
Resurrection, Hope and Healing 
 
Intro 

● Easter 
● S-O-N rise service 
● Glorious day 
● One of my students birthday= funny kid= “Jesus came out of the tomb same day I came 

out of the womb” 
● Show the picture of his brother 

John 20:1-18 
1 Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still 
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." 3 So Peter went 
out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5And stooping to look 
in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following 
him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had 
been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as 
yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples 
went back to their homes. 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 
stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 
Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, "Woman, why are you 
weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid him." 14 Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not 
know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
seeking?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him 
away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16 Jesus said to her, "Mary." 
She turned and said to him in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to 
her, "Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and 
say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18 Mary 
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"—and that he had said 
these things to her. 
 

● Easter 
○ First followers of Jesus Christ= day when people were baptized into the faith 
○ Initiation into the community of faith 

■ The word initiation holds a different meaning to me 
■ FFA in high school 
■ Fraternities in college 

○ Talked about over the past few weeks 



■ Season of Lent began as final preparation for those who wanted to enter 
into the baptismal covenant 

■ Baptism 
● When Christian faith started 
● Significant, life-changing, momentous occasion 

○ Early church 
■ Joining a Christian community was against Roman law 
■ Submitting to baptism meant willingly putting yourself in danger, and sure 

persecution by the government 
■ Likely shunned by family and neighbors 
■ For years Christian martyrs by the hundreds were killed in public to serve 

as examples to not rebel against Roman law. 
○ Preparation for Baptism in Early Church 

■ During the Season of Lent 
■ Those preparing for Baptism spent lot of time learning how to be a 

Christian 
■ Learn the stories of faith, Scriptures 
■ It was hard b/c most people couldn’t read 
■ If read, still centuries before the invention of printing press= no Bibles or 

other written materials for take home study 
■ Bible as we have it was just starting to be put together 

● OT had been around for a couple thousand years 
● Paul had only recently written his letters that we have in the Bible= 

Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Colossians, Ephesus, Philippians 
● Gospel writers only beginning to complete their books= Matthew, 

Mark, Luke and John 
● Stories of Jesus and teachings of Paul passed on by word of 

mouth 
● People gathered in groups to learn them 
● Memorize stories, learn Christian teaching, know them by heart 
● Fundamental teachings taught in creeds 

○ Easter Morning 
■ Candidates for baptism come early to the church, maybe night before 
■ Fasted on Friday and Saturday, spent time in prayer 
■ Practiced answering questions they knew would be asked of them 
■ After all the weeks, months, and for some, years of preparation be 

allowed to experience mysteries of faith for the first time 
● Sacraments= Baptism & Holy Communion 

■ Baptism 
● Present themselves to church leaders and answer questions 

○ Last Week 
○ Do you believe in God? Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 



● Sponsors, godmothers for women and godfathers for men, would 
vouch they were of good character 

● One by one stripped naked led into a special room that had the 
baptismal pool 

● Pastor, ‘bishop’ in those days,  
○ ask them to renounce the devil 
○ Blow in their ears and nostrils to blow out the evil spirits 
○ Anoint the bodies of the candidates with fragrant oil 
○ Any remaining evil spirits would be exorcised from them 

● Descend one by one to the pool 
○ Immersed 3 times= name of Father, Son, Holy Spirit 
○ Come up on the other side of pool 

■ Symbolize= baptism was dying and rising with 
Christ 

■ Pass through waters= descend into death with 
Christ 

■ Rise up on other side to enter new life and the 
promise of salvation through Jesus Christ 

○ Anointed with oil again 
○ Dressed in white robe 
○ Led into sanctuary 
○ 1st time in life given Holy Communion 

● Old Way 
○ Dying to old way of life 
○ Dying to old selves 
○ Rising to new way 
○ Way of Jesus and his teaching 

● Early church 
○ Initiation into Christian Community 
○ Most= meant giving up profession if it was not compatible 

with the teaching of Jesus 
○ Giving up friends and family members 
○ Claiming a new family bonded by the Holy Spirit 
○ Some= death through martyrdom in the faith 
○ Baptism= transformation of every aspect of life 

○ Today 
■ In a minute I am going to ask all the candidates up here 
■ Take them to a back room strip them naked, anoint them with oil, ask 

them a bunch of hard questions and march them into the pool to get 
baptised. . . . . . JK 

■ They are going to come up here, fully clothed, the answers to the 
questions will be on the overhead and real easy and we are going to 
baptize them 



■ Monumental day at Ebenezer 
● Personally= 1st time ever doing multiple baptisms 
● 2011= 2 baptized (Amanda and Dale Hester), children dedicated 
● Most recent baptism February 2015= Mason Wells dedicated 
● Big multiple baptism was 2005= 7 at Tommy and Kathy 

Ledbetter’s lake 
■ Today on this Easter  

● Proclaim the power of life in midst of death 
● Affirm our steadfast belief in the power of God shown in Jesus 

Christ and his love, by the power of the Holy Spirit 
● That it is stronger than the power of evil and death 
● Dying and rising with him 

○ We are changed, transformed, made new 
○ We are changed into being part of the Body of Christ 

■ Church= Not a building but a body, not property but 
people 

○ Now= God’s people 
● Claim the Resurrection 

○ Hope= No fear, no worry 
○ Power= b/c the power of God is real, if he raised Jesus 

from the dead, he will raise us from the dead also 
○ With these candidates all of us are being raised up out of 

the waters of baptism and our lives, along with theirs will 
be completely transformed 

■ Easter over 2000 years ago 
● Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
● Thinking her master was dead and gone forever 
● Came filled with fear and hopelessness 
● Came weeping, mourning 
● Found 

○ Empty tomb 
○ New Day dawning 
○ Hope and Healing 
○ Confirmation= Lord’s promise that he would rise 
○ Hope= CHRIST IS RISEN! And WE WILL RISE ALSO 

○ Let’s celebrate this together as we reaffirm our own baptism and we initiate these 
new members of the community of faith 

Romans 6: 3-11 ESV 
3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in 
a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body 



of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one 
who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; 
death no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but 
the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive 
to God in Christ Jesus. 


