
Sunrise 2017 
 
Matthew 28:1-10 NRSV 
1 After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the 
Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook and 
became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you 
are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised 
from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is 
my message for you." 8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 
disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him.10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me." 
 

● Bombs 
○ MOAB this week 

● Things should still shock us 
○ Earthquakes- just had one 2 weeks ago in Elberton, Tornadoes- had multiple 

ones a couple of weeks ago, Hurricanes, Floods, fires, terrorist attacks- Syria, 
England, etc 

○ Been numbed to these events with the 24-hour “news” phenomenon 
○ Knock us off balance 
○ Shock us 
○ If things don’t we can be numbed to the pain of the world and discipleship 

altogether  
● Jesus life 

○ Events often marked by cosmological events 
○ The earth confirms that he is no ordinary human 
○ His birth= Angels descend and sing 
○ His baptism= heavens opened and spirit came like a dove and landed  on him 

and then the voice of God declared “This is my beloved with whom I am well 
pleased” 

○ His death= Sun’s became dark at 3 in the pm 
○ Here in Matthew 28 Empty tomb= Earthquake, Angel descending from heaven, 

announcement that Jesus has been raised from the dead! 
■ Sunrise= The S-O-N rise 

● That news is Shocking 
○ Should be 
○ Jesus is raised from the dead! 
○ He is Risen! 



○ Up from the grave he arose! 
● Easter Sunday 

○ Yet we hear this story every Easter 
○ Are we still shocked? 
○ Are we still changed by it? 
○ Are we transformed by the power of the resurrection? 
○ Have we become numb to the power of the testimony of Jesus’ resurrection? 
○ Have we decided that the Resurrection can be explained as something less earth 

shattering and life changing than it is? 
● Past 

○ I have been less than impressed by it 
○ Another day in the life of the church 
○ It’s significant, but not as significant and shocking as it should be! 
○ This is a powerful miraculous act of God’s love demonstrated in the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead! 
● Today 

○ Not again 
○ Ezekiel 37:3-14 ESV 

3 And he said to me, "Son of man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O 
Lord God, you know." 4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy over these bones, and 
say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God 
to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 And 
I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am 
the Lord." 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there 
was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9 
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to 
the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe on these slain, that they may live." 10 So I prophesied as he commanded 
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 
exceedingly great army. 11 Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones are 
the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.' 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 
graves, O my people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I 
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord." 

○ Life is too short to dismiss the power and awe of the resurrection 
○ God’s amazing love! 



○ Must proclaim the hope of the resurrection! 
○ Resurrection of Jesus from the dead is real, true and life changing! 
○ Must believe that God is able to breathe life, love, and hope into any situation, no 

matter how bleak it seems 
● CHRIST IS RISEN! 

○ God has breathed his Spirit into this generation 
○ God has breathed his Spirit into us, you and me! 
○ Because of God’s amazing grace in Christ Jesus death no longer has dominion 

over us 
Romans 8:38-39 NRSV  
38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


