
Believe 
 
Intro 

● We are continuing in our Series Lent Baptism 
● Reminder= Baptism on Easter Sunday 
● Last Week= Real Community 

○ Talked about the job of the community of faith (the church) to nurture believers, 
especially new believers 

○ How Jesus responds to these is how we ought to 
 

John 11:1-45 ESV 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It 
was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to him, saying, "Lord, he whom you love is ill." 4 But when 
Jesus heard it he said, "This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it." 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
7 Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8 The disciples said to him, 
"Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, and are you going there again?" 9 Jesus 
answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not 
stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he 
stumbles, because the light is not in him." 11 After saying these things, he said to them, "Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him." 12 The disciples said to him, "Lord, if 
he has fallen asleep, he will recover." 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought 
that he meant taking rest in sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus has died, 15 and 
for your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16 
So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with 
him." 17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 
18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha 
said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother 
will rise again." 24 Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. 
Do you believe this?" 27 She said to him, "Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God, who is coming into the world." 28 When she had said this, she went and called her 
sister Mary, saying in private, "The Teacher is here and is calling for you." 29 And when she 
heard it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the village, but 
was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out, they followed her, supposing that she 



was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw 
him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died." 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he 
was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he said, "Where have you laid him?" 
They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, "See how he 
loved him!" 37 But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also 
have kept this man from dying?" 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was 
a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, "Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four 
days." 40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of 
God?" 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, I thank 
you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of 
the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me." 43 When he had said 
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out." 44 The man who had died 
came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 
Mary and had seen what he did, believed in him 
 
Background 

● Story of Lazarus being raised from the dead 
● Prepares us for Easter and the Risen Christ 
● Baptism into the faith= death in sins, resurrected with Christ 
● This all foreshadows what is to come 

 
Baptismal Question 

● The final part of the baptismal vow is to answer what the church teaches us about our 
faith 

● Historically those preparing for baptism on Easter had to memorize certain core 
teachings of the church 

● Candidates were asked 3 Questions 
○ 1. Do you believe in God the Father 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
○ 2. Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, [who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.] 

○ 3. Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, [the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.] 

● Some of you might recall most of these vows from reciting the Apostle’s Creed, Nicene 
Creeed 



● Resurrection of the Body? 
○ Lazarus passage and baptismal vows 

● Taylor Burton-Edwards, who is a Greek scholar. 
○ Instead of believe here in the creeds, ‘believe into’= is a better translation 
○ “Believing into” someone means entrusting one’s life to someone.  
○ Difference here is knowing and believing 

■ For example, that there is a God who created everything. That’s 
assumed, but it’s not the main point.  

■ Real question becomes whether we are prepared to entrust our lives to a 
God who does or is like what each article of the creed asserts. 

● Changes the meaning 
○ "I am believing into the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.” 
○ What does this statement mean to you, personally? 

■ 1 Corinthians 15:50-53 ESV 
50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell 
you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be 
changed. 53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality. 

○ How would you unpack this statement if you were talking about your own faith 
journey? 

○ What examples would you give as evidence of your believing into the 
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting? 

Lazarus  
● In John’s account, Jesus asks a similar question of Martha: 

Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?" She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming into the world” (John 11:36-37). 

● Martha is specific in her answer, and we must be specific in ours. 
● What does it mean to you that you are believing into the resurrection of the body and the 

life everlasting? 
● Literal interpretation.  

○ Somebody who was dead is now living for eternity 
○ I believe Jesus raised Lazarus, who had been dead in a tomb for four days, back 

to life. 
○ I believe Jesus was physically raised from the dead. 
○ I believe I will be raised from the dead also  
○ That’s what it means to be saved.  
○ I believe that I will be reunited with those who have gone before me 
○ 1 Thessalonians 4:13- 14 ESV 



But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, 
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him 
those who have fallen asleep. 

● Resurrection before death 
○ More than just going to heaven for eternity 
○ Bringing heaven to earth 
○ Daily 

■ Reclaim that we are children of God 
■ Overcome death in everyday life 

● Addiction- people who no matter how hard they try can’t kick the 
habit 

● Hope= somehow, someday, someway will be set free and made 
new 

● Suicide 
● 12- step Mantra “No one is recovered, we are in recovery” 

○ We are not done 
○ Going on to perfection,  

■ Jesus in Matthew 5:48 ESV 
You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

■ Paul in Philippians 3:12 ESV 
Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on 
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

○ Believe in Christ that all things are possible= Philippians 4:13 
○ Power greater than ourselves 

● Daily Fruits 
○ Resurrection only after death 
○ Miss daily stuff 
○ Living into/believing into Jesus’ proclamation “I am the resurrection and the life.” 
○ Present tense, not just future tense 

● Holy Encounters 
○ When asked “how are you believing into the resurrection of the body and the life 

everlasting.” 
○ Hard to describe 
○ “There aren’t words” 
○ Sometimes it is hard to express 
○ These are experiential, personal, spiritual, emotional 

■ Doesn’t get us off the hook 
○ Jesus tells Martha her brother will rise again, and then he asks her if she believes 

in resurrection.  
○ She answers first in a general way: “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day." 



○ Her response only becomes specific and personal when Jesus turns from 
conversation to personal experience, from general knowledge to holy encounter, 
by saying, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?" 

○ Her response= "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 
the one coming into the world” 

○ Physical response= Goosebumps, overcome with emotion, love, can barely 
speak  

■ Not many times in my life 
■ Watching The Passion of Christ the first time 

● Love 
○ Holy encounters in Love 
○ Miracle of love  
○ Being loved 
○ Choosing love instead of something else 
○ John 3:16 

Closing 
● What does it mean to you that you are believing into the resurrection of the body and the 

life everlasting? 
● Are we ready to make our baptismal covenant?  
● Are we prepared to renew our commitment to the vows made at our baptism? 
● Next week, beginning with Passion/Palm Sunday, we will begin our walk with Jesus 

through the final days and hours of his life on this earth.  
● We will join the disciples in hearing his last words. We will gather with them for a final 

meal and receive a new commandment.  
● We will watch as Jesus is arrested and tried, found guilty and crucified on a cross.  
● And then, after three days, we will go with the women to the tomb, to anoint Jesus’ body 

for burial, and witness the miracle that gave birth to the church, delivered us from slavery 
to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant, by water and the Spirit. 


