
One With Christ 
 
John 14: 1-3 ESV 
1 "Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. 
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.  
Intro 

● Final words, thoughts, reflections, instructions 
● 11 remaining disciples (Judas is gone) 
● Setting 

○ Known as the ‘Farewell Discourse” 
○ Around table private home in Jerusalem  
○ NIght before crucifixion 
○ As we listen, let us imagine ourselves there, around the table 
○ Just us, No crowds, No accusers, No political figures or priests 
○ No betrayers, Just Jesus and his trusted friends 

● Disciples 
○ Jesus told them before the festival of Passover 
○ Hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father 
○ Time is near 
○ Spend his final evening with them 
○ Share a final meal, a last supper 

● Now 
○ Here they are around a table 
○ Eaten dinner 
○ Things quiet 

Background 
● Earlier during the meal 

○ Washed the disciples feet one by one 
○ Disciples, especially Peter was upset 
○ Felt that it was wrong for the teacher to be doing that 
○ Should have been the other way around 
○ Jesus insisted, trying to teach them something important 

■ Not words 
■ Actions 
■ Relax Peter, it’s okay 
■ Not only should you allow me to wash your feet 
■ You should wash each other’s  
■ Not only each other’s but everyone you meet 
■ Be a servant to all 
■ “I want you to remember that servants are not greater than their masters, nor are 

messengers greater than the one who sends them” (John 13:16) 
○ As Jesus goes around to each one of them 

■ I am going away soon 
■ You need to hear and remember this 
■ It’s important 
■ Love one another 



■ Love one another as I have loved you 
■ It is by your love that others will know you are my disciples 

Table 
● This is the scene 
● This is what just happened when Peter breaks (End of ch.13) in and asks Jesus where he is going 
● Jesus responds 

○ Familiar lines maybe b/c of funeral and memorial services 
○ Deeply personal, heartfelt, painful words 
○ Words of comfort for others 
○ Painful to Jesus 
○ Spoken to his friends whom he has just shared his last meal with 
○ Spoken to his followers who has traveled with him for 3 years 
○ Feet of whom he just washed, each one 
○ Spoken on the night before his crucifixion and death 

● Words 
○ ““Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.” John 14:1-3 NRSV 

● Personal 
Becoming One With Christ 

● Good news 
○ Not something we do 
○ Not our work 
○ Not our burden 
○ God’s work 
○ God in Christ does for us 
○ Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 

doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast 
● Unity with Christ 

○ John 14:4-14 And you know the way to where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known 
me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him." 
8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 9 Jesus said to him, 
"Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, 
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 12 "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than these will 
he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that 
the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

○ Result of Jesus reaching out to touch us 
○ Embrace our feet in his hands 
○ Embrace our lives in his arms 
○ Each one of us 
○ One at a time 



○ Jesus reaches out and draws us to him 
○ Christ makes us one 
○ He unites us to himself 1st, then to one another (next week’s sermon) 
○ In doing so he does 3 things 

1. Prepares a place for us- dwelling place, room 
○ Get into heaven 
○ Not only so we can get into Heaven but so Heaven can get into us 
○ Heaven is not only the hereafter, but the here in now 

2. Do the works that I do and greater -Jesus 
○ Hard to believe 
○ Truth 

3. Whatever you ask in my name, I will do -Jesus 
○ WHATEVER 

● Decision 
○ Free will 
○ Love him 
○ Trust him 
○ Allow him to embrace us, wash our feet 
○ Draw us into unity with God and the Holy Spirit 
○ Unity with one another 
○ Our role= say yes to his invitation 
○ Invitation to be one with him 
○ One with each other- beings in community rather than loners 
○ We must say yes to Jesus’ invitation- our choice 
○ Allow ourselves to be embraced, let Jesus wash our feet 
○ Allow others to be embraced with us and then to embrace them ourselves 

Invitation 
 


