
Resurrection Baptism  
Look Ahead  

● Finishing up our mini series Awakening in our Post Easter series 
● Next week, 2nd mini series Becoming  

○ How as disciples we are becoming  
○ Fully one with Christ  
○ One with each other 
○ One in Ministry  
○ Flowing out into the world  

 
John 10:1-10 ESV 
1 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by 
another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but 
they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers." 6 This figure of speech 
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So Jesus 
again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before 
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone 
enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 
Intro 

● What in the world does the story of the Good Shepherd have to do with baptism? 
● Not a scripture usually associated with baptism 
● No water imagery 
● No use of the word baptism 
● No one is baptized 

○ Jesus 
○ Ethiopian eunuch and Philip 
○ OT story of Naaman 

● Baptism is not a singular event for any of us 
● Baptism is a way of Life! 

 
Marriage 

● First Got married 
● Pastor= Phil Williams 

○ Choose everyday to be married 
○ Marriage is a choice we make 

● Loving our partner is a choice we make 
● Good Marriages don’t just happen 



● One person cannot make a good marriage 
○ Takes both spouses 
○ Choosing each day to love, nurture and just be married to one another 

Baptism like Marriage 
● Baptismal covenant is like a marriage covenant in this way 
● May or may not remember the actual event 
● Some of us may remember= My baptism 
● Take responsibility for our vows at some point 

○ Decision 
○ Age of accountability 
○ Make a choice 

● Make that choice every day 
○ Luke 9:23 (ESV) 

And he said to all, "If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross daily and follow me. 

● Not a singular event 
○ Talk about it like it is= I remember the day I got baptized 
○ We don’t talk about marriage that way 
○ Yes we say our wedding day 
○ But Marriage is living in covenant with someone for the rest of your lives 
○ Baptism is a way of Life! 

Early Church 
● Birth of the church on the day of Pentecost 

○ Acts 2:41 ESV So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand souls. 

● What comes next 
○ They all went home and said ‘what a wonderful and transforming religious 

experience that was!” 
○ NO! 

● Acts 2:42-47 ESV 
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were 
together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their 
food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the 
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

● Reality 
○ Community 
○ Work of Spirit was manifest 
○ Cared for one another 
○ Shared lives on all levels 



○ Fellowship= not just a meal 
○ Remainder of Acts 

■ Narrative that overflowed by the grace of God received in baptism 
■ We continue writing new chapters of Acts 

● Baptism is a way of Life! 
○ How are you writing new chapters of the grace of God 
○ Thorough personal life 
○ Relationships 
○ Ebenezer 
○ Community 
○ World 

Community 
● Marriage covenant= one spouse cannot make the relationship work 
● Baptismal covenant= other disciples, other members of the body, community of faith 
● Saving grace of Jesus Christ 

○ marked in our baptism 
○ Lived through our participation in the community of God’s people 
○ Baptism saves us 

■ Not is the strictly personal way 
■ Baptismal covenant and community of faith 
■ Beyond our own needs and destiny 
■ Gives us place in God’s project of blessing the world 

● #blessedtobeablessing 
● Baptism is a way of Life! 

New self 
● Pass through the waters of baptism 

○ Die to old self 
○ Rise with Christ into a new and different way 

● New way of being in the world 
● Born again into the family of Christ 
● Romans 6:3-8 ESV 

3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was 
crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we 
would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 
8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

● After we going the water of baptism 
○ We emerge as a new self 
○ Not our old self-centered selves 
○ Anointed disciples 



○ Called to bless the world #blessedtobeablessing 
○ Stand up for justice and love 
○ Become part of the flock under protection and guidance of our shepherd Jesus 

Identity 
● Baptism is an issue of identity 
● Both personally and as a community 
● Visitors 

○ Make it clear that primary identity relationship with Triune God (Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit)? 

○ What makes it clear? 
○ How communicated? 
○ How is Ebenezer marked as members of the flock of Jesus Christ? 

● In this passage Shepherd seeks to hold sheep together 
○ All the sheep 

■ Those with dark coats 
■ Crippled, blind, wounded, ostracized, attacked 

○ Holds them together as one beloved community 
○ #allarewelcome #comeasyouare 

● Identity of church made clear 
○ Identity of flock made clear by relationship between the sheep and shepherd 
○ Identity of church made clear by relationship between church and shepherd 

Jesus 
Good Shepherd 

● Good news 
○ Good Shepherd Jesus 
○ Calls out each of us by name 
○ Goes ahead of us into every situation 

● Protects us 
○ From thieves, bandits 
○ Powers and principalities 
○ Things that would seek to destroy God’s mission to this world 
○ Hedge of protection 

● Leads us 
○ Forward into God’s mission 
○ Go  

■ Into difficult situations 
■ Dangerous pastures 

○ Reach out in love and justice to all God’s people 
● Welcome  

○ All God’s children into loving protection of the sheepfold 
● Sees what we cannot see for ourselves 
● Knows all the sheeps names 

○ Part of the flock 



○ Those that have not yet joined 
Role of the Shepherd 

● Biblical times 
● Sheep pens made out of rocks not fences like today 

○ One entrance 
● Into pen 

○ Shepherd would lay hands on each sheep 
○ Running hands through wool 
○ No injuries, burrs or other things that needed attention 

● Doorway 
○ Often didn’t have a gate or physical barrier 
○ Shepherd would position himself physically across the opening 
○ Shepherd would literally be the gate 
○ Gate 

■ Keep sheep from escaping 
■ Thieves 
■ Bandits 
■ Wolves, lions animals from harm 

Jesus 
● Gate for his flock=church 
● Our protector 
● Trusted shepherd 
● Caregiver not just bodies but souls 
● We are not sheep 

○ Human beings 
○ Image of God 

● Power of Holy Spirit 
○ Jesus entrusted some of this work to us 
○ Commanded us to care for one another 
○ Love one another as God has loved us 

Church 
● Members of flock of Jesus 
● Church 
● Community of faith 
● We watch over one another in Christian love 
● Keep our eyes open for injuries, troubles faced by our sisters and brothers 
● Attend to each other’s needs 

○ Discipleship groups 
○ Sunday school= Revamping soon 

■ Ask for volunteers 
○ Pray 

■ Needs for healing 
■ Justice 



■ Peace 
■ Restoration 

○ All forms of God’s salvation 
■ Healing 

● Baptismal calling 
○ Church intercede for world 
○ Lifelong pilgrimage 
○ Begins in baptism 
○ Purpose of life=service to others 

Closing 
● Communion today 

○ Dip hand in water 
○ Reminded of day of baptism 

● Lord kept telling me to have baptismal ready today 
● Baptisms on Father’s Day 
● Someone here= God’s been talking to them 
● Plenty of towels 
● Today God has saved, healed you today 


