
Creation 
 
Intro 

● Starting new series= From Chaos to Community 
● Today: Trinity Sunday in the Church 
● Trinity can be confusing 
● So let’s start in the beginning 

 
Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth. 2 the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 
the waters. 3 Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 
And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters." 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 9 And God said, "Let the waters 
under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so. 
10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was 
so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every 
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening 
and there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the 
sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 
and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it 
was so. 16 God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to 
rule the night--and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 
And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day. 20 And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky." 21 So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged 
bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth." 23 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 24 And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." 
And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every 
kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26 Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 



and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth." 27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth." 29 God said, "See, I 
have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to 
every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had 
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day.  
 
2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2 And on the seventh 
day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done.3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 
from all the work that he had done in creation. 4a These are the generations of the heavens and 
the earth when they were created. 
 
Father 

● Next week father’s day 
● My Dad 
● God= OT many names 

○ Here in Genesis 1- Hebrew Elohim= God 
○ Yahweh=Lord, Jehovah-Elohim= The Lord is God, Jehovah-Elyon= The Lord 

God Most High, El-Shaddai= Almighty God, Jehovah-Jireh= Lord Provides, 
Jehovah-Repheka= Lord is Healer, Jehovah-Shalom= Lord is Peace, and others 

○ Not a names of God sermon 
● God is present in the OT and has many names to describe his attributes 

○ Healer, Peace, Almighty, Provider, Holy, etc. 
● NT= Jesus calls him Father 

○ Tells Mary when he appears to her at the tomb in John 20:17 Jesus said to her, 
"Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to 
my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God.'" 

● So we have God the Father present in the beginning and now (OT and NT) 
 
Son 

● Jesus 
● John 1:1-5, 14 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without 
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the 



life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 
glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 

● Genesis 1= And God said 
● So that word “God said” was present in the beginning and John tells us that the word 

was made flesh in the form of Jesus Christ (OT and NT) 
 
Spirit 

● Genesis 1:2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

● Jesus tells us in John 15: 26 "But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from 
the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about 
me. 

● Prophet Isaiah prophesying about the coming Christ 
○ Isaiah 11:2 And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and 
the fear of the Lord. 

● Throughout the OT it talks about the Spirit of God 
○ Judges= Othniel, Gideon, Jephthath, Samson= The Spirit of the Lord was upon. .  

● Last week=Day of Pentecost 
● So the Spirit was present in the beginning and now (OT and NT) 

 
Trinity 

● H2O= Liquid, Ice, Vapor (Gas) 
● God is a community of persons -Rev. Dawn Chesser 

○ His identity is communal 
● Trinity present at Jesus’ Baptism 

○ Luke 3:21-22 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus 
also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened, and 
the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son;c with you I am well 
pleased.” 

○ Father=Voice, Son=Jesus, Spirit=Dove 
 
Identity 

● What does this mean for the church? What does this mean for us, individually? 
● Rooted in identity 

○ What’s your identity? 
○ Me= Father, Pastor, Teacher, Coach  
○ That’s what the ‘world’ calls me 

● What matters is what God=Father, Son and Holy Spirit calls us 
● Genesis 1:26-31 



26 Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth." 27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them, and God said 
to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 
upon the earth." 29 God said, "See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything 
that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food." And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

○ Made in the image of God= think about that and digest that for a second 
■ Other versions translate that word as likeness 
■ Made in the likeness of God (Trinity) 

○ Mirror challenge= read this scripture and then look at yourself for 5 minutes, 
repeat “I am made in the image/likeness of God” 

■ That was hard 
■ Not a selfie guy 
■ Facebook Live Video- hard for me to do the first one 

○ Psalms tell us we are “fearfully and wonderfully made”= awe and wonder 
● Jesus 

○ John 1:11-12 
11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But 
to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 

○ Children of God 
● One with God=Trinity 

○ John 15: 6-11  
6 "I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the 
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7 Now they know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I 
have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and 
have come to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you 
sent me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those 
whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours 
are mine, and I am glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they 
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, 
which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 

○ God’s identity is communal (from above) 
■ Church is living out God’s mission in the world does so in God’s image 
■ As a community of People 



■ Church is not a building, but a body. Not property but people! 
● Not who are you, but WHOSE are you!= AMEN 

○ Created in the image/likeness of God 
○ Created in the image/likeness of the Trinity= Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
○ The Trinity is present with us living inside of us= Last week Pentecost Spirit came 

down= when you have one member of the trinity you have all members 
● Our identity is that we are made in the image of God and we are Children of God 
● Our Job/Work 

○ Talk about being the ‘church’ 
○ I attest that we are to ‘be God’ to the world 

■ Heresy! 
■ Not really, created in the image of God to be children of God 

● Now we know that an image is not perfect 
● We will not be a perfect representation 
● We can try! 

○ How? 
■ As followers of Christ/ Community of faith 
■ Love people from the womb to the tomb and all points in between 

● Lot of little ones 
● Celebrated the life of a person on Friday 
● A lot of people in between 

■ Equip and support people as they live into God’s call and purpose for their 
lives 

■ In the vows we make at baptisms (next week), we commit to nurture one 
another in Christ’s holy church, and by our teaching and example guide 
one another toward accepting God’s grace, professing faith, and leading 
Christian lives. 

● Take those vows seriously 
● Marriage vows 

○ Difficult 
■ Flawed humans trying to live in the image of God’s identity 
■ Hard to be a community of loving people all the time 
■ Some people are just hard to love 
■ We mess up and others mess up 
■ Not easy 

 
 
Closing 

● Good News 
○ God-in-Three-Persons, the Trinity is with us! 
○ Speaking light, life, love and hope into the mess 

● Oftentimes it is in the mess where the work of God is happening to a greater extent 
○ When life feels messy, look for signs of God hard at work! 



● Remember Not who you are, but WHOSE you are! 


