
Birth 
 
Intro 

● Series: Community 
○ 2nd week 

● Last week 
○ Creation 
○ Trinity 
○ Made in the image of God 
○ Not who you are, but WHOSE you are 

● This week 
○ Birth 

Names 
Genesis 17: 15-17 
15 God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be 
her name. 16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her." 17 Then Abraham fell on his 
face and laughed, and said to himself, “Can a child be born to a man who is a hundred years 
old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” 

● Naming children 
○ Big event in most cultures 

■ Hindu- 12th day, elaborate ceremony with friends and family 
■ Jewish- boys are named on the 8th day, ritual circumcision-brit milah 

○ Something about names 
○ My children’s names 

■ Savanna= Savannah Smile 
■ Mckinna= Arianna, compromise, Monica won 
■ Holden= ‘H’ name so same initials as Paw Paw, Hunter squared/Monica 

squared, Phonebook 
● Changing Names 

○ Marks transition, signals new event 
○ Most familiar- woman changing name to husbands 

■ Two shall become one 
○ Names mean something 
○ Changing them marks a significant event 

● Sarai 
○ Meaning 

■ Wife of Abraham 
■ “She that strives” 
■ Same root as Israel 

● Sarah 
○ Meaning 



■ “Princess” 
■ V. 16 “kings of peoples shall come from her” 

● New Name 
○ Isaiah 62: 2 The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; 

and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
○ Last week identity= Not who you are but whose you are 
○ The bestowal of a new name signifies a change of fortune, a new dispensation 

(The New Oxford Annotated Bible) 
○ Sarai-Sarah, meant a change of fortune/destiny, what was once barren now 

conceived 
○ In Revelation Jesus talks about names and new names many times when he 

addresses the churches 
■ Jesus speaking to the church at Philadelphia 

● Revelation 3:12 If you conquer, I will make you a pillar in the 
temple of my God; you will never go out of it. I will write on you the 
name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new 
Jerusalem that comes down from my God out of heaven, and my 
own new name. 

○ We have been given a new name in Christ Jesus  
■ All we have to do is claim it! 
■ It is a change of fortune 

● Once that was lost is now found 
● Once that was blind now see 
● Once barren now conceives 
● It’s a new name in Jesus Christ 

 
Birth 
Genesis 18: 1-15 
1 The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent 
in the heat of the day. 2 He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw 
them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, 
"My lord, if I find favor with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and 
wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may 
refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on--since you have come to your servant." So 
they said, "Do as you have said." 6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said, 
"Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make cakes." 7 Abraham ran 
to the herd, and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to 
prepare it. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before 
them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 9 They said to him, "Where is your 
wife Sarah?" And he said, "There, in the tent." 10 Then one said, "I will surely return to you in 
due season, and your wife Sarah shall have a son." And Sarah was listening at the tent 
entrance behind him. 11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; it had ceased to 
be with Sarah after the manner of women. 12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have 



grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?" 13 The LORD said to Abraham, "Why 
did Sarah laugh, and say, 'Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?' 14 Is anything too 
wonderful for the LORD? At the set time I will return to you, in due season, and Sarah shall 
have a son." 15 But Sarah denied, saying, "I did not laugh"; for she was afraid. He said, "Oh 
yes, you did laugh." 
 
Genesis 21: 1-7 
1 The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had promised. 
2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken 
to him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him. 4 And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. 5 
Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Now Sarah said, 
"God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me." 7 And she said, 
"Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him 
a son in his old age." 
 

● Birth stories 
○ Savanna 

■ Monica’s b-day, Dr. Boone 
○ Mckinna 

■ Writing a paper, almost didn’t make it, almost passed out 
○ Holden 

■ Hospital for several days, premature, Wimpy white boy 
 

Laughter 
● News of getting pregnant 

○ Savanna, Mckinna, Holden 
● Abraham and Sarah= both laugh 

○ The Lord gives them news 
■ Three men= Trinity 

● Last week 
■ Give birth in a year 
■ To a son 
■ Blessing of God will come to Abraham and the world through this birth 
■ Nations will come from this birth 
■ Kings will come from this birth 

○ Reaction= Laugh 
○ Sarah= 99 years old at the time 

■ Years and time not the same in the OT 
■ Know= past age bearing years-menopause 
■ 18:12 So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, "After I have grown old, and 

my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?" 
● Now that is funny 



● Theological= Never too old to have pleasure (Take that however 
you want 

○ Isaac 
■ Importance of Names 
■ Meaning “He laughs” 

○ Occasions 
■ Sometimes=funny 
■ Sometimes= uncomfortable 
■ Sometimes=painful (funny bone, don’t know what else to do) 

○ God is with us 
■ Laughing 

● Pain 
● Scared 
● Uncomfortable 
● Funny 
● He is with us 

■ God in three persons, Father/Son/Holy Spirit is with us 
 
New Birth 
John 3:1-8 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by 
night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no 
one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." 3 Jesus answered him, 
"Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." 4 
Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother's womb and be born?" 5 Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no 
one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
'You must be born from above.' 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of 
it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born 
of the Spirit." 

● New Birth/New Name= marked by baptism 
○ Remember the day I got saved= Corinth Baptist Church 11 years old 
○ Remember the day I got baptized= Elmer’s dairy pond, 15/16 yrs. old 

● Born of the Spirit, Given a new name in Christ 
○ Revelation 2:7 Let anyone who has an ear listen to what the Spirit is saying to the 

churches. To everyone who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I 
will give a white stone, and on the white stone is written a new name that no one 
knows except the one who receives it. 

● Joyful occasion 
● Monumental event, Marks change of fortune/destiny, Child of Christ, Not who you are 

but whose you are! 
Invitation 


