
Weaning 
 
Intro 

● Numbers 
○ 3 Sundays over 100 
○ Not about the numbers 

■ 100 feels better than 16 
■ Adding people to the kingdom of God 

○ Not me, not naive 
■ Many who have labored for years 
■ Reaping what they have sown 

○ Exciting times 
■ Reaching people for the kingdom 
■ New things happening 

○ Glad you are here to witness it 
● Series: Community 

○ 3rd week 
● 2 weeks ago 

○ Creation 
○ Trinity 
○ Made in the image of God 
○ Not who you are, but WHOSE you are 

● Last week 
○ Birth 
○ New Birth 

■ In Christ 
■ Signified in baptism 

○ New Names 
■ In Christ 
■ New fortune New Destiny 

● This week 
○ Weaning 

 
Genesis 21:8-21 
8 The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 9 But 
Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. 10 So 
she said to Abraham, "Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit 
along with my son Isaac." 11 The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his son. 12 But God 
said to Abraham, "Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah 
says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for you. 13 As for the son 
of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, because he is your offspring." 14 So Abraham rose early 
in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with 
the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 15 
When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16 Then she went and sat 
down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, "Do not let me look on the 
death of the child." And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice 
of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do 



not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast 
with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him." 19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of 
water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 20 God was with the boy, and he 
grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the wilderness of 
Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 
 
Weaning 

● Story of Weaning Geoff Grubbs 
○ Around 15 years ago 
○ Savanna 

■ Victoria- 5 yrs. Or so 
■ Juice Box 

○ Mckinna came along-  
■ Punch face 

○ Amelia 
■ “HaHa sucker” -Mckinna 

● Sarah and Hagar 
○ Story of Weaning 
○ Jealousy  
○ Bitterness and Resentment 

 
Maturing and New Birth 
Romans 6:1b-11 NRSV 
1Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go 
on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in the newness of life. 5 For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old 
self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to 
sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him.9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.11 So you also 
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

● Maturing Process 
○ After New Birth= Last week 
○ We have to move on 

● Story 
○ Kids growing up 
○ Weaning is a lifelong process 
○ “Spend the 1st 2 years of their life teaching them to walk and talk and the next 16 telling them to 

sit down and shut up” -Chet Holliday 
○ Monica gets nostalgic and is like “I want them to stay little” 
○ I’m like ‘grow up and get out’ 

■ Not really 
■ But I do like the maturing process 

● Middle school kids 
● Savanna Driving 



● Hebrews 5:11-14 
11 About this we have much to say that is hard to explain, since you have become dull in 
understanding. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you 
again the basic elements of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food; 13 for everyone who 
lives on milk, being still an infant, is unskilled in the word of righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the 
mature, for those whose faculties have been trained by practice to distinguish good from evil. 

● Followers of Christ 
○ Must grow up 
○ Mature 
○ Move on 
○ Grow up and Get Out 

 
2 Things in this Process of Growing up and Getting Out 
Matthew 10:24-39 
24 "A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough for the disciple to be like 
the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 
more will they malign those of his household! 26 "So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will 
not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the 
light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold 
for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And even the hairs of your 
head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 32 "Everyone 
therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33 but 
whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34 "Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a 
man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 
36 and one's foes will be members of one's own household. 37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and whoever 
does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake will find it. 
 

1. Don’t Fear Man 
○ V. 28 
○ I don’t care 

i. Fire me if you want 
2. The Lord has a plan for your life 

○ Jeremiah 29 10-14 
10 For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, 
and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 13 When 
you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, 14 I will let you find me, 
says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the 
places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I will bring you back to the place from which 
I sent you into exile. 

i. V. 12 Call upon him/ pray 
● Hear us 

ii. V.13 Search/Seek with all heart 



● Find me= Let you 
● Restore your fortunes 
● Gather you from all the places where I have driven you 
● Bring you Back 

● Restoration  
○ Hagar 
○ After Sarah drove her out 
○ Genesis 21:17-21 17 And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar 

from heaven, and said to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard 
the voice of the boy where he is. 18 Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I 
will make a great nation of him." 19 Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. 
She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 20 God was with the boy, and 
he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. 21 He lived in the 
wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt. 

● God has a plan for you, don’t know where that will take you 
○ Nikki 

■ Losing foster child 
■ Praying for her 
■ What she said to me- Prophesy 

 
Closing 


