
Into the World 
 
Intro 
 
Acts 2:1-21 
2:1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2:2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 
the entire house where they were sitting. 
2:3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
2:4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 
2:5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
2:6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each. 
2:7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 
2:8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
2:9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, 
2:10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 
2:11 Cretans and Arabs--in our own languages we hear them speaking about God's deeds of 
power." 
2:12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" 
2:13 But others sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." 
2:14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea 
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
2:15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o'clock in the morning. 
2:16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
2:17 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and 
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. 
2:18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and 
they shall prophesy. 
2:19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, 
and smoky mist. 
2:20 The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the 
Lord's great and glorious day. 
2:21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.' 
 
Background 

● Traditional image of Pentecost is fire 
○ Flames 



○ Tongues of fire 
○ Burning candles=birthday of the church 
○ Pentecost is a day for fire! 

● 4 Elements of life 
○ Earth, wind, fire water 
○ Captain Planet 
○ All present in the Pentecost story 
○ Today as we have all Easter Season- focus on water 

 
Water 
John 7:37-39 
7:37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, 
"Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, 
7:38 and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, 'Out of the believer's 
heart shall flow rivers of living water.'" 
7:39 Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive; for as yet there 
was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
 

● V. 38 ‘Out of his (believer’s) heart will flow rivers of living water.' 
○ Greek word translated heart 
○ κοιλία, ας, ἡ, koilia,(koy-lee'-ah) 
○ Definition: belly, womb, the inner man 

● Jesus is talking about us 
○ Followers, believers 
○ From prophet Isaiah 
○ Talking about our beliefs, our hearts, our bellies! 
○ Calling forth living water to flow from the center of us out into the world- Sermon 

Title 
○ Same living water he spoke to the Samaritan woman at the well 

■ John 4:14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never 
be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water 
gushing up to eternal life." 

● World 
○ Live in a world that desperately needs a drink 
○ People are thirsty 
○ All across the globe 

■ Literally thirst for clean, safe water 
■ Mission organizations 

● Amigos for Christ- Nicaragua 
● Africa 

● Living Water 
○ Jesus knows our thirst can’t be quenched by literal water 
○ Yes, we have to meet people’s physical needs 



■ Thank God for those mission organizations 
○ Must offer more than physical care 
○ There is a spiritual need 
○ People Thirsty 

■ Hope 
■ Sign of peace 
■ Promise for a better tomorrow 
■ Abundant life for present and future 

● John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I 
came that they may have life, and have it abundantly." 

● Water Need 
○ You and I probably don’t know what it means to be truly thirsty 
○ Have a nearly unending supply of clean, safe drinking water 
○ According to The Water Project, over one billion people in the world suffer from 

water scarcity 
○ Pause and pray for water scarcity 

■ Flint, Michigan, who have been battling the city to repair their lead pipe 
infrastructure so that they can have access to safe, clean water  

■ I pray for the remaining inhabitants in the war-torn nation of Syria, many 
of whom are dying not from bullets or bombs, but because they cannot 
safely access water and food, they die in hiding from dehydration and 
starvation. 

■ I pray for women and girls who must walk many miles each day to obtain 
water for their families.  

● Witnessed myself in Nicaragua 
○ Pray for water issues around the world 

■ Next time you drink a bottle of water 
■ Shower 
■ Swim 

 
Spiritual Need 

● Physical need is great 
○ Water is not optional 
○ Necessary for physical survival 

● More than physical 
● Spiritual sustenance 
● Beach 

○ Few times as a kid, very small 
■ Didn’t go much after very little 
■ Dad doesn’t like the beach 

○ I love the beach! 
■ Going this summer in July 
■ Would live there if the right opportunity 



○ Renewal 
■ Pentecost moment 
■ Sound of waves =soothing 
■ Lapping of waves= heartbeat of the earth 
■ Ocean= source of life itself 
■ Closer to God 
■ Restores my soul, renews my life 

 
Pentecost 

● People received the Holy Spirit! 
● Poured out in an outstanding act of grace and love by God 
● Spirit of Christ filled their hearts to overflowing 
● Drank so much living water, others thought they were drunk! 

○ Pause,  
○ Haha! 

● Impossible to drink to much of it 
● Joy of the Spirit 

○ 1 Thessalonians 1:5-7 1:5 because our message of the gospel came to you not 
in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just 
as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 
1:6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution 
you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
1:7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia. 

● Let Christ fill us up so that his love and grace literally overflow out of us and into the 
world. 

● I think that is what he meant in John 7:37-38 . . . . ."Let anyone who is thirsty come to 
me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, 'Out of the 
believer's heart shall flow rivers of living water.'" 

 
Closing 

● We are believers who have drunk deeply of the living water of Jesus Christ! 
● Out of our hearts shall flow rivers of living water 
● Flow on all those whom we love in Christ’s name 
● Today 

○ Give thanks that God has filled us to overflowing with living water of Jesus Christ 
○ Give thanks by offering ourselves as vessels to pour out Christ’s living water of 

love to all the world 


