
Passage 
 
Intro 

● Series: Community 
○ 4th week 

● 3 weeks ago 
○ Creation 
○ Trinity 
○ Made in the image of God 
○ Not who you are, but WHOSE you are 

● 2 weeks ago 
○ Birth 
○ New Birth 

■ In Christ 
■ Signified in baptism 

○ New Names 
■ In Christ 
■ New fortune New Destiny 

● Last week  
○ Weaning 
○ Process of growing up and getting out 
○ 2 things= No fear of man, God has a plan for your life 

● This week 
○ Passage 

 
Genesis 22:1-14 
1 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 
2 He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you." 3 So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with 
him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place 
in the distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the 
place far away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the boy 
and I will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you." 6 Abraham took 
the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the 
knife. So the two of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And 
he said, "Here I am, my son." He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb 
for a burnt offering?" 8 Abraham said, "God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my 
son." So the two of them walked on together. 9 When they came to the place that God had 
shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, 
and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took 
the knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, 



"Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 12 He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or 
do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, 
your only son, from me." 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its 
horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
14 So Abraham called that place "The LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the 
mount of the LORD it shall be provided." 
Test 

● Plant Pathology  
○ UGA 
○ Never made a C in a class 
○ Never failed a test in school 
○ This class was different 

● Here in Genesis we have God putting a test to Abraham 
 
Traditional 

● Focus 
○ absolute trust, obedience, and faithfulness Abraham had in God 
○ trust and faith was so great that he was willing to murder his son if that was what 

God required 
● Different/New Perspective 

○ Sure the traditional take of Abraham’s faith is central 
○ Everything through the Gospel Lens 

■ God’s saving act of grace through Jesus 
■ The triune God is present in all things through all circumstances 

After these things 
● v. 1 After these things God tested Abraham 
● What things? 

○ Abimelech, the king of Gerar, tried to take Sarah as a wife. But Abimelech 
realized the strength of Abraham’s God when God came to him in a dream and 
told him to return Sarah to Abraham because Abraham was a prophet. God told 
Abimelech that if he didn’t do it, he would die. But if he did, Abraham would pray 
for him to live.  So Abimelech did what God asked. After that, Abimelech gave 
Abraham and Sarah some land, and Abraham prayed for Abimelech’s healing 
and the restoration of his family because they had been stricken with barrenness. 

○ Story of Hagar and Ishmael being kicked out= Last week 
○ So then Abimelech made another appearance. He came to Abraham with the 

commander of his Army and said, “I know God is with you. I’ve been loyal to you, 
and I trust you and your God will be loyal to me as well.” Abraham complained 
that some of Abimelech’s servants had seized his well. Abimelech responded 
that he didn’t know anything about it. So Abraham took a sheep and an oxen and 
gave them to Abimelech and made with him a covenant. Abraham set apart 
seven lambs. Abimelech asked what it meant and Abraham told him that 
accepting the seven lambs would mean that he had witnessed that Abraham had 



dug the well at Beersheba. Abimelech agreed to the covenant and left, and 
Abraham planted a tree in the name of the Lord to signify the spot where he was 
to reside in the land of the Philistines. 

● So it was after ‘these things’ God tested Abraham 
○ The family had been through a lot 
○ Recent history and from the beginning when God told Abraham to leave his 

homeland and go to the promised land 
Being Tested 

● Abraham is being tested 
○ James 1:12 Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood 

the test and will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who 
love him. 

● Gospel/Jesus lens 
○ Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 

our weaknesses, but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we 
are, yet without sin. 

● Test are hard 
○ Refreshing to know that Jesus has been tested in same way 
○ God is not a God who doesn’t know 
○ Jesus is interceding for us at the right hand of the father 

Love  
● Bomb in v.2 He said, "Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the 

land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I 
shall show you." 

○ Son only son? 
○ Love! 
○ Offer him as a sacrifice 

● Gospel Lens 
○ 1 John 4:9-11 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only 

Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that 
we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. 

Isaac 
● Up till this point focused on Abraham 
● The other key figure in this story 
● Becomes the second patriarch of the nation of Israel 
● V.6-7 here in Gen. 22 6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his 

son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on 
together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, "Father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." 
He said, "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 

○ Isaac not a little boy 
■ Some believe he was even as old as 17 



■ At least a adolescent to teen boy 
■ Wrestling middle schoolers= Grown men strength 

● Gospel/Jesus lens 
○ Isaac carrying his the wood and knife to be used to kill him? 

■ Remind you of something? 
■ John 19:17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is 

called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 
○ “Where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 

■ John 1:29 The next day he(John the Baptist) saw Jesus coming toward 
him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the world! 

● Foreshadowing of Jesus 
○ At some point Isaac was a willing participant in this action 
○ New perspective 
○ Maybe he understood he was going to be the sacrifice 

■ Many cult religions 
■ Vikings 

● Willing Human sacrifices  
■ God forbids human sacrifices throughout the Bible 

● Homework 
● Talking about tests and School today 

Rest of the Story 
● Isaac is on the altar 

○ Willing or not 
○ Wrestled up there are up there on his own accord 

● Abraham’s obedience 
○ Hebrews 11:17-19 17 By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. 

He who had received the promises was ready to offer up his only son, 18 of 
whom he had been told, “It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for 
you.” 19 He considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the 
dead—and figuratively speaking, he did receive him back. 

● Abraham draws his knife back 
○ Reading the story for the first time 

■ “He’s really going to do it?” 
● Gospel/Jesus Lens 

○ James 2:20-23 20 Do you want to be shown, you senseless person, that faith 
apart from works is barren? 21 Was not our ancestor Abraham justified by works 
when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active 
along with his works, and faith was brought to completion by the works. 23 Thus 
the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned 
to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God. 

○ Hebrews 11:19 above 
■ This is before Jesus’ resurrection 



■ No precedence  
■ But Abraham believed it was possible 

● In that moment 
○ The knife is drawn back 
○ Abraham has made up his mind he is going to do it 
○ The Lord intervenes 

■ V. 11-12 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and 
said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 12 He said, "Do not 
lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you 
fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." 

○ Gospel/Jesus Lens 
■ John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
○ Abraham looks over and there is a ram caught in the bush 

God will Provide 
● Earlier in the story Isaac had asked “Where is the lamb for the burnt offering” 

○ Abraham’s response “The Lord will Provide” 
○ After it is over and the ram is provided for the sacrifice 

■ Abraham names that place Jehovah-Jireh “The Lord will Provide” 
● Remember The Lord Provides When: 

○ It seems like all is lost 
○ No hope 
○ Knife is drawn back 

■ On a loved one 
■ On of a relationship 
■ On your health 

○ God will provide, God will make a way 
■ Faith 
■ Faith in the Grace of God 
■ Believe 

● Like Abraham, even when you have no knowledge 
● James 1:6-7 6 But ask in faith, never doubting, for the one who 

doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind; 7, 
8 for the doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every way, 
must not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 

Closing 
● God will provide, He will make a way 
● What areas of your life is the knife drawn back on? 
● What areas do you need to have faith? 
● Today is the day 
● The Lord wants to provide for you even if it seems like all hope is lost 


