
After 
Intro 

● I don’t apologize! Haha 
● Lot of stuff been happening past couple of weeks 

○ I need to share 
○ I need to preach 
○ I will be doing both 
○ Hang ON! 
○ Sea World Roller Coasters 

● Thanks to Joshua Goodling for message last week 
● 2 weeks ago 

○ Before 
○ Romans 7 
○ Sin before the Spirit 
○ Bleak picture 
○ Promised Ch. 8 would rectify it 

Romans 8:1-11 NRSV 
1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3 For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement 
of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those 
who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To set the mind on 
the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind 
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the 
Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 
not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his 
Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
Condemnation 

● 2 weeks ago with Romans 7 
○ V. 15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do 

the very thing I hate 
○ V. 24 Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
○ Body of death 

■ Grim Outlook 
■ Ends with this very somber picture 

○ Remember, Paul didn’t write chapter and verse to Romans, it was one letter 
● Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

○ Go from Body of Death, Grim outlook, to no condemnation 
○ What’s the difference? 

■ Jesus 
■ Chapter 7 is a picture of those who are living without Jesus in their life 



■ Chapter 8 we get a different perspective, looking through a different lens, 
the perspective/lens of Jesus 

● John 8:1-11 
○ Scribes and Pharisees brought woman to Jesus who had been caught in adultery 
○ Law of Moses commands to stone such a women, “What do you say?” 
○ Jesus Bent down wrote on the ground in the dirt 
○ Kept questioning him, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to 

throw a stone at her” 
○ Bent down and started writing in the dirt again 
○ One by one dropped the stone and left 
○ “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”  
○ She said, “No one, sir.” 
○ And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way, and from now on do 

not sin again.” 
1. He who has no sin cast the first stone 

○ Usually the Focus 
○ Rightfully so 
○ Bible tells us that we will be judged with the measure that 

we judge others 
2. Go and sin no more 

○ 2nd thing usually 
○ Jesus didn’t condone her actions, but he showed mercy 

and grace 
■ Definition 
■ Mercy= not getting what you deserve 

● This case stoning 
■ Grace= getting something you don’t deserve 

● This case pardon 
■ Then after mercy and grace was extended, 

admonished her not to repeat her actions 
○ Again a good reminder= Don’t repeat sins 

3. Neither do I condemn you 
○ Think about what Jesus said 

■ He without sin cast the first stone 
■ Only person there that fit that profile= Jesus 

○ He could have threw the first stone and then the other 
stones would’ve followed 

○ He could have sentenced the woman to death and been 
justified in doing so 

○ BUT he chose mercy and grace 
● Back to Romans 8:1 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus” 
○ In Christ= no longer condemned 
○ Not this Grim outlook of ‘wretched person I am’ 
○ No longer does sin have power over us 

■ 8:2  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from 
the law of sin and of death. 

■ Doesn’t mean we won’t sin, but it has no power over us 



○ God doesn’t condemn us but extends mercy and grace to us 
■ 8:3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: 

by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, 
he condemned sin in the flesh,  

■ Just like Jesus didn’t condemn the woman caught in adultery 
○ Another real important aspect:  

■ The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God now lives inside of us 
■ 8:4 so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 

walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  
 

Spirit 
Romans 8: 9-11 

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, 
though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

● Different 
○ In Christ= you are different 
○ Different is good= old Arby’s commercial 

■ Mine and Monica’s first date 
○ Yes to him as Lord of your life and Leader of your life 
○ Different because of the Spirit 

● Contrast 
○ Here Paul is Contrasting what he said earlier in Chapter 7:24 Wretched man that 

I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
○ Sin= Death 

■ James 1:14-15 But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being lured and 
enticed by it; then, when that desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin, 
and that sin, when it is fully grown, gives birth to death. 

○ Spirit= Life 
■ 8:10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the 

Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
● You 

○ Different Jesus is Lord of your life and Leader of your life 
○ Now the Spirit guides you 

■ Galatians 5:24-26 (NRSV) 
24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by 
the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, competing against one 
another, envying one another. 

■ Scary 
1. Not Dangerous 
2. Don’t have control 
3. AWESOME 
4. Let me tell you about Phillip= Acts 8 

○ In Samaria 



○ Preaching, casting out unclean spirits, paralyzed and lame 
cured 

○ Peter and John come, prayed for the Samaratians to 
receive the Holy Spirit 

○ Angel of the Lord tells Philip to go south to the road 
between Jerusalem and Gaza 

○ He saw a chariot and the Spirit told him to go over to it 
○ Ethiopian eunuch, witnessed to him 
○ Eunuch accepted Christ and wanted to be baptized 
○ Philip baptized him 
○ Acts 8:39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 

the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

○ REVIEW 
● Pray “Holy Spirit Come” 

○ Sang song “Holy Spirit you are welcome here” 
○ Do you really mean that? 
○ Here 

■ not just in our worship service 
1. Personally 

○ In Christ 
○ Lord of your life 
○ Leader of your life 
○ Yes 

■ Now Spirit lives in you 
■ Guides your moves 
■ Like Philip 

○ We are all missionaries 
■ Epiphany this week 

● Podcast= Church planter in Durham NC 
○ Immersed self in community like a 

missionary before planted a church 
● Missionary in Jackson County 
● You are a missionary 

2. Ebenezer 
○ Collectively for over a year been praying for the Holy Spirit 

to bring revival in our church, community, state, nation, 
world 

○ We said it would start here! Spread out 
○ Been talking to another pastor 

■ Started out as an interview project for seminary 
■ Lead to convo about the Holy Spirit 
■ Both UM pastors, but this week we are going to 

start meeting at WJMS to pray with a leader of 
another church tradition, maybe more, for Holy 
Spirit’s work together in this area 

■ Other things with that pastor 
● I had a vision for 



● Several years before I came to Ebenezer 
● Share more later 

Closing 
● Holy Spirit you are welcome here? 

○ Really? 
○ Are you ready? 

● Spirit is at work 
○ Going to take us out of your comfort zone individually and collectively as a church 

■ Ebenezer and the Big ‘C’ church 
■ Not a Building but a body, not property but people 
■ Spirit has big plans for us and you, are you ready? 
■ Holy Spirit you are welcome here 
■ Holy Spirit is doing a mighty work! 

● It’s going to push us and take us places we never thought, maybe 
never wanted 

● I know what your thinking=  
○ Oh no Brent is ‘up to something again’ 
○ Answer= Holy Spirit is and I’m not putting the brakes on it! 
○ Time in my life I would’ve, but not anymore 
○ I want to be where the Spirit is moving! 

● Me 
○ Prayer= Holy Spirit you are welcome HERE= ME 
○ Holy Spirit you are welcome HERE= Ebenezer 

● Is that your prayer? 
 


