
Intro 
● Series: Community 

○ 4th week 
● 4 weeks ago 

○ Creation 
○ Trinity 
○ Made in the image of God 
○ Not who you are, but WHOSE you are 

● 3 weeks ago 
○ Birth 
○ New Birth 

■ In Christ 
■ Signified in baptism 

○ New Names 
■ In Christ 
■ New fortune New Destiny 

● 2 weeks ago 
○ Weaning 
○ Process of growing up and getting out 
○ 2 things= No fear of man, God has a plan for your life 

● Last week 
○ Passage 
○ Gospel Lens 
○ Isaac being sacrificed 
○ God will provide, he will make a way, even in the darkest of circumstances 

 
Genesis 24 NRSV 
1 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years; and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all 
things. 2 Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his house, who had charge of all that he 
had, “Put your hand under my thigh 3 and I will make you swear by the Lord, the God of heaven 
and earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among 
whom I live, 4 but will go to my country and to my kindred and get a wife for my son Isaac.” 5 
The servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman may not be willing to follow me to this land; must I 
then take your son back to the land from which you came?” 6 Abraham said to him, “See to it 
that you do not take my son back there. 7 The Lord, the God of heaven, who took me from my 
father’s house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and swore to me, ‘To your 
offspring I will give this land,’ he will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my 
son from there. 8 But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this 
oath of mine; only you must not take my son back there.” 9 So the servant put his hand under 
the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter. 
 
10 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking all kinds of choice 
gifts from his master; and he set out and went to Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor. 11 He 



made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water; it was toward evening, the 
time when women go out to draw water. 12 And he said, “O Lord, God of my master Abraham, 
please grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. 13 I am 
standing here by the spring of water, and the daughters of the townspeople are coming out to 
draw water. 14 Let the girl to whom I shall say, ‘Please offer your jar that I may drink,’ and who 
shall say, ‘Drink, and I will water your camels’—let her be the one whom you have appointed for 
your servant Isaac. By this I shall know that you have shown steadfast love to my master.” 
 
15 Before he had finished speaking, there was Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel son of 
Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, coming out with her water jar on her shoulder. 16 
The girl was very fair to look upon, a virgin, whom no man had known. She went down to the 
spring, filled her jar, and came up. 17 Then the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please let me 
sip a little water from your jar.” 18 “Drink, my lord,” she said, and quickly lowered her jar upon 
her hand and gave him a drink. 19 When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, “I will 
draw for your camels also, until they have finished drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar 
into the trough and ran again to the well to draw, and she drew for all his camels. 21 The man 
gazed at her in silence to learn whether or not the Lord had made his journey successful. 
 
22 When the camels had finished drinking, the man took a gold nose-ring weighing a half 
shekel, and two bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and said, “Tell me whose 
daughter you are. Is there room in your father’s house for us to spend the night?” 24 She said to 
him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 25 She added, “We 
have plenty of straw and fodder and a place to spend the night.” 26 The man bowed his head 
and worshiped the Lord 27 and said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, 
who has not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, the 
Lord has led me on the way to the house of my master’s kin.” 
 
28 Then the girl ran and told her mother’s household about these things. 29 Rebekah had a 
brother whose name was Laban; and Laban ran out to the man, to the spring. 30 As soon as he 
had seen the nose-ring, and the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and when he heard the words of 
his sister Rebekah, “Thus the man spoke to me,” he went to the man; and there he was, 
standing by the camels at the spring. 31 He said, “Come in, O blessed of the Lord. Why do you 
stand outside when I have prepared the house and a place for the camels?” 32 So the man 
came into the house; and Laban unloaded the camels, and gave him straw and fodder for the 
camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him. 33 Then food 
was set before him to eat; but he said, “I will not eat until I have told my errand.” He said, 
“Speak on.” 
 
34 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 35 The Lord has greatly blessed my master, and he 
has become wealthy; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and female 
slaves, camels and donkeys. 36 And Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to my master when she 
was old; and he has given him all that he has. 37 My master made me swear, saying, ‘You shall 
not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live; 38 but you 



shall go to my father’s house, to my kindred, and get a wife for my son.’ 39 I said to my master, 
‘Perhaps the woman will not follow me.’ 40 But he said to me, ‘The Lord, before whom I walk, 
will send his angel with you and make your way successful. You shall get a wife for my son from 
my kindred, from my father’s house. 41 Then you will be free from my oath, when you come to 
my kindred; even if they will not give her to you, you will be free from my oath.’ 
 
42 “I came today to the spring, and said, ‘O Lord, the God of my master Abraham, if now you 
will only make successful the way I am going! 43 I am standing here by the spring of water; let 
the young woman who comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, “Please give me a little water 
from your jar to drink,” 44 and who will say to me, “Drink, and I will draw for your camels 
also”—let her be the woman whom the Lord has appointed for my master’s son.’ 
 
45 “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah coming out with her water 
jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, ‘Please let me 
drink.’ 46 She quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will also water 
your camels.’ So I drank, and she also watered the camels. 47 Then I asked her, ‘Whose 
daughter are you?’ She said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son, whom Milcah bore to him.’ 
So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head and 
worshiped the Lord, and blessed the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who had led me by 
the right way to obtain the daughter of my master’s kinsman for his son. 49 Now then, if you will 
deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn either to the 
right hand or to the left.” 
 
50 Then Laban and Bethuel answered, “The thing comes from the Lord; we cannot speak to you 
anything bad or good. 51 Look, Rebekah is before you, take her and go, and let her be the wife 
of your master’s son, as the Lord has spoken.” 
 
52 When Abraham’s servant heard their words, he bowed himself to the ground before the Lord. 
53 And the servant brought out jewelry of silver and of gold, and garments, and gave them to 
Rebekah; he also gave to her brother and to her mother costly ornaments. 54 Then he and the 
men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the night there. When they rose in the 
morning, he said, “Send me back to my master.” 55 Her brother and her mother said, “Let the 
girl remain with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go.” 56 But he said to them, “Do 
not delay me, since the Lord has made my journey successful; let me go that I may go to my 
master.” 57 They said, “We will call the girl, and ask her.” 58 And they called Rebekah, and said 
to her, “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will.” 59 So they sent away their sister Rebekah 
and her nurse along with Abraham’s servant and his men. 60 And they blessed Rebekah and 
said to her, 
 
“May you, our sister, become 
    thousands of myriads; 
may your offspring gain possession 
    of the gates of their foes.” 



61 Then Rebekah and her maids rose up, mounted the camels, and followed the man; thus the 
servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 
 
62 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the Negeb. 63 Isaac went out in 
the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, he saw camels coming. 64 And Rebekah looked 
up, and when she saw Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, 65 and said to the servant, 
“Who is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, “It is my master.” 
So she took her veil and covered herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had 
done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she 
became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 
Synopsis 

● Abraham asks servant to go to his homeland and get Isaac a wife 
○ Abraham old 
○ Servant 

■ Made him swear an oath 
■ Death is only thing could break it 
■ “What if she doesn’t come” v. 5 The servant said to him, “Perhaps the 

woman may not be willing to follow me to this land; must I then take your 
son back to the land from which you came?” 

● Abraham said free from oath 
○ Faith 

■ Abraham 
■ Holy Spirit 
■ Didn’t doubt 

○ Arranged marriages 
■ Customary 
■ Still kinda weird 

● Servant goes 
○ Gets to well 
○ Makes a deal with God/ prays v.12-14 1 And he said, “O Lord, God of my master 

Abraham, please grant me success today and show steadfast love to my master 
Abraham. I am standing here by the spring of water, and the daughters of the 
townspeople are coming out to draw water. Let the girl to whom I shall say, 
‘Please offer your jar that I may drink,’ and who shall say, ‘Drink, and I will water 
your camels’—let her be the one whom you have appointed for your servant 
Isaac. By this I shall know that you have shown steadfast love to my master.” 

■ Show steadfast love to master Abraham 
■ Blessed him 
■ Girl who comes out and gives me water and offers to water Camels= 

she’s the one! 
● Rebekah 

■ Abraham’s great niece, granddaughter of brother Nahor 
■ Comes and does just as servant said 



● Gives water to him and his camels 
■ Servant was amazed v. 21The man gazed at her in silence to learn 

whether or not the Lord had made his journey successful. 
■ Servant gives her gold rings and bracelets 

● Part of the marriage price 
■ Servant worships v.26-27 The man bowed his head and worshiped the 

Lord and said, “Blessed be the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who 
has not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. 
As for me, the Lord has led me on the way to the house of my master’s 
kin.” 

■ She goes home and tells her family 
○ Laban  

■ Rebekah’s brother 
■ Saw the ring and bracelets and he was a little excited, maybe to excited 
■ Abraham’s servant comes in and explains the whole thing to the family 

● Abraham is extremely blessed and wealthy 
● Abraham sent him on oath 
● Deal if she wouldn’t come 
● Deal with God, before done speaking= Rebekah showed up 

○ She’s the one! 
○ Bethuel, father and Laban 

■ V. 50-51 ““The thing comes from the Lord; we cannot speak to you 
anything bad or good. Look, Rebekah is before you, take her and go, and 
let her be the wife of your master’s son, as the Lord has spoken.” 

■ Servant was shocked again 
■ Brother and mother wanted her to stay ten days before she goes 
■ Servant wanted to go 
■ Asked Rebekah, she said she would go 
■ Family blessed her v. 60 ““May you, our sister, become thousands of 

myriads; may your offspring gain possession of the gates of their foes.” 
○ Rebekah meets Isaac for first time 

■ V. 62-67 Now Isaac had come from Beer-lahai-roi, and was settled in the 
Negeb. Isaac went out in the evening to walk in the field; and looking up, 
he saw camels coming. And Rebekah looked up, and when she saw 
Isaac, she slipped quickly from the camel, and said to the servant, “Who 
is the man over there, walking in the field to meet us?” The servant said, 
“It is my master.” So she took her veil and covered herself. And the 
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac brought her 
into his mother Sarah’s tent. He took Rebekah, and she became his wife; 
and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

● Summary 
○ Strange 

■ Even in a culture of arranged marriages this is strange 



■ Isaac and Abraham not together 
● Abraham lived at Beersheba 
● Sarah died at Kiriath-arba (Hebron) 
● Isaac was in Beer-lhai-roi, dwelling in the Negeb 

○ Ironically closer to Hagar and Ishmael than his father 
■ Abe sends servant back to his homeland 
■ Never met the girl 
■ Servant goes, and even he thinks it’s strange 
■ End’s up working out, Holy Spirit/God 

Individual Families 
● Family ‘normal’ 

○ I grew up in 
○ No normal 
○ I am not perfect or ‘good’ by no stretch of the imagination  

■ Realized it after I was grown= no normal 
■ It’s just family 

● Mine  
○ Mom and Dad 

■ Married for 40 years 
■ Dad was married before 

● Had a daughter 
● Divorce= Death 
● Path of destruction 
● Product of, so I know it happens and is even necessary is some 

cases= LAST RESORT 
○ sisters=4 
○ Oldest is a half sister 
○ Don’t call or talk to any of them much 
○ I love them and they love me 
○ Multiple nieces and nephews 
○ Not perfect, but we are family 
○ Have had our disagreements for sure! 

■ Monica and my sister 
■ Took me a while after I was married to realize 

● that’s not my family anymore 
● Of course they are but not the most important 

● Husband and Wife 
○ 2 shall become one=Biblical 

■ Jesus in Matthew 19:4-6 (NRSV) quotes scripture in Genesis 
4 He answered, “Have you not read that the one who made them at the 
beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the 



two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

○ Most important relationship  
■ Above other family 

● LEAVE Father and mother 
○ Mama’s boy 

● JOINED to his wife 
■ No longer two, but one flesh 

● Not Monica and Brent, but one 
● Moent or Bronica 

■ God has joined together, let no one separate 
○ Fully expect that when my children marry 

■ Arranged marriages? 
Abraham’s Family  

● Abraham's Family 
○ Messed up 
○ Multiple occasions trying to pass off Sarah as his sister 
○ Taking his wife's servant to have a child at wife's request 

■ Hagar and Ishmael 
■ After birth of Isaac kicks said servant and son out at wife’s request 

○ Near sacrifice of Isaac  
■ Last week 
■ Faithful? 
■ Willing? 

○ Today’s story, Sending servant to get a wife from own kinsmen for adult/grown 
son 

■ Him=30, Her=Teens 
■ Holy Spirit is in the process 
■ God ordained it 
■ Doesn’t make it less strange/weird 

○ That's Abraham’s legacy 
● Legacy 

○ Family  
■ Israel 
■ Nation/Family 
■ Beginnings 

○ Personal 
■ Abraham  
■ Faith 

● Romans 4:20 NRSV No distrust (unbelief) made him waver 
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as 
he gave glory to God, 

● Crazy stuff 



○ We see faith in sacrifice of Isaac 
○ Sarah as sister? 
○ Where is the faith in that? 

■ Righteousness 
● Romans 4:22 NRSV Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 
● Crazy stuff in there as well 

○ Sleeping with wife’s concubine? 
○ Kicking Hagar and Ishmael out? 
○ Righteousness? 

○ Mistakes 
■ Mistakes made 
■ God still loved Abraham and had a plan 

● Few weeks ago=plan 
■ Holy Spirit still at work 

Family of Faith 
● Gospel Lens 
● Our faith family 

○ Church, big “C” 
■ Local churches  

● Past two weeks 
○ Bethany 
○ JFUMC 

● Fired up 
○ Holy Spirit 

■ Same team 
■ Partnership  
■ Connectional group  
■ Cross traditional  

● Northeast Bus 
● Jefferson Church 
● Neighboring Series 
● Iserve Yesterday 

○ church little c-Ebenezer  
● This is our family, our faith family 

○ Jesus with his mother and brothers 
■ Matthew 12:46-50 46 While he was still speaking to the crowds, his 

mother and his brothers were standing outside, wanting to speak to him. 
47 Someone told him, “Look, your mother and your brothers are standing 
outside, wanting to speak to you.”[c] 48 But to the one who had told him 
this, Jesus[d] replied, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 
And pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my 



brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my 
brother and sister and mother.” 

○ We are a family together 
■ When one hurts we all hurt 
■ We should pray for one another 
■ Partner together 
■ No competition 

● No sheep stealing  
● Ebenezer’s legacy 

○ Past 
■ Good 

● Stories of faith this Wed night 
■ Not so good 

● Just like us as persons 
● Not perfect, no perfect people allowed 

○ Faith 
■ Unwavering belief 
■ Definition of found in Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  
● Like verses 2-3 as well 2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received 

approval. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things 
that are not visible. 

■ Place of faith 
● Stories this Wed 

○ Hope 
■ Refuge 
■ Isaiah 4:4-6 4 once the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters 

of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of Jerusalem from its midst by a 
spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. 5 Then the Lord will create 
over the whole site of Mount Zion and over its places of assembly a cloud 
by day and smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed over 
all the glory there will be a canopy. 6 It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by 
day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter from the storm and rain. 

■ Washing 
■ Next the Lord’s glory= canopy 
■ Refuge and shelter= from heat, storm and rain 
■ Place of Hope/Refuge 

● Welcome to people who have none 
○ Love 

■ Greatest 
● 1 Corinthians 13:13 And now faith, hope, and love abide, these 

three; and the greatest of these is love. 



■ More than anything we are to be a place of Love 
Closing 

● Dr Chilcote's image 
○ Hurricanes 

■ Not destructive 
■ Power, power to change 

● Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

■ More about that in the weeks to come 
■ Our family has the power to change others 

● Because of the power of the Spirit 
○ Little hurricanes/catalyst  

■ Little ‘c’ churches within the Big ‘C’ Church 
● Spirit is at work 

○ Part of the work 


