
Hope 
Intro 

● In our Series Life in the Spirit 
● Looking at Romans 

○ 1st Sermon=Before 
■ Ch. 7 
■ Life before the Spirit 
■ Bleak/grim picture ‘Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 

body of death?’ 
○ 2 Weeks Ago= After 

■ Ch. 8, first few verses 
■ No condemnation in Christ 
■ Holy Spirit lives inside of us 
■ ‘Holy Spirit you are welcome here’! 

○ Last Week= Adoption 
■ Saying yes to Jesus as Lord and Leader of your life = 

● Child of God- Adopted by the Holy Spirit 
● Chosen with a purpose for a purpose 

■ God is pursuing you no matter if you are running the other way! 
Romans 8:18-25 (NRSV) 
18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
about to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God; 20 for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of 
the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to 
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole 
creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we 
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. 
For who hopes for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 
 
Suffering 

● Last week Adoption 
○ Heirs with Christ 
○ All the benefits that Christ has 
○ No longer a slave to fear 

● Benefits 
○ Must give something up 
○ Romans 8:17 (ESV) and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs 

with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with 
him. 

○ Caveat/Catch 



● James 1:2-4 (NRSV) 
2 My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but 
joy, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; 4 and let 
endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in 
nothing. 

○ Jody’s coworker in Athens reading water meters 
○ We have all had a boss, coworker, family member that we have had to ‘suffer’ 

through 
○ Suffering is relative 

■ Dealing with Middle School kids 
● Difference between hurt and uncomfortable 
● Difference between being hurt and being injured- sports 

■ Garden gnome  
● In order to inherit we must suffer 

○ No prosperity gospel here 
○ Jesus died on a cross 
○ That doesn’t mean we have to die on a cross 
○ What it does mean that we must sacrifice and that we will suffer the Gospel’s 

sake 
● Jesus didn’t promise that we wouldn’t suffer 

○ He actually promised the opposite ‘The world hates you’ in John 15 and 
references it several times in that passage 

○ Take up your cross 
○ Didn’t promise that we wouldn’t suffer, however he said that he ‘would be with us 

till the end’ 
Groaning 

● Praying 
○ Someone in this manner 
○ Sounds like they have stomach issues 

● Groan or groaning 
○ 36 times in the Bible specifically 
○ Groaning of the Israelites (Ex. 2:23) 

● Not specifically groaning, but implied 
○ heart-rending pleas of Hannah for a child (1Sam 1:15).  
○ Isaiah’s resolve to “give God no rest” (62:7)  
○ Jeremiah’s said he was going to cling to God “as a belt clings to a person’s waist” 

(13:8-11)  
○ The Psalmists yearning for God to “listen to my cry, for I am desperate need” 

(142:6). 
○ Jesus 

■ “petitions with loud cries and tears” (Heb 5:7)  
■ Laments over Jerusalem (Lk 19:41)  
■ Gethsemane (Lk 22:44), where the agony of prayer drew blood 



○ Paul for the Romans to “join me in my struggle”—literally, agonize with me—“by 
praying to God for  me” (Rom 15:30).  

○ Spirit  
■ New Testament meant by “praying in the Spirit” (Eph 6:18),  
■ who “intercedes for us through wordless groans” (Rom 8:26). 

● Paul to the Galatians 
○ Galatians 4:19 (NRSV) 

My little children, for whom I am again in the pain of childbirth until Christ is 
formed in you, 

● Friday Morning 
○ Praying for this community 
○ Awakening/Revival 

● Here 
○ Creation groaning in labor pains for the Spirit 
○ We groan inwardly as we await adoption, the redemption of our bodies 

■ Speaking of groaning 
■ My body! 

Hope 
● Finish with Hope 

○ v.24-25 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 
hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 

● Definition 
○ Hebrews 11:1 (NRSV) 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 
○ Confusing at first 
○ Assurance 
○ Conviction 

● Jefferson 
○ Considered an high unchurched area 
○ Potential is great 

● My hope  
○ Friday morning prayer time 
○ Unity= churches, followers of Christ 
○ Awakening/Revival in our community 
○ People are longing to know that God is real= Let’s show them! 
○ Haven’t seen it yet, waiting with patience 
○ Be different, do different things, be the church outside of these walls 
○ Break down barriers, even if the barrier is me! 

Closing 


