
Intro 
● In our Series Life in the Spirit 
● Looking at Romans 

○ 1st Sermon=Before 
■ Ch. 7 
■ Life before the Spirit 
■ Bleak/grim picture ‘Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 

body of death?’ 
○ 3 Weeks Ago= After 

■ Ch. 8, first few verses 
■ No condemnation in Christ 
■ Holy Spirit lives inside of us 
■ ‘Holy Spirit you are welcome here’! 

○ 2 Weeks ago= Adoption 
■ Saying yes to Jesus as Lord and Leader of your life = 

● Child of God- Adopted by the Holy Spirit 
● Chosen with a purpose for a purpose 

■ God is pursuing you no matter if you are running the other way! 
○ Last week= Hope 

■ Suffering with Christ 
■ Groaning in the Spirit 
■ Leads to Hope 
■ Unbelievers and doubters waiting for God to be made real in power and 

glory 
■ Hope is revival/awakening, unity among believers 
■ Gospel= transformed and changed people 

 
Romans 8:26-30 (NRSV) 
26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 
but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches the 
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 28 We know that all things work together for good for those who 
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he 
called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
Pray 

● V. 26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as 
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words 

○ Don’t know how 
■ Jesus said and did a lot about prayer 
■ Disciples= Teach us how to pray 



● Lord’s prayer 
■ Don’t be like the hypocrites 
■ Many times went by himself to pray 

○ Spirit intercedes 
■ 2 Samuel 24 

● King David, man after God’s own heart 
● In his pride took a census of Israel 

○ How many people he had  
○ To be proud 
○ Bible ‘anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he 

incited David’ 
● Joab, commander of David’s army tried to talk some sense into 

him 
○ David didn’t listen 

● David realized what he had done and was sorry 
○ Confessed and Repented (Man after God’s own heart) 
○ “Take away the iniquity of your servant” 

● Prophet Gad 
○ Lord gave David 3 choices 

1. 3 years of famine 
2. Flee 3 months before foes 
3. 3 days pestilence 

● David  
○ Fall into hand of the Lord b/c his mercy is great, but not 

into the hand of man 
● Plague broke out in Israel 

○ 70,000 died 
○ David interceded “Behold I have sinned, and I have done 

wickedly. But these sheep, what have they done? Please 
let your hand be against me and against my father’s 
house?” 

● Gad 
○ Told David to go build an altar where the angel of the Lord 

had gotten to 
○ He did and the Lord stopped the plague 

■ Stories throughout the Bible of man interceding for others and the Lord 
listened 

■ How much more of a privilege is it to have the Spirit, part of the trinity, 
interceding for us! 

○ Groans 
■ Spirit 
■ Last week 

● Prayer 



● Deep yearning 
■ Spirit groaning 

● Deeper than words 
● V. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 

the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
○ Spirit again 
○ Intercedes according to the will of God 

■ Sometimes we can’t see the big picture 
■ No mistake God’s will will be done 
■ When our prayers are to small the Spirit corrects them for us 
■ Unanswered prayers=not, Answer= simple no 
■ Paul 

● 2 Corinthians 12:7b-9 (NRSV) 
7b Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given 
me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me 
from being too elated. 8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about 
this, that it would leave me, 9 but he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” So, I 
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power 
of Christ may dwell in me. 

Good 
● v. 28  We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 

called according to his purpose. 
● Not that all things are good 

○ Sickness= Cancer, disease, 
○ Hunger= Jackson County, Iserve, North Jackson 
○ Loss 

■ Jobs 
■ Relationships 

● All things work together For good 
○ Hindsight is 20/20 
○ Can see how God worked good in those things 

■ Monica’s health issues in 2012 
● Taught us to ask for help 
● Strengthened some friendships 

Family 
● v. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 

his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  
● Image 

○ Genesis 1:27 (NRSV) 
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 

○ Man created in the image of God 



○ Here= being conformed to the image of Christ 
○ Sanctification= process of being made like Jesus 

● Firstborn 
○ Couple weeks ago 
○ Heirs with Christ 
○ All the benefits Jesus has 
○ Also means we have to suffer with him= Last week 

● Large Family 
○ Church= Big C 
○ Family at Ebenezer 

■ Robert in Discipleship group= this is my family 
○ Family of believers 

● Holy Spirit moving 
○ Jackson County 

● Revival 
○ Happening now 

■ Been praying for it 
■ Found out Bethlehem Church has been praying for revival for Jefferson 

○ Sarah Cosey 
■ Facebook Live Video= Revival two weeks ago 
■ Foothills 

● Feed those students 
○ Friday morning pressbox prayer 

■ Group of pastors in JC 
■ Want it to be all of them 
■ Revival/Awakening in JC 

○ Partnering with JFUMC 
■ Night of Healing Prayer 
■ Other things 

○ Holy Spirit you are welcome here 
● So exciting 

Closing 
● Unity 

○ Wednesday’s Word 
○ Jesus prayed for that in John 17 
○ Unity among followers of Christ 
○ Unity at Ebenezer 

■ Satan will try to divide us 
■ Like King David our pride will try to get in the way 
■ I pray for unity 

● Large Family  
○ What good could be done! 


