
Intro 
● In our Series Life in the Spirit 
● Looking at Romans 

○ 1st Sermon=Before 
■ Ch. 7 
■ Life before the Spirit 
■ Bleak/grim picture ‘Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this 

body of death?’ 
○ Last Week= After 

■ Ch. 8, first few verses 
■ No condemnation in Christ 
■ Holy Spirit lives inside of us 
■ ‘Holy Spirit you are welcome here’! 

Romans 8:12-25 (NRSV) 
12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 
13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 
15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit 
of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 18 I consider that 
the sufferings of present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 
19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20 for the 
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the 
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 We know that the whole creation has been 
groaning in labor pains until now; 23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 
24 For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
Adoption 

● Children of God 
○ V. 14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.  

● Spirit of Adoption 
○ V. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 

received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!”  
○ Abba= Daddy 

■ Gus and Holly praying 
● Adoption 

○ Modern Times 
■ American Culture 
■ Looks at adoption as less than blood kin (as we say in the South) 



■ Extensive Process 
● Classes 
● Financial commitment 
● Lot to do 

■ My friend Brent Growing up 
● Newhart show= Larry, Darryl and Darryl 
● Immediate Family treated him as theirs 
● Extended Family and friends? 
● Went to church with him many times 

○ Roman Culture 
■ Greek Word= Huiothesia (hwee-oth-es-ee'-ah) 

● I like making ya’ll say crazy stuff! haha 
■ Means= ‘to place as a son’ 
■ All females saying= sons?, what about daughters? 
■ Very significant in the Roman culture 

● Daughters didn’t get any inheritance, only sons 
● Paul is using this language for a specific reason 
● V. 17 and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 
glorified with him. 

■ Not only inheritance but a choice 
● Adoption in Roman culture was looked at as better than ‘blood kin’ 
● See you can’t choose who is born into your family 

○ If we could we might have made a different choice? 
○ Your related to them whether you like it or not 

● Choosing 
○ Adopted children were made by choice 
○ I choose you 
○ That is what Paul is saying here 

■ You were chosen with a purpose for a purpose 
■ Jeremiah 29:11 NRSV For surely I know the plans I 

have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare 
and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 

■ God chose YOU! 
● God pursues you even before you know it 
● Visual of ‘walking away from God’ 
● Church word=prevenient grace  

○ The grace of God that chases you 
even before you ‘know it’ 

■ The Holy Spirit adopted you into the family of God 
● How does that make you feel? 



● V. 15 For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received a spirit of adoption . . . . . . . 

● No more a slave 
○ Bethel Music= No Longer Slave 

■ Lyrics “No longer a slave to fear, but I am a child of 
God” 

■ Here in v. 15 ‘spirit of slavery’ 
● Sin 
● Talked about it Last couple of sermons 
● As being an adopted heir with Christ now 

sin has no power over us 
Closing 

● You 
○ No longer a slave to fear 
○ Child of God 
○ You have been adopted, chosen by the Holy Spirit to become an heir with Christ 

■ V. 16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 

○ All the benefits that Jesus has as God’s own Son is available to you! 


