
 

Winning Team [The Kingdom of Heaven] 
Intro 

● Starting our new series: Kingdom 
○ 1st part of the series focus 

■ What, When, Who, Where, Why, How 
○ 2nd part  

■ Living in the Kingdom 
○ Tag Line 

■ Your Kingdom come on Jackson County as it is in Heaven 
● Today 

○ What and When of KOG 
○ Title: Winning Team 

 
Matthew 4:12-17 (NRSV) 
12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left 
Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 
14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
    on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16 the people who sat in darkness 
    have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
    light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 
 
Opening 

● Football Season 
● Winning 

○ Everyone wants to be on the winning team 
○ My family went 0 for this weekend 
○ WJMS football team 3-0 
○ Georgia won 

What 
● 2 Kingdoms 

○ Definition of Kingdom: A kingdom is a governmental unit or sphere where a 
single person is sovereign / dominant, example, a king or queen 

○ A realm is the domain, including the subjects, over which one (the king)  has 
jurisdiction; figuratively, a sphere of power or influence: 

● OPENING TENSION:  2 Kingdoms at work in this world...Kingdom of Heaven, ruled 
by God, and Kingdom of the world, ruled by the Enemy...these 2 kingdoms are in 



 

conflict…and we are citizens of one of these Kingdoms (one or the other - not a 
3rd option) 

○ #1 KOG 
■ Light  
■ Jesus 
■ Truth- love, justice, mercy, compassion, 

○ #2 Kingdom of the Enemy 
■ Dark  
■ Satan 

● 1 John 5:19-20 (NRSV) 
19 We know that we are God’s children, and that the whole world 
lies under the power of the evil one. 20 And we know that the Son 
of God has come and has given us understanding so that we may 
know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son 
Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life. 

● Previous passage - Temptation of Jesus where it says, “Next the 
devil took him (Jesus) to the peak of a very high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.  ‘I will 
give it all to you,’ he said, ‘if you will kneel down and worship 
me…’ - reinforcing the kingdoms of the world are his to give 

■ Lies- power, wealth, status, greed,… 
■ James 4:4 (NRSV) 

4 Adulterers! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world becomes an 
enemy of God. 

■ While appears that this world belongs to the Enemy, that doesn’t prevent 
the in-breaking of Heaven’s Kingdom  

 
When 

● v.17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.”  The Kingdom is not just some future promise, it has drawn near - it is here 
and now... 

 
REPENT:  

● Typical association with word repent:  changing one’s actions (turning 180 degrees; 
making a U-turn with regards to sin 

●  Greek word for Repent goes beyond that understanding to not just changing actions, but 
changing one’s mind (…by the renewing of your mind)…Not in the sense of coming 
up with a new opinion, but in the sense of changing the basic way you look at 
the world and carry yourself in it. 

○ Romans 12:2 (NRSV) 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 



 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 

●  What is going on up here (mind) is just as important, if not more important, than what is 
taking place in the flesh - our mind is often the greatest battle ground...thoughts we are 
having Kingdom thoughts? 

● gotta change what’s happening up here…(in one’s mind) – change perspective of what 
Kingdom you belong in and operate out of.  Entirely possible to operate from Heaven on 
Earth (seated in heavenly places with Christ Jesus) 

● Verb form of ‘repent’ is present tense, implying something like ‘be repenting’ – not a 
one-time activity, but an on-going endless pursuit to recall which Kingdom you belong to 
and to deal with the tensions between the kingdom of heaven and the kingdoms of this 
world with different values and perspectives than the Kingdom of Heaven 

 
COMING NEAR:  

● The   word   used   for   the   “coming   near”   of   the   rule   of   the   heavens   (ἤγγικεν) 
implies a vibrant, earth-shaking approach. 

○ Acts 4:31 (NRSV) 
31 When they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 
together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
spoke the word of God with boldness. 

● It’s not so much a soft landing as much as it is a slamming into place with force 
and purpose 

● The drawing-near of the Dominion of the heavens causes the earth to shake.  
○ Should be shaking / de-stabilizing… 
○ shake things up; shake us out of our every day safety and comfort.  

■ Out of comfort zone 
○ Should be disruptive – disrupt us from our status quo… 

● Nothing the ruler of this world likes more than for God’s people to be complacent, 
lukewarm, embracing ‘status quo’, just doing things the way they’ve always been done 

Jesus’ proclamation that the realm (kingdom) of heaven has come near is the first flicker 
of a light that will grow and burn among his followers until they are able to proclaim it 
from the housetops. 

Kingdom of Heaven breaks in with the coming of Jesus, who has never and will never embrace 
the status quo of this worldly kingdom, and throughout time, Jesus calls others to join Him in 
pushing back the darkness 
 
Passage following this passage in Matthew:  Calling of the Disciples 

● Well-known passage - 2 sets of brothers called to follow, and they ‘immediately drop 
their nets and follow Him 

The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers, The Episcopal Church - QUOTE:  “Jesus walked up and down Galilee, and 
everything about him radiated the fullness of God. He was the real deal, and when he announced the kingdom 
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http://day1.org/7652-the_rev_canon_stephanie_spellers


 

was near, people believed it because it was unfolding around him with every step he took. Simon Peter saw it, 
sensed it. His brother Andrew did, too. When this Jesus turned toward them and said, "Follow me," they simply 
replied, "Alright. We're with you." 

He walked and walked, teaching like one with wisdom in the synagogue and proclaiming good news on the 
streets. He touched people and brought them to wholeness. With every step, every move, the kingdom 
unfolded in Jesus' presence. 

Maybe you remember Michael Jackson's video for "Billy Jean." He's stepping down the street, and everywhere 
his foot lands, that block of pavement lights up. Now I'm not drawing any equivalencies between Michael 
Jackson and Jesus. Don't get worried. I'm just saying that image works for me. Wherever Jesus stepped, there 
was the light and power of God. Isaiah's prophecy was fulfilled in real space and time: the people sitting in 
darkness looked up when Jesus drew near, and they couldn't deny the God-power shining out of him. "Now 
that's light," they said. So much light that even death on the cross couldn't extinguish it. That much light.” 

●  Imagine conversation between Peter and his wife:  
○ Where are you going? [I don’t know] 
○ What are you going to do?  [I don’t know - He said something about fishing for 

men or something]  
○ When are you going to be back?  [I don’t know] 
○ Why are you going with Him exactly?  [I don’t know...I just know with every fiber 

of my being that I have to follow that guy….I trust that the rest will become clear 
in time...bye honey...love you...mean it 

○ Despite the fact that they had no idea what the future would bring, the Disciples 
were ‘all in’ – they were willing to R.I.S.K. 

■ R.I.S.K.= Rushing In Seeking the Kingdom 
■ Are you/we willing to R.I.S.K. for the sake of advancing God’s Kingdom? 

 

PRAYER SERVICE EXPERIENCE—what it felt like to ultimately say, “Father, Thy 

Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be done, HERE on Earth as it is in HEaven - what it felt like to 

take the risk...during the Night of Prayer as I looked around and saw people obviously 

blessed by the ministry of the Holy SPirit, I prayed, Father, help us to remember - solidify 

in us - what it feels like to Risk, and for the Risk to be worth it; what it feels like to be 

light-bearers for Kingdom 

● We need to use everything at our disposal to not just help people get to Heaven, but to 
help get Heaven into people...the true means of growing the Kingdom... 

● We need to be who we are...to live into our identities as citizens of the Kingdom of 
Heaven - bought with a price...we need to fight to stay where we were made and paid to 
be...if the Father/Son/Spirit live in us, we don’t have any business in the darkness…” 

Thomas à Kempis on Following Jesus 
Thomas à Kempis writes:  Jesus has many who love his kingdom in heaven, but few who bear 
his cross. He has many who desire comfort, but few who desire suffering. He finds many to 
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share his feast, but few his fasting. All desire to rejoice with him, but few are willing to suffer for 
his sake. Many follow Jesus to the breaking of bread, but few to the drinking of the cup of his 
passion. Many admire his miracles, but few follow him in the humiliation of the cross. 
Thomas à Kempis, 
 
Closing 

● What are you willing to RISK 
● Repent 
● Kingdom has come near 


