
Mission Field 
 
Intro 

● Series: Kingdom 
○ Last week: Winning Team 

■ Your Kingdom come on Jackson County as it is in Heaven 
■ 2 Kingdoms at work in this world… 

● Kingdom of Heaven, ruled by God, and  
● Kingdom of the world, ruled by the Enemy… 
● these 2 kingdoms are in conflict… 
● and we are citizens of one of these Kingdoms (one or the other - not a 3rd option) 

■ 3 things 
● Repent 
● Coming Near 
● RISK Rush In Seeking (the) Kingdom 

○ This week: Mission Field 
■ Who and the Where of the Kingdom 

 
Matthew 22:1-14 (NRSV) 
1 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 
who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the 
wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4 Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is 
ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business, 6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He 
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is 
ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to 
the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good 
and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests.11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he 
noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12 and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him 
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 
For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
Background 

● Banquet= don’t like it 
○ Too formal 
○ Table cloths 
○ Too many forks- how many forks does a man need 
○ Chicken dances and electric slide 
○ Not something I’m looking forward to all week 
○ Something I have to go to 
○ Wear an uncomfortable suit and shoes that make my feet hurt 
○ Something I’m going to leave as soon as I think it is acceptable to do so 

● Jesus is talking about something different here 
○ PARTY= PARRRTAY 
○ Good Party 



○ Not one you have to go to, but one you can’t wait to get to 
○ Anticipating all week 
○ One you don’t want to leave 
○ Epic-talk about it for years 
○ The Kingdom of God is like a grand party.  

■ A great party.  
■ One that will be talked about for eternity, because it will go on for eternity.  
■ The Reign of God is like a party said Jesus.  
■ And, all are invited.  
■ God is a God of expansive love and radical inclusiveness,  
■ so Everyone is invited. Absolutely everyone. -Rick Morley - follower of Jesus, father of 

two, husband of one, Episcopal priest, surrounded by empty jars of Nutella: 
Who 

● a lot more inclusive and a lot more inclusive than someone might think 
● includes some people that other people don’t really care to be around…the who of the Kingdom 

includes people who get under our skin.  
○ Florida fans. . . . .Tennessee fans…Auburn fans…Florida fans…Steelers fans… 
○ Democrats…republicans…libertarians. 
○ Black people and white people and Asian people and people from the middle east…it includes 

French Canadians… 
○ it includes people who live in tents…and people who live in Mansions 
○ it includes people who live in the White House – past, present and future… 
○ The Guest List of the Kingdom includes people who have been in this church for decades, and 

those who just walked in the door. 
○ The Guest list includes Baptists…Presbyterians…& Pentecostals… 
○ The Guest list includes addicts…and those in recovery… 
○ People with tattoos…and people without tattoos… 
○ if you don’t want to be in Heaven with all these people, you might not want to go to Heaven, 

because the Kingdom of Heaven is for all: women, men, black, white, Jews and Gentiles. 
● Some people think the Kingdom is just for them and for those who look like them, act like them, smell 

like them and believe like them.  
○ The Jews thought that too…until the King’s Son came and showed them otherwise… 

● Nice little story 
○ Who doesn’t like weddings 
○ Not one that shows up in children’s bible 

● King 
○ Wedding banquet for Son 
○ God and Jesus parallel 

● Not 
○ 3 offers 

■ Customary to have 2 invitations 
● 1st-Ask guests to attend 
● 2nd-Everything’s ready 

■ Invitation 
● Ask guests to attend 
● Guests= Jewish nation 

■ Servants 
● All was ready 



● OT prophets 
■ More Servants 

● Final offer 
● More OT prophets 

○ Too Busy 
■ v.5 But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business 
■ Made light of the invitation 
■ Had to go to work 

● Went to farm 
● Went to business 

○ Rejected 
■ v.6 while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. 
■ Some seized servants, mistreated, even killed them 
■ 2nd Kingdom that we talked about last week 

○ King’s reaction 
■ v.7 The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned 

their city. 
■ Enraged 
■ Army to destroy those murderers and burn city, his own city! 

● Weird to us 
● Imagine how mad you would have to be 

● Is 
○ After all this we learn that the wedding banquet is still on! 

■ Weird 
○ Matthew 22:8-10 (NRSV) 

8 Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go 
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10 Those 
slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 

○ Banquet is Ready 
■ King says those that were invited= not worthy 
■ King tells servants to go into streets and invite everyone 
■ Party is still on 

● Apparently, while soldiers pillaged and slashed 
● all the while as great flames devoured the buildings outside the palace walls 
● little Sterno burners toiled away silently under the sumptuous dishes in the great 

hall, keeping the meal hot for the eventual guests! 
○ Everyone 

■ Everyone 
■ Luke’s account:  

● ‘God sends out his servants to the alleys and back streets of life, to the poor, the 
blind, the maimed, and lame, people from the gutters and side walks and bring 
them into the banquet.  The servant does this and comes back to report to God 
that there is still room in the wedding banquet for more people, and so the King 
orders the servants to go again and compel the people to come THAT MY 
HOUSE MAY BE FULL.  

● GOD WANTS HIS HOUSE FILLED…with the poor, maimed, blind, lame… 
○ Good and Bad 



■ Those that are like us and those that aren’t 
■ Jesus hung out with 

● Tax collectors and sinners 
■ Iserve  

● Lori 
○ Lives in a Tent (Imagine the storms this past week) 

■ Concerned with more than power 
○ 1st time baptized=high on drugs 
○ Witness in jail= ‘Go to church high 100 times’ 
○ Missionary 

 
Where 

● Missionaries 
○ Nicaragua 
○ Puerto Rico 
○ Ally Jamision 

● Monica and I talking about how we would go tomorrow if the Lord told us 
● My family 

○ Finishing up undergraduate at UGA in 2001 
○ Originally going to go straight to seminary 
○ Monica pregnant w/Savanna 
○ Good idea to have insurance etc. 
○ Prayed about it and decided to use my teaching degree 
○ Wound up in Jackson County, started at WJMS in August of 2001 
○ Just thought of it as a means to an end at that time 
○ Shared many times about other things along the way 
○ Just started my 17th year at WJMS 
○ Recently, over the past few years, realized that it wasn’t a means to an end, but rather part of 

the plan 
○ I am Jackson County 

■ Todd always kidding me about knowing everyone and everything 
■ Relational equity 

○ Recently, past few months, listening to a podcast and realized that I have been a missionary in 
JC for the past 17 years 

■ John Wesley ‘the world is my parish’ 
■ Richard Chewning- appointed to a community not a church Bishop Watson 

○ My mission field= Jackson County, Specifically WJMS and Jefferson communities 
■ Your Kingdom come on Jackson County as it is in Heaven 

● V. 9 Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ 
○ Main Streets 

■ Servants went into Streets 
● Didn’t just post the address on a website and hope people would find them 

■ Had to to where the people were 
■ Acts 1:8 (NRSV) 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

○ Streets 
■ Everywhere 



■ Disciples were told to go the ‘ends of the earth 
● Not just downtown Jerusalem 
● Not just where they were from  

■ KOG is for Everyone, Everywhere 
○ Harvest 

■ John 4:34-36 (NRSV) 
34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his 
work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, 
look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper is already 
receiving[ wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may 
rejoice together. 

 
Closing 

● Titanic 
○ Movie= ‘Near, Far, Wherever you are’- Heart goes on playing in my head 
○ Real not just a movie 
○ 'Titanic' Lifeboats Seats Were Only Half-filled  
○ On April 14, 1912, the Titanic struck an iceberg and was swallowed up in the icy waters of the 

North Atlantic. Over 1,500 people perished as "the ship that not even God could sink" sank. 
Only about a third of the passengers lived to tell of the nightmare. 

○ Although the death toll was staggering, the greater tragedy was that many more people could 
have been rescued. The Titanic was certified to offer lifeboat space to 1,178 people. But of the 
twenty lifeboats lowered overboard, only a few were filled to capacity. Several were less than 
half full.  

○ For instance, the first lifeboat lowered, boat seven, had room for 65 people, yet just 28 boarded. 
Boat five left with 24 spaces unfilled. Lifeboat nine left with 26 out of 65 paces unfilled. Lifeboat 
one could accommodate 40 people but left the Titanic with only 12 people on board. In all, only 
711 passengers and crew were rescued, while 40 percent of the total lifeboat spaces remained 
unfilled. 

○ Meanwhile, hundreds of people floated in the open water wearing life jackets near the twenty 
unfilled lifeboats. Only one of the vessels went back in search of other survivors. The rest (with 
room to spare) remained at a safe distance observing the horrific scene, comforting one 
another, and praising God they'd been spared. 

○ In the ensuing months, as investigators sought to determine why so many lifeboat seats 
remained unfilled, they uncovered some startling misperceptions. First, some of the Titanic 
crewman mistakenly assumed that filling the lifeboats to their "sea capacity" would cause the 
boats to break in two during the lowering process. As a result of their excessive caution, many 
passengers were forced to plummet into the icy waters. Secondly, some of the passengers were 
reluctant to board the lifeboats because they didn't feel that there was an urgent need. After all, 
the ship was supposedly "unsinkable." 

○ THERE WAS ROOM FOR MORE… 
■ room for more to have been saved… 

● Today’s story 
○ God’s Invitation to come to the Banquet to celebrate His Son was met with rejection and a 

‘business as usual’ mentality… 
■ People didn’t have time…they made light of it 
■ They had to get to work 



● God’s inviting us be servants that go out into the streets to bring people to HIS banquet, to feast 
at his table…with His Son. 

●  What will we say, “Sorry, God – I don’t have time for you?” 
● IT CAN’T BE BUSINESS AS USUAL for us!  There’s too much at stake  
● God is doing something epic in our community, and we don’t want to miss the party…and I can’t 

speak for you, but I don’t want ANYONE else to miss the party 
● Just like the Titanic the when it comes to the church, there should always be room for 

more to be saved and not perish...ALL are invited...we need to make room… 


