
Weeds 
Recap 

● Series: Kingdom 
○ Your Kingdom come on Jackson County as it is in Heaven 
○ 5th week 

■ 2 Kingdoms= KOG, Kingdom of the world= citizen of one no 3rd option 
■ KOG is for Everyone Everywhere 
■ KOG is of tremendous Value 

○ Last week= Childlike 
■ Greatest in the KOG 
■ Change, Be Humble, Welcome 

 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (NRSV) 
 
24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone 
who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to 
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 
from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want 
us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot 
the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest 
time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the 
good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are 
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send 
his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and 
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears 
listen! 
 
 
Wheat and Weeds 

● Wheat 
○ Sower sowed good seeds 
○ Jesus tells him that it is himself= Son of Man 

■ Master didn’t sow seed in those times, servants did 



■ Appears unusual in certain ways 
■ Makes sense when you think about Jesus disciples being servants 

● Weeds 
○ Enemy comes and sows weeds 
○ Again unusual, weeds didn’t appear by themselves 
○ Greek word= zizania 

■ Matthew’s weeds= darnel or cockle, a poisonous weed that closely 
resembles wheat and is plentiful in Israel. 

■ Hard to tell from wheat 
● Difference only appears when plants are mature 

○ Wheat= ears heavy droop, Darnel= ears straight up 
● Think about that for a second 

● Cannot pull the weeds 
○ Servants= did you not get good seed? 
○ Master= enemy has sown 
○ Servants= pull them out get rid of them 
○ Master= uproot the good with the bad 
○ Master= grow together, harvest= separate and burn the weeds 

● Jesus explains to his disciples every element 
○ Sower= Son of man 
○ Field= world 
○ Good (God, mistyped it but appropriate) seed= Kingdom children 
○ Weeds= Children of the enemy/world, belong to the other kingdom 
○ Enemy= Satan 
○ Harvest= end of the age 
○ Reapers= Angels 
○ Slaves= ?, maybe disciples or followers of Jesus 

● Questions 
○ Who among us has not questioned why God allows evil to grow and thrive?  
○ Who among us has not wanted to take matters into our own hands and root out 

the evil in our midst? 
■ Master says no, why? 
■ Not easy to tell apart 

● Think about that 
● We think we know sometimes 

■ Roots intertwined 
● Pull up both and damage the crop 

■ Jesus= reapers, not slaves, will take care of it at harvest 
● Reapers= angels 
● Slaves= Followers of Christ, workers in the field 

○ Must tend the weeds and the wheat 
○ Take care of them and allow both to grow 

 



One of the best Christians I've ever known was a Roman Catholic who cursed and smoked and 
had a heart as big as the Gulf of Mexico. She was not the kind of person you would find serving 
punch in the church fellowship hall. But she started the shelter movement in Atlanta. I remember 
when she stopped a knife fight at our night shelter by walking calmly between two combatants 
and saying, "You guys know better than this." And that was the end of that. When one of our 
homeless friends died on the street, she claimed his body, paid for the cremation, and waited for 
someone-friend or family-to come. No one ever came. She drove around for weeks with his 
ashes in the backseat of her car. Finally, she asked the rector of a downtown Episcopal church 
if the ashes could be placed in the church's memorial garden. "Our policies will allow only the 
remains of relatives to be placed here," he told her. "Perfect," she said. "Jesse was my brother." 

● Tell me who are the wheat and weeds in that story? 
 
Stumbling Blocks 

● 2 groups in the world? 
○ Children of kingdom and children of evil one 
○ Wheat and weeds 
○ Cut and dry? 
○ Jesus v. Satan, harvest at end will separate 

● Stumbling block 
○ Greek= Skandalon 
○ Jesus talking about children 

■ Put a stumbling block before the children= better to have a millstone hung 
around their neck and cast into the sea (Matt. 18:6-7) 

○ Jesus and body parts 
■ Hand, foot eye causes you to sin 
■ Cut it off! 
■ Better to be lame than be thrown into hell 
■ Not necessarily literal  

● Body parts don’t cause us to sin 
● Heart= inner self/soul 

○ Jesus in this parable 
■ Perhaps when Jesus says that the angels will collect all skandala to burn 

in the fire, he means that everything within us that causes sin will be 
burned away. It doesn't quite fit the logic of the parable, which seems to 
be talking about two groups of people and speaks of throwing all evildoers 
into the furnace of fire.  

○ Peter 
■ Matthew 16:23 (NRSV) 

23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.” 

■ Calls Peter a stumbling block 
■ Despite this Jesus doesn’t give up on Peter 



● Entrust future of church to him and the imperfect disciples 
○ Still hope for those who Stumble! Harvest is at the end 

 
Jesus tells a second parable about sowing seeds, this time about two sowers -- one who sows 
good seed to grow wheat, and the enemy who sows weeds among the wheat. 
For this parable too, Jesus offers an allegorical interpretation to his disciples in private. Like the 
parable of the sower, the parable of the wheat and weeds offers a perspective on opposition to 
Jesus, and also speaks more generally to the persistence of evil in the world. 
 
Judgement= God’s Job 

● OT v. NT 
○ Seemed= OT plan was to eradicate evil 

■ Israel= chosen, Others= bad 
○ Problem 

■ Others= not always bad 
■ Israel= not always good 

● Matthew’s congregation 
○ Weeders= purify the community and get rid of ‘bad seed’ 
○ Temptation for followers of Jesus 

■ Weeding frenzy 
■ We know, or think we know, the difference between wheat and weeds 
■ This parable makes clear= any attempt to root out weeds will do more 

damage to the crop  
■ What this looks like in the church 

● ‘Right’ interpretation of Scripture 
● Racial issues 
● Political issues 
● Trying to put Christ’s standards on those who don’t follow Christ 

○ Other faiths 
○ Unbelievers 

● Pronouncing judgment on ‘them’ 
■ Does serious damage to the church 

● Social Media 
● Those carrying the banner of the church= Westboro Baptist 

○ Jesus makes clear that we simply cannot be certain who is "in" or who is "out." 
■  In fact, God's judgment about these matters will take many by surprise  

● Many passages about this 
○ Matthew 7:21-23 (NRSV) 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will 
of my Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 
cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of 



power in your name?’ 23 Then I will declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; go away from me, you evildoers.’ 

○ (Matthew 8:11-12; 21:31-32; 25:31-46).  
● Thank God it is not up to us! We can leave the weeding to the 

angels, and get on with the mission Jesus has given us -- 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God drawing near 
 

Closing 
1. Good and evil exist together in this world 
2. Make sure I’m not a stumbling block 
3. Not my job to judge 


