
Heaven in You 
 
Recap 

● Series: Kingdom 
○ Your Kingdom come on Jackson County as it is in Heaven 
○ 5th week 

■ 2 Kingdoms= KOG, Kingdom of the world= citizen of one no 3rd option 
■ KOG is for Everyone Everywhere 
■ KOG is of tremendous Value 
■ Greatest in KOG= Change and be like a child= Humble, Welcoming 

○ Last Week= Weeds 
1. Good and evil exist together in this world 
2. Make sure I’m not a stumbling block 
3. Not my job to judge 

 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (NRSV) 
 
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 
And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other 
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, 
since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they 
had no root, they withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 
choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who 
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but 
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that 
person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, 
and in another thirty.” 
 
Parable of the Soils 

● Familiar parable to some of us 
● Not going to spend a lot of time rehashing the teaching that many of us have had from 

this parable 



● Elements 
○ Soils= Hearts/Souls of people 
○ Sower= One who spreads the word of the KOG 
○ Seed= Word of the KOG 

● Types of soil 
○ Path/hard ground 

■ Word is sown, don’t understand, enemy snatches it away 
■ Represents someone who’s heart is hard and cannot receive the word 

○ Rocky ground 
■ Word is sown, agrees with and receives with joy, no depth and it withers 
■ Represents someone who’s heart receives but does not continue when 

things get hard and trouble comes 
○ Thorns 

■ Word is sown, understands and continues for a while, things of the world 
spring up and doesn’t allow it to grow and bear fruit  

■ Cares of world/ lure of wealth takes focus off of kingdom and that person 
bears no fruit 

○ Good ground 
■ Word is sown, hears it, understands it and produces fruit 
■ Person hears the gospel and then lives the gospel, producing fruit each 

according to own ability 
● There it is, the parable and what it means, Amen and we can go home 
● Of course there is a lot more to it 

○ Could spend time telling you that the ground= person’s heart, has to be 
prepared/worked before ready to receive the word=Gospel 

○ Could spend time telling you that we have to disciple new believers so that they 
will have depth and the root of the Gospel can grow deep 

■ Seminary discussion 
○ Could spend time telling you that our day-to-day life and desire for things take our 

focus off the Gospel and doesn’t allow us to do the work of the Kingdom 
● Today 

○ Want to spend time focused on 4th type of soil= Good soil 
■ All of us desire to be there if we aren’t already 
■ Honest= we all can find ourselves as being the other types of soil at one 

time or another 
■ Desire to produce fruit for the Kingdom or we wouldn’t be sitting here 

today 
■ That’s where we will spend our time today 

 
Gospel (Word) 
Colossians 1:24-25 (NRSV) 
24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what is 
lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. 25 I became its servant 



according to God’s commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, 

● Keep your Bible open to Colossians, we are going to ‘live’ there today 
● Somewhere along the way we got the impression that sharing the Gospel with another 

person meant telling them the plan of salvation.  
○ 4 spiritual laws 
○ Romans Road 
○ Bridge diagram 
○ Nothing wrong with these approaches 

● While the Gospel can never be less than recounting the story of Jesus Christ, it must be 
much more than this.  

○ LOVE 
○ We are greatly loved and are to love others 

■ Hallie and the adoption 
○ Gospel is grown through suffering 

■ Not a pushing through pain 
● Injured vs. being hurt 

■ Putting others first 
■ Paul says v.24 

● Suffering done with love doesn’t feel like suffering 
● Feels like joy and Paul rejoices! 

● The Gospel is complete in and of itself.  
○ It is the perfect offering of the love of God for us.  
○ Extended in Love 

■ Can tell people about Jesus and not extend Gospel 
■ Why? 

● More than telling Jesus 
● More than knowing about Jesus 

■ Gospel= demonstration of Jesus 
○ Choice between telling someone about Jesus and showing them Jesus 

■ Chose to show 
■ They may not remember what you said, but will never forget what you did 

● St. Francis of Assisi, "Preach the Gospel everywhere. If necessary use words." 
○ Some people like this b/c they don’t want to be one of ‘those Christians’ 

■ ‘Those parents’ 
■ Truth is they don’t want to weird or awkward 

○ Being honest= Actions of the Gospel usually doesn’t come from those who don’t 
want to talk about Jesus! 

■ Stepping on Toes! 
■ St. Francis 

● He said it and is a Saint 
● Don’t know if he really said it, just attributed to him 



● Preached the Gospel to everyone everywhere, even to animals. . 
.With words! 

● Sharing Gospel (Word)  
○ Act of ordinary, but supernatural love for others 
○ Involves words and actions 
○ Requires sacrifice/suffering 
○ Makes us more 
○ Power of Gospel found in Jesus 

In You 
Colossians 1:26-27 (NRSV) 
26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been 
revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are 
the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

● Salvation 
○ Not so much about getting into Heaven 
○ Getting heaven in You! 

● OT vs. NT 
○ Summarized in two words= In You! 
○ OT 

■ Presence of God all around God’s people 
● Lead in desert 

○ Cloud by day 
○ Pillar of Fire by night 

● Rested on the mercy seat on the top of Ark of Covenant 
● Tabernacle then the Temple 

■ Prophecy 
● Immanuel= God-with-us 
● Messiah 

● NT 
○ Messiah came 
○ Jesus= God in flesh 

■ Immanuel promise now Immanuel the person 
■ God was with us! 

○ Jesus said that there was more to it 
■ Had to go away 
■ Holy Spirit come 

○ Mystery revealed 
■ Christ in us 
■ Through the Holy Spirit 
■ Vision from the beginning 

● Garden of Eden 
● Not God with us 
● God in us 



● Heaven in US! 
● The word planted IN the good soil! 

○ Tower of Babel vs. Pentecost 
■  Babel Genesis 11 
■ Pentecost Acts 2 
■ ‘The kingdom habitus takes its cues from the disciples at Pentecost as 

opposed to the power builders at Babel. The disciples allowed the 
kingdom of God to take them by storm instead of trying to storm the 
ramparts of heaven.’ -S. Steven King, A Many Colored Kingdom  

● Tower of Babel- Trying to get into Heaven  
● Pentecost- Heaven getting into you 

 
Living the Good Soil 
Colossians 2:9-10 (NRSV) 
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have come to fullness in him, 
who is the head of every ruler and authority. 

● Verb tenses 
○ Not an English teacher, I teach PE 
○ V. 9 God lives in bodily form in Jesus Christ 
○ Lives=past and present 
○ V.10= past tense 

■ In Christ You have been brought to fullness 
■ Done, already DID! 

● Question 
○ As followers of Christ are we doing this are waiting on something else to happen? 
○ If we are not, maybe not real followers? 

■ Sounds harsh 
■ Truth of Scripture 

● Different way 
○ Deposited $100,000.00 in a special account last night 
○ Only way to access it is to write a check or use debit card 
○ Can’t check to see if it is in there, if you do you will lose it 
○ Have to trust me 
○ What would you do? 

● This Scripture is saying that  
○ All the fullness of God in our spiritual bank account 
○ In our physical bodies 
○ God is waiting on us to write the check, use the card 
○ Move in faith 

● How? 
○ Glad you asked 
○ Gifts of the Spirit 

■ 1 Corinthians 12 



■ Supernatural 
■ Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, discernment of 

spirits, various tongues, interpretation of tongues 
■ Apostles, prophets, teachers, miracles, healing, helping, administration,  

○ Can’t spend a lot of time on them today, study them yourself! 
● J.D. Walt “The fundamental shift so desperately needed in our discipleship today is the 

movement from what we need God to do for us to moving out in faith on what God has 
already done. and in Christ you have been brought to fullness.We must make a bold shift 
in our faith from, "Fill me with the fullness of God," to "I am filled with the fullness of 
God." On your mark. Get set. Go!” 

 
Closing 

● Be the good soil 
○ Produce Fruit 

■ Others will hear and live the Gospel  
● Not so much getting into heaven as heaven getting into you! 
● Live like you have heaven in YOU! 


