
Childlike 
Recap 

● Thanks to Lee for filling in last week did a great job 
○ Jody and I 
○ Paul’s conversion= Our past doesn’t determine our future 

● Series: Kingdom 
○ Your Kingdom come on Jackson County as it is in Heaven 
○ Winning Team 

■ What and When of the KOG 
■ 2 Kingdoms= KOG, Kingdom of the world= citizen of one no 3rd option 

○ Mission Field 
■ Who and the Where of the KOG 
■ KOG is for Everyone Everywhere 

○ Lost and Found 
■ Why of the Kingdom 
■ Value 

○ Today= Childlike 
■ Greatest in the KOG 
■ At first glance the answer might surprise you 

● Jesus was never conventional 
 
Matthew 18:1-5 (NRSV) 
1 At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven?” 2 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you 
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever 
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes 
one such child in my name welcomes me. 
 
Mark 9:33-37 (NRSV) 
33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with 
one another who was the greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child 
and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one 
such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one 
who sent me.” 
 
Luke 9:46-48 (NRSV) 
 An argument arose among them as to which one of them was the greatest.  But Jesus, aware 
of their inner thoughts, took a little child and put it by his side,  and said to them, “Whoever 
welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one 
who sent me; for the least among all of you is the greatest.” 



 
Greatest 

● Disciples worried about who would be the greatest in heaven 
○ Different Gospels have different takes 
○ Matthew= ‘Came to Jesus asking’ 
○ Mark= Jesus asked them ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ 
○ Luke= ‘An argument arose among them’ 

● Don’t really know what is going on in their heads 
● Matthew 17, the Chapter before= Transfiguration 

○ Inner three= Peter, James, and John 
○ Elijah and Moses 
○ Shortly after Jesus foretells of his death and resurrection 
○ Probably thought that the conquering would begin then 

● Kingdom of Heaven 
○ Disciples didn’t completely understand 
○ Mind you they have been following Jesus for close to three years at this point 
○ Still didn’t get it completely 
○ Hard to understand 
○ David Green in his book Giving it all Away  

■ Monopoly versus Uno 
○ M= most stuff wins 
○ U= run out of cards first 

■ “Don’t get stuck at your funeral with leftover cards” 
● Jesus’ Answer 

○ Matt. 18:2-5 He called a child, whom he put among them, 3 and said, “Truly I tell 
you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name 
welcomes me. 

○ Want to enter and be the greatest in Kingdom of Heaven 
1. Change 
2. Humble 
3. Welcome 

Change 
●  Jesus in Matt.18:3 “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you 

will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
● Not many people like Change 

○ Robert= ‘I’m a change agent’ 
○ Life is about change, seasons change, weather changes, life would cease to 

exist without change 
○ Jesus= must change and become like children to enter Kingdom of heaven 

● Become like Children 
○ Jesus was always challenging religious and cultural views 



○ Children weren’t highly regarded in Jesus’s day 
■ To be seen, if necessary 
■ Definitely not heard 
■ Not like today in the U.S.= put on a pedestal 
■ No one in Jesus’ day, except Jesus, was telling anyone to be like a child 

○ What does Jesus mean 
■ Characteristics we don’t want to emulate 

1. Selfish= ‘Mine, No’ 
2. Don’t play well with others 
3. Fear= Monsters under bed, controls their actions/responses 

● What is it about children we do want to be like in order to enter the Kingdom of heaven 
Humble 

● Jesus in Mark 9:35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to 
be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 

○ First and Last  
■ Carl Cole to Billy Kirk ‘you are going to be looking at my butt for eternity’ 
■ First is last= Ricky Bobby= ‘If you aint first your last’ 

○ Servant of all 
■ Not servant of chosen 
■ Not servant of few 
■ Servant of ALL 

○ All nations, races, tribes, tongues 
○ Rich, poor, in between 
○ Those that look and talk like you and those that don’t 

● Dependent 
○ Children on their parents 

■ Everything 
■ Food, Clothing Shelter 
■ Transportation 

○ Babies  
■ do not trust,  
■ nor do they practice humility –  
■ babies are carried –  
■ they make no conscious decisions;  
■ they speak no words;  
■ they don’t understand… 

○ they don’t HAVE to understand…they don’t need to 
understand… 

○ Worry 
■ I don’t 
■ Steve didn’t believe me 

○ First came to Ebenezer 



○ Hope ya’ll have learned that I am the same everywhere I 
am 

■ Can be good and bad :) 
■ Savanna driving 

● Don’t think highly of themselves 
○ Not self-righteous 
○ Not better than anyone 

● Story that illustrates humbleness 
○ What Meekness Looks Like by Bryan Wilkerson 

 
Taylor University is a Christian college in Indiana. Years ago, they were pleased 
to learn that an African student, Sam, was going to be enrolling in their school. 
This was before it was commonplace for international students to come to the 
U.S. to study. He was a bright young man with great promise, and the school felt 
honored to have him. When he arrived on campus, the President of the 
University took him on a tour, showing him all the dorms. When the tour was 
over, the President asked Sam where he would like to live. The young man 
replied, "If there is a room that no one wants, give that room to me." The 
President turned away in tears. Over the years he had welcomed thousands of 
Christian men and women to the campus, and none had ever made such a 
request. 
 
"If there is a room that no one wants, give that room to me." That's the kind of 
meekness Jesus talks about in the Beatitudes. 
 
If there is a job that no one wants to do, I'll do that job. 
 
If there's a kid that no one wants to eat lunch with, I'll eat with that kid. 
 
If there's a piece of toast that's burnt, I'll take that piece. 
 
If there's a parking space that's far away from the church, I'll park in that space. 
 
If there's a service time that's less convenient for people, I'll worship at that 
service. 
 
If there's a hardship someone has to endure, I'll take that hardship. 
 
If there's a sacrifice someone needs to make, I'll make that sacrifice. 

Welcome 
● Luke 9:48 and said to them, “Whoever welcomes this child in my name welcomes me, 

and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me; for the least among all of 
you is the greatest.” 



● Be like a child 
● Welcome children 
● When we do so we welcome Jesus and God, ‘one who sent me’ 

Closing 
-Seeing with eyes of a child 
Learning from Childlikeness Debi Zahn 
When I look at a patch of dandelions, I see a bunch of weeds that are going to take over my 
yard. Kids see flowers for Mom and blowing white fluff you can wish on. 
 
When I look at an old drunk and he smiles at me, I see a smelly, dirty person who probably 
wants money, and I look away. Kids see someone smiling at them, and they smile back. 
 
When I hear music I love, I know I can't carry a tune and don't have much rhythm, so I sit 
self-consciously and listen. Kids feel the beat and move to it. They sing out the words, and if 
they don't know them, they make up their own. 
 
When I feel wind on my face, I brace myself against it. I feel it messing up my hair and pulling 
me back when I walk. Kids close their eyes, spread their arms, and fly with it, until they fall to the 
ground laughing. 
 
When I pray, I say "thee" and "thou" and "grant me this" and "give me that." Kids say "Hi, God! 
Thanks for my toys and my friends. Please keep the bad dreams away tonight. Sorry, I don't 
want to go to heaven yet. I would miss Mommy and Daddy." 
 
When I see a mud puddle, I step around it. I see muddy shoes and clothes and dirty carpets. 
Kids sit in it. They see dams to build, rivers to cross, and worms to play with. 
 
I wonder if we are given kids to teach or to learn from? No wonder God loves the little children! 
 
Change and Be like a child! 


