
End of Time 
 
Matthew 24:29-31 (NRSV) 
29 “Immediately after the suffering of those days 
the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light; 
the stars will fall from heaven, 
    and the powers of heaven will be shaken. 
30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see ‘the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’ with power and great 
glory. 31 And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 

● Read Scripture like this and panic 
● Return of Jesus is the End of the world as we know it 

○ Reminds me of the REM song 
○ Sounds scary 
○ Steer clear of preaching and teaching or unhealthy amount of time trying to figure 

it out and ‘road map’ the end of times 
○ Fear 

■ Jedi Master Yoda ‘Fear leads to anger, anger leads to hate, and hate 
leads to suffering’ 

■ ‘Fear not’ 365 times in the bible= one for each day of the year! 
■ Jesus= ‘Don’t panic. I’m coming in great glory’ 

● Advent 
○ Celebrate his first coming 
○ And celebrate his 2nd coming 

● 2nd Coming 
○ Whole industry around the End Times 

■ Based around panic and fear 
■ Shows like Doomsday Preppers  
■ Movies like Apocalypse Now 
■ Books, Conferences 
■ Preachers, Teachers 

○ Try to predict when and how Christ will return and what will happen to the world 
○ Flooded Christian consumer market 
○ Theology behind it 

■ Already dark world plunged into despair 
■ Christians will be taken away  
■ Jesus will return to settle the score and wipe the whole place out 
■ Sounds more like revenge than restoration 
■ Not what we celebrate this Advent season 

○ Return of Jesus is Good News 



■ Gospel is Good News 
● Anything that operates out of fear is not good news 
● Last week= Gospel started in the beginning 

○ Genesis 
○ Creation 

■ Adam and Eve 
■ Noah 
■ Abraham 
■ Moses 

● Jesus ‘Don’t panic. I’m coming in great glory.’ 
● Matthew 24:6-8 (NRSV) 

6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are 
not alarmed; for this must take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For 
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and 
there will be famines and earthquakes in various places: 8 all this 
is but the beginning of the birth pangs. 

○ Think it is God’s warm-up act for the end 
■ Wars, famines, natural disasters 
■ Consequences of sin 

● Jesus is coming back to undo those! 
●  Things will be bad and may get worse 

○ Don’t panic 
○ Jesus is coming back in great glory 
○ Don’t spread fear but Joy 

 
Joy 
Revelation 21:1-5 (NRSV) 
21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, 
“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he 
said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

● Advent and 2nd Coming/End of the World 
○ Call to Spread Joy 



○ Bundle of Joy this week! 
○ Song= Joy to the World 
○ Joy? Brent are you crazy? 

● God’s mission 
○ Redeem our failure 

■ The fall and all the stuff we talked about last week 
■ Redeem it 

● Theme for me 
● Make New 

○ New heaven and earth 
○ No more sorrow and pain 
○ Reason to celebrate 
○ Not a cosmic do over and replacing the world with a new one 
○ Robert Mullholland  

■ Greek word for new 
● Kainos, (kahee-nos') 
● Implies re-newed, not brand new 
● Not new creation, but a change in quality of something that already 

existed 
● Jesus 

○ Not returning to wipe this world out with fire and violence 
○ Restore Shalom 

■ Peace 
■ More than absence of conflict 
■ Gift of Eden 
■ Restored by the Prince of Peace= Jesus 

● Redemption 
○ God intends to redeem not reject the world 

■ Gospel= Good News  
■ That is good news 
■ Redemption 
■ Healing  
■ Transformation 
■ His final intention 

○ Good News 
■ Not just about past- Jesus being born 
■ Present 
■ Advent is good news for the future 

● Joy into dark places 
■ Not just for me= middle class American life 
■ Wherever there is darkness 
■ Good News for the future 

● Our Community 
● Person with cancer 



● Refugees forced from their homes 
● Teenage girl who is a sex slave 
● Father with depression 
● Addiction 
● Race relations 
● Person in prison 

● WE can have joy in midst of darkness and tragedy b/c of Advent for tomorrow 
● Psalm 96:11-13 (NRSV) 

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 
    let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
12     let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy 
13     before the Lord; for he is coming, 
    for he is coming to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with his truth. 
 

Closing 
 


