
Luke 2:1-21 (NRSV) 
1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds 
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood 
before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all 
the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all 
these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 21 After eight days had 
passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 
1st Christmas 

● Didn’t look anything like what we have today 
● No Trees 
● No Lights 
● No ornaments 
● No wreaths 
● No presents (Magi came later) 

 
Mary and Joseph 

● No idea they were going to Bethlehem in order to fulfill biblical prophecy given hundreds 
of years earlier 

● Going b/c Cesar said so 
● Knew that the birth of this baby was BIG 

○ Angels had visited them both 
○ Angelic realm- discussion this past week 



○ Didn’t know the magnitude of it all 
● Doing best to be faithful to God while obeying the rulers of the earth= biblical 

○ Us= faithful to God while operating in the world 
○ In the world vs. of the world 
○ In doing so God works out his plan 

■ Prophecy I received this summer= Just keep doing and don’t worry and 
God will take care of the rest 

■ Here- God uses power of Cesar to fulfill his prophecy 
■ Mary and Joseph 

● Things not going according to their plan 
● No idea it was working out perfectly according to God’s plan 
● Probably took them years to realize that 

○ ME= plan for me and Jackson County 
○ God has us exactly where he wants us, sometimes it takes 

us years to realize that 
● Proverbs 3:5-6 (NRSV) 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
    and do not rely on your own insight. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge him, 
    and he will make straight your paths. 

● Trust 
○ We do not understand the ways of God,  
○ Can’t trust our understanding  
○ Must trust God with all our hearts.  
○ We acknowledge God in all of our ways 
○ That’s what Mary and Joseph did and that is what we must do! 

 
Heaven 

● Salvation= Not about us getting into heaven but about heaven Getting into us 
● Not some far off place beyond the sky 
● All around us 

○ Spiritual realm present 
○ Elisha- 2 Kings 6:8-23 

● Jesus later in life- “Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” 
● Christmas 

○ Glory shone all around them 
○ Heaven coming into reality 
○ ‘Holy Spirit blew a hole in the side of the universe and the kingdom of heaven 

came flooding in’ -JD Walt 
○ That glory is here right now b/c of Jesus 
○ Issue 

■ Not the presence of the glory 
■ Our blindness 



■ Eyes to see 
■ Extraordinary (Different) Vision to see the unseen= glory of the Lord 

○ Lesson= Nearness of Heaven 
○ 2 Corinthians 4:18 (NRSV) 

18 because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 

 
Shepherds and Angels 

● Shepherds 
○ Rag tag bunch 
○ Young boys 
○ Night shift 
○ Outskirts of Bethlehem 

● Angels 
○ Contrasting the rag tag bunch 
○ Holy Angels 
○ Appeared to Shepherds 

■ Not hovering over 
■ Every case in Scripture- Standing before 

○ Speaking of Appearance 
■ Not chubby little babies 
■ Creepy not cute= chubby naked babies flying with feathered wings? 
■ Angels are warriors 

● After all Michael threw Satan out of heaven after a battle 
● Less like chubby baby and more like Thor on Steroids 

○ BTW= Know I like medieval stuff, Superman, Thor maybe 
second 

● Remember Genesis After Adam and Eve thrown out of Garden, 
Angels guard the garden with a flashing sword 

● Jesus in Garden of Gethsemane to his disciples= “Twelve legions 
of angels” 

● Singing 
○ Picture this- thousands of these celestial creatures, brighter than the sun, 

completely surrounding these humble shepherds, not flying overhead, but 
standing on the ground 

○ WOW! 
○ Scripture says= praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 
■ I’ve always pictured them singing= Brooklyn Tabernacle style 
■ Not what the Scripture says 

● Holden and youth Wednesday 
■ In fact nowhere in Scripture does it say angels actually sing 

● Shout 



● Cry out 
● Say 

○ Not English 
■ Non human language 
■ Holy Spirit gifted one of the shepherds at least with interpretation 

○ Announcement 
■ Heaven breaking into earth that night 
■ Angels announcing the singular most astonishing thing that has ever or 

will ever happen in the history of history and eternity: God becoming 
human flesh—with us—Emmanuel. 

○ Different 
■ Than the Christmas we think about  
■ Plug that image in with you as we sing “It’s beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas” 
● Earth Shaking encounter with thousands of fierce angelic 

creatures 
● Let’s shout 

○ Revelation 4:8 “Holy, holy, holy, 
the Lord God the Almighty, 
    who was and is and is to come.” 

○ That looks more like Christmas 
 
Jesus 

● Other Characters 
○ Innkeeper 
○ Animals 
○ Drummer boy 
○ Magi (Actually later) 

● Main thing the main thing 
○ Main character 

● Birth Story 
○ Everyone has one 
○ Ordinary and Spectacular at same time 
○ Elianna 

● Death Story 
○ Because of sin in the world 
○ Again everyone will have one 

● Life Story 
○ In between birth and death 
○ Everyone of those are broken 

● Eternal Life Story 
○ That’s the question 
○ Story of our broken lives/self being made whole 



○ Doesn’t begin with our death= going to heaven, but when we accept Jesus as 
Lord and Leader of our life 

○ Christmas is the birth story of eternal life 
● Jesus 

○ Christmas is the birth story of Jesus  
○ And just like us, Jesus has a death story.  
○ However, because Jesus is the story of eternal life, his life could not be held by 

death. In fact, by his resurrection from the dead, his life defeated death. 
○ Gospel! 

■ John 1:12-13 (NRSV) 
12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

○ Jesus is The ETERNAL LIFE STORY 
■ Jesus is Life 
■ He said ‘I have come so that they may have life and have it abundantly’ 
■ Jesus came as a baby in a manger so many years ago so that we could 

experience abundant life 
● So I could 
● So YOU could 

■ That is what we experience THIS CHRISTMAS 
 
Closing 
Philippians 2:1-11 (NRSV) 
2 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to 
your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in 
Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8     he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 



10 so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 

● Song 
○ These words actually made up one of the first songs of the Church 
○ Original Tune? 
○ Our lives are the tune! 

● Question- Is my life singing this song? 
● Humility 

○ Jesus 
○ Can only show it with others 
○ Not thinking less of yourself, just thinking of yourself less 

● Only way is to think of others 
 
Eternal Life begins when you trust Jesus as Lord and Leader of your life! 
Heaven comes to earth 
Angels Shout 
All because of Jesus! 
 


