
Review 
● Last week 

○ #1= Always check what I say according to Scripture 
○ #2= Chad Norris ‘If you give God 99% of something, he will 100% not touch it’ 

■ Always Grace, didn’t mean to assert that God can not redeem and rectify 
■ Surrender 

● Not hold onto things that he wants us to give to him 
○ Bitterness, anger, family,  
○ Ultimately everything 

○ #3= Feel God is calling people in this congregation to something 
■ Answer the call 

● This week= Reset, moving into Christmas, Advent 
 
Romans 13:11-13 (NRSV) 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone, the 
day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us 
live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
 
Three Questions 

1. What is the most important document in your life? 
○ Bible= Suck up 
○ Budget or Bank Statement 
○ Actually Calendar 

■ Me= What am I doing next week 
■ Think of Calendars as future 
■ Really the Past 

● Last years calendar= tell last year’s story 
● Spent your time 
● Spent your money 
● Your friends 
● What you valued 

■ Calendars answer the questions 
● Who?, What?, When?, Where?, How Long? 
● Dates in the calendar remind us of our stories through past big 

events 
○ Birthdays, Anniversaries, Holidays, Vacations 

● The future is always framed by what happened in the past 
○ Did you know that calendars were God’s idea? 

■ Genesis 2:3 (NRSV) 
3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 



■ 2 Chapters into the Bible and we have a ‘calendar’ set around God’s 
vision for time 

● God creates in 6 days and rests on the 7th 
● The 1st thing God says is holy in all Creation is time itself= 

‘blessed the 7th day and MADE it Holy’ 
● This puts calendars in a whole new category!! 
● 2 books into the bible, Exodus 

○ God instructs his people to order their whole calendar 
around the event of the Passover 

○ Other days would be added as the Lord saw fit 
○ All oriented around God and his provision for the past and 

his vision for the future 
■ Do you get it? 

● Calendars were invented to point people to the reality of God 
● Modern days 

○ Hunting seasons, national holidays and a thousand other 
things 

● Big personal Question 
○ Of all the calendars we observe 

■ National, Work, Family, School 
○ Which Calendar is the leader of your life? 

■ How does your calendar cast vision for your life? 
■ How does your calendar complete the plan? 
■ What does your calendar say about your timeline, 

past, present and future? 
■ How does your calendar continually re-orient you 

around the reality of God and his Kingdom? 
2. Does the word “Advent” mean anything to you? 

○ Words and traditions in the church 
■ I have to catch myself all the time 
■ Been in church all my life, never unchurched 
■ Always try to make visitors welcomed and not feel awkward 

● Things we do that we don’t even know we do 
● Kyle/Chad and prayer time 
● Jeff Grant and hymnals 

○ Advent 
■ Church 

● Some= childhood memories of purple candles, wreaths, Candy, 
● Others= silly things, out-dated traditions that the church keeps 

repeating year after year 
● Others= preparation for Christmas and all Christmas has come to 

mean (or not mean) 
■ Actually 1st month of the year 



● What? 
● January? Yes, January is the first month of the Greggorian 

Calendar,  
● Greggorian was next after  the Julian Calendar (as in Julius 

Caesar).  
● Did it ever occur to you that our months are pretty much named 

after Roman  gods and emperors. (i.e. March from Mars, April 
from Aphrodite, July from Julias, August from Augustus, etc.)  

■ Advent is 1st month of biblical calendar 
● Giant RESET button 

○ Gives us a fresh start 
● Marked by the signal event in history of world= coming of Jesus 

Christ 
○ BC vs. AD 

■ Before Christ 
■ Not After Death, but rather Anno Domini is 

Medieval Latin and means "in the year of the Lord" 
● Think about it, Advent (season leading up to Christmas) where we 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ= Christmas 
○ Marks the massive reset from BC, before Christ, to AD, the 

year of the Lord 
○ Now, if Christmas is truly going to be more than just all the 

stuff of Christmas, it will be up to us to make it so.  
○ This is the purpose of Advent—to remind us of the greatest 

RESET in the history of RESETS. The strange word 
means, “Coming.” 

■ Better 
● Not only marks the coming of Jesus Christ 
● Advent calls us to prepare for the end of time 

○ Marked by 2nd coming of Jesus Christ 
● Biblical calendar 

○ Unlike other calendars, repeat itself 
○ Beginning and end (Alpha and Omega= Jesus Christ) 
○ Actual timeline, storyline, History is His Story 
○ Time will end and give way to eterinity with the 2nd advent 

of Jesus and the final RESET= New Creation 
■ Revelation 21:1-6 (NRSV) 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, 
the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the 



throne saying,“See, the home of God is among 
mortals.He will dwell[b] with them;they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he 
will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be 
no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 
more, for the first things have passed away.” 5 And 
the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I 
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, 
for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then 
he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 
will give water as a gift from the spring of the water 
of life. 

■ Gospel 
● Coming of Jesus, his life, death, resurrection and ascension 
● Eternal life replaces time 

○ Defeats sin and death 
○ Resets life, life and more life 

● Pentecost 
○ Coming of Holy Spirit 
○ Another big day on the biblical calendar 
○ Eternal life enters the hearts of all who follow Jesus Christ 

as Lord and Leader of their life 
● Jesus said these words on the night before his death 

○ John 17:1-3 (NRSV) 
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to 
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 
Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have 
given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all 
whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that 
they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent. 

■ Advent not only marks the great movement from “Before Christ” to “The 
Year of Our Lord,” it signals the beginning of the end of time itself.  

● Age of Grace, Age of Holy Spirit 
● Time between comings of Jesus 
● Every year 

○ Season to take stock of our lives 
○ Reorient our priorities 
○ Repent and get our story in line with the story of Jesus 

Christ. 
○ Chance to hit the RESET button and begin anew 

■ RESET 



● Our calendars need a RESET.  
● Our marriages need a RESET.  
● Our parenting needs a RESET.  
● Our friendships need a RESET  
● Our bodies and souls need a RESET.  
● Our churches need a RESET.  
● Our nation needs a RESET. 
● The whole world needs a RESET.  
● The good news is the RESET is right before us. Will we push the 

button and get on with it? 
3. What about January? 

○ Yes! We keep January.  
■ It’s just when the New Year rolls around we will already be leading the 

way behind Jesus.  
■ January, February, March and so on is the world we currently live in, but 

it’s not the Kingdom we serve.  
■ We will be living into a bigger story and marking time with a better 

calendar, flowing out of a book that will endure forever.  
■ And that brings it full circle.  
■ The Bible is the most important document in life, so what could be better 

than to make it our calendar too! After all. . . . 
● Isaiah 40:8 (NRSV) 

The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 
stand forever. 

 
Closing 

● One question= What needs to be RESET in your life? 
○ Calendar, Marriage, parenting, physical body, soul 
○ Get in line with Jesus! 


