
Radical Courage 
 

Recap Series= 3rd part of a 3 part series - if missed a week, check it out on Outpost129.com 
 
Continuing today with ‘Radical Courage’ - courage beyond that which has become ‘accepted’ or 
‘traditional’ in today’s context, the kind of courage we witness in God's Word also witness  
today in Gods world; courage to give Jesus a chance, courage that it takes to CONTINUE to 
follow Him even or especially when life. Gets. Hard.  

 
Tension/Common Ground 
 
Courage: 

● Lots of people whose courage we admire: 
○ BRENT: "Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate 

cannot drive out hate; only love can do that." - Martin Luther King, Jr. 
● “Courage is not the absence of FEAR, but pushing through even in the PRESENCE of 

fear” (determining there is something worth pushing through the fear for!) 
● We recognize just being here has been an ACT OF COURAGE for a lot of us 

 
Mark 1:16-20 (NIV) 
16 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 17 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will send you out to fish for people.” 18 At once (immediately) they left their nets 
and followed him. 19 When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets. 20 Without delay he called them, and 
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him. 
 

● Simon and Andrew doing what they normally do, minding their own business, fishing 
○ This guy walks by and says ‘follow me’ 

■ And they do! 
■ Immediately? 

● Flesh out 
● Maybe heard about him, maybe not 
● Imagine yourself for a moment up and leaving everything you 

know = Me- leaving family 
● What my wife would say: Monica!? 
● Peter and his wife (Robbie Dawkins) 

○ Who, What, When, Where, Why 
○ Sounds crazy 
○ Took courage 



○ Not them, but HIM [something about Jesus…] 
 

● It takes COURAGE to say yes to Jesus when he calls and says, “HEY, COME WITH 
ME” 

○ Took Courage! Guts! Or sometimes, it can seem as 
important as breathing - something we just have to do… 

○ Give Jesus a chance 
 

● When that time comes, we don’t want to let it pass us by…Disciples seized the moment 
○ Left their nets 
○ Dropped everything, didn’t even lock up 
○ And the Adventure with Jesus began…spent 3 years hanging out with 

Jesus...saw things nobody else saw, learned things straight from the Master, they 
themselves healed people, cast out demons...were able to do these things all 
while Jesus was with them! [SCRIPTURE] 

■ Then everything changed - the adventure took a twist…[crucifixion, death, 
resurrection, ascension SPIRIT COME!!!] 

■ No longer physically with Jesus - and their courage, while still important, 
was not enough for them to CONTINUE to follow Jesus [pressure too 
much] 

 
It takes courage and the “HOLY SPIRIT to CONTINUE to say yes to Jesus and to follow 
Him wherever He leads 

 
 

○ Holy Spirit [3rd PERSON of God] 
■ Disciples 

● Spent 3 years bumbling around with Jesus with their calling, but 
lacked the level of boldness and courage that would be required to 
take the Good News of Jesus to the point that later it would be 
taken to all the corners of the world 

● Pentecost 
○ Overview before and after resurrection (2 weeks in future) 
○ Spirit changed everything 

● Had courage after that 
○ Doing the things Jesus did 
○ John 14:12 (NIV) 

12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the 
works I have been doing, and they will do even greater 
things than these, because I am going to the Father. 

● Scripture 
○ Peter preached= thousands saved 
○ Healed the sick, raised the dead 



● Baptism of the Holy Spirit at age 17 
● Gave them courage to be willing to give Jesus everything! Even if 

it meant death 
○ All martyred except John [too much too soon?] 
○ When the Disciples first said yes to Jesus, they didn’t know 

where the adventure would lead or what it would require, 
BUT THE MORE THEY GOT TO KNOW JESUS AND 
THROUGH JESUS BEGAN TO THE GLIMPSE THE 
DEPTH OF FATHER’S LOVE FOR THEM, THE LESS IT 
MATTERED... 

 
● GREAT FOR THE DISCIPLES!  BUT WE AIN’T THEM!  ESPECIALLY IN TODAY’S 

WORLD, WE WANT TO KNOW WHERE THE ADVENTURE WILL LEAD AND 
EXACTLY WHAT IT WILL COST / REQUIRE BEFORE WE SIGN ON THE DOTTED 
LINE!  That’s the human condition!  We want to know what we’re getting into!  But 
it doesn’t work that way with Faith...it’s often not until we take a step that God 
reveals the next one… 

 
 
 

○ Not knowing where the adventure will lead or what it will require is a Stumbling 
block for just about everybody when it comes to saying yes to Jesus in the first 
place!  We wonder, does saying ‘yes’ to Jesus mean: 

■  I’ll have to stop doing what I’m doing? [depends on what you’re doing!]  
■ Does saying ‘yes’ to Jesus mean that I have to go to church every 

Sunday?  
■ Does saying ‘yes’ mean I have to move to Africa? 
■ Does saying ‘yes’ mean I have to be a pastor? 
■ Does saying ‘yes’ mean that I can’t have fun?  Can’t drink or party?  Can’t 

have sex?  Can’t have tattoos?..[show them your tattoo, Brent… : ] 
■ ...CONTINUE TO GIVE REAL EXAMPLES / FEARS people have... 

 
 

○ This ‘Not knowing where the adventure will lead and what it will require’ is also a 
Stumbling block for continuing to say yes…. 

■ Again, what will it require?  What will it cost? 
■ It seems like I’ve done enough, God still have more he wants me to do?  
■ What do you mean I gotta have the Holy Spirit to really live out what God 

has destined for me - I don’t want to be a ‘freak’?... 
 

A great phrase for the whole “I don’t know where the adventure will lead or what will be 
required” thing is the phrase: “God Margin” 
 



God Margin is the GAP between what we can know / control and what God knows / controls 
 

○ Disciples 
■ Gideon at least had an army 
■ Took courage to say yes 
■ God margin= left everything 
■ Jesus= what about him that the disciples would do that, can’t really 

explain WHY???, part of the mystery of Jesus and this thing called faith 
(Sermon next week= faith doesn’t always make sense in this world, sense 
of mystery) is that he pulls us to go beyond ourselves and can’t 
/SUPERNATURAL...beyond the natural 

○ Closing  
■ Be courageous - say yes to Jesus... it’s worth it... 
■ Embrace God Margin...Be willing to go anywhere with Jesus immediately 

and know that God margin will be required for the adventure, just like for 
the disciples and just like it was Gideon 

 
■ We believe for some today, God is calling you to step out onto the waters 

with Him... you’ve been hanging out for awhile…doing the safe church 
thing and TODAY God is calling you to take your courage up a notch, 
declare you need the Holy Spirit, and embrace the GOD MARGIN!  If 
that’s you today, we want you to put your hands out in a posture to 
receive and we want to pray over you… 

■ We believe for some today, God is working out a great work in you - 
bringing you to the place where you are hearing Jesus say, “Hey, come 
with me”, and He wants you to drop your net...drop your defenses...drop 
your fears...to not let another opportunity go by without saying yes to 
Him...to drop everything immediately, and come to Him.  If that’s you, we 
want you to put your hands out in a posture to receive, but it’s also a 
posture of surrender, and let us pray for you [don’t worry about what 
anyone else is doing - it’s just you and Jesus -  


