
 

Life Changing 
Opening 

● Last Week= He is come 
○ Christmas 
○ Jesus 

■ ‘Constructive Criticism’= Not a character 
○ Eternal life begins with Jesus 
○ Heaven comes to earth, Angels shouts= the reason is Jesus 

 
Luke 2:22-40 (NRSV) 
22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn 
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what 
is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took him 
in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 36 There was also a 
prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 
38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.39 When they had finished everything required by 
the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 The child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 
Simeon 

● Response to Jesus 
● Prophecies about Jesus 



○ Child 
○ Hope of Israel 
○ Salvation of all 

■ Gentiles included 
● Blessing over family 

○ Also told Mary that there would be resistance 
■ ‘Rising and falling of many in Israel’ 
■ What does that mean? 

○ ‘Inner thoughts of many will be revealed 
■ Pharisees 

○ ‘A sword will pierce your own soul too’ 
■ Watching her son be persecuted 

 
Anna 

● Women in the Bible 
○ Not represented much 
○ To be named is almost unheard of  
○ Pay attention when a woman is mentioned=important 

● About Anna 
○ Not much 
○ Doesn’t speak 

■ As is the case with a lot of the women mentioned in Luke 
○ Devout follower of Judaism 
○ Named a prophet 
○ Old and is a widow  
○ Has now committed her life to constant worship, fasting, and prayer in the 

Temple  
○ Here she is present when Mary and Joseph bring Jesus for his purification, like 

Simeon 
● Response to Jesus 

○ Senses something in him 
○ Connects to her soul 
○ Praises God for it, much like Simeon 
○ Tells others 

■ Don’t know what she says 
■ Redemption of Israel 

● To others who were looking for it 
■ 1st evangelist in Luke, precedes John the Baptist 
■ Messiah had been born 

Both 
● Direct contact with Jesus 
● Life-changing 

○ Simeon- “die in peace, according to your word” 



■ V. 25-26 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; 
this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 

■ Culminated his life 
○ Anna 

■ Speak about the hope for redemption  
 
Us 

● 1st time we came face to face with our Savior 
○ Saw 
○ Felt 
○ Experienced 
○ Hard to explain 

● Changed our lives 
○ Life changing 

■ “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 
boast.” 
Ephesians 2:8-9 ESV 

■ Instantaneous and continuous, process? 
● I believe it is instant 

○ Difference in knowing someone and being in a relationship 
with someone 

○ Discussion this past week with someone 
○ Helped us be at peace 
○ Different when we met Jesus 

■ Salvation may come instant or later 
■ No denying we are changed when we come face to face with him! 

● Prompted us to speak  
○ hope  
○ redemption  
○ All as a result of meeting Jesus 
○ 1 Peter 1:3 (NRSV) 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 
has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead, 

■ Living hope 
■ Resurrection 

● Hope 
● Redemption 

○ Makes dead things come to life 



● Like Simeon and Anna 
○ seen in Jesus the hope of Israel and the salvation of all people,  

■ including the Gentiles?  
● Those that aren’t like us 

○ Meeting Jesus 
■ What does that look like?  
■ What does it feel like?  
■ How has it changed our lives?  
■ What have we done, and what will we do, in response to this gift of grace 

from God?  
■ How will we, like Anna, speak about this hope for redemption we have 

found in Christ to other people? 
 
Closing 

● Moving back to regular rhythms of life after the Holidays 
○ Some of us 
○ Not me= staying home with the baby 

● Not the same we were before Christmas 
● Been changed 

○ Encounter with Jesus 
● Moving into our next series= Radical 

○ We are different 
○ Time to be different 
○ Radical Faith, Discipleship, Witness 
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