
Strange Things: Faith 
 

Series Intro: 
● Strange Things 

○ Christianity is strange 
○ The Bible is full of strange things 
○ Weird= Gathering on Sunday morning to worship One not met face-to-face 

● A more appropriate way to describe it = Supernatural 
○ Beyond the natural- what we can see, touch, feel, experience 
○ Holy Spirit= Talked about last week 
○ Spirit world- Another dimension 

■ Tie to Stranger Things= The Upside Down 
● Focusing today one of the strangest facets of Christianity = FAITH  

 

Tension/Common Ground 
● Faith 

○ Hard to talk about ‘Faith’ in a way that makes sense… 
■ Don’t have time to get into it today, but by God’s grace 
■ Ephesians 2:8 (beginning of Adventure) 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— 

● Paul is a NT example of somebody who had an encounter with 
Jesus and had faith that changed the world 

○ What is faith?  Believing God has an awesome plan for our lives as made known 
through Jesus...NOW and LATER..Holy Spirit enables us to believe in God’s 
plan, and to believe in Jesus - 2 facets... 

■ Faith for the eternal 
● Belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and Leader of your life 

■ Faith for the everyday 
● Belief in God’s awesome plan for your life as made known through 

Jesus 
■ In other words, Getting into heaven and heaven getting into us 

○ Faith is challenging to come to because: 
 

○ And its super hard to Believe in and being sure of something you can’t 
see/experience in the natural (supernatural) - FAITH IS LIKE WIFI 

 
Don’t know how it works (faith); most of us not sure how WIFI works! 

○ Don’t know how the connection is made? 
○ Connects us to the power we need = Trust in God 
○ Enemy doesn’t want us to have faith [WINDSTREAM] 



 
 

● WORSHIP NOTE 1: “Faith is confidence in what we  HOPE for and  ASSURANCE 
about what we do not see. (Faith as God defines it) 

○ What is our Hope?= The future of Heaven and God’s  awesome plan for our life 
here on earth 

○ Assurance= invisible connection (Wifi), knowing that we are going to heaven and 
knowing God is working out his plan for our good. 

 
Hebrews 11:1-16 (NIV) - PASSAGE ALL ABOUT FAITH, AND USES EXAMPLES OF SOME 
OF THE HEROES OF FAITH TO FLUSH OUT SOME OF THE DIMENSIONS OF FAITH 
 
1 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.  
 

● In Hebrews 11 we have some great examples of faith - people who, because of 
their faith (restate) were willing to do things that non-believers viewed as ‘strange’ 

● WORSHIP NOTE 2: “Faith requires us to do  STRANGE THINGS” 
 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him 
must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 
 
7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save 
his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness 
that is in keeping with faith. 

● Never had rained? Trust 
● Even though made fun of 
● Confidence= God’s plan 

○ Strange to others 
 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  

● This is another example of great faith 
● God Margin, no idea what is coming, God will work it out 

○ Tie back in to Abraham= He had to go 
○ Story= Faith for some means they have to ‘Go’ 
○ Faith meant that I had to ‘Stay’ in JC 

 
9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he 
lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 
For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is 
God.  
 



11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children 
because she considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one 
man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 
and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 

● God is awesome 
● God’s awesome plan was beyond what Abraham and Sarah could have imagined 

○ Promise= believing in God’s awesome plan for our life 
○ God keeps God’s promises 

● Example= embracing God’s better plan and trusting even when they didn’t get to 
see the fulfillment of God’s awesome plan 

● Today (2018) 
○ Muffin example= Doing something people view as strange 

● Do this week 
○ What strange thing is your faith requiring of you 

■ Homeless Jacob Kauffman; Natl Muffin Day Jan 28; pray with 
someone; share a Word- Alabama A, etc 

 
Closing 

● “You Gotta Have Faith” 
● Willing to follow God’s lead and not care what others think 

 
● Maybe your faith is requiring you to say yes to Jesus 

ABCs of FAITH: 
● A=Admit that ‘our plan for our lives’ hasn’t worked out so well - have messed up 

(sinned) and we can’t do it on our own 
● B=Believe X,Y,Z to be true about who Jesus is the Son of God; Fully God, Fully 

Human, had an earthly ministry, dead, buried, resurrected, and ascended 
● C=Confess with our mouths 

 


