
Reclaimed: Position (Position of Submission) 
Recap 

● Series: Reclaimed 
● Luke 9:51 (NIV) 

51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set 
out for Jerusalem.  

○ Jesus was determined to make God known and save us no matter what 
the cost 

○ On way to cross, reclaiming people along the way 
○ Want to be a people who will make God known and save people no matter 

what the cost 
○ Not a social club 

■ Church is not a building but a body and not property but people 
○ Determined to do what God wants us to do no matter what others say or 

think 
■ That should appeal outright or something in your soul doesn’t leap 

the tiniest bit when we talk about that?  
■ Anne Graham Lotz 

“While he may be physically absent and his voice silent, I am 
confident that his message will continue to reverberate throughout 
the generations to come. My prayer on this day of his move to Our 
Father’s House is that his death will be a rallying cry.  That tens of 
thousands of pastors, teachers, evangelists, and ordinary men and 
women will rise up to take his place.  That they will take up his 
message like a baton being passed in a relay race and faithfully 
pass it on to those with whom they come in contact. Because 
Daddy’s message is God’s message.  And it’s a message of 
genuine hope for the future, of love for the present, of forgiveness 
for the past.It’s a message, when received, that brings a fresh 
beginning, unshakable joy, unexplainable peace, eternal 
significance, meaning and purpose to life, and opens Heaven’s 
door 

 
Today’s scripture: Jesus encounters 2 sisters on his way to the cross, Mary and Martha 
Luke 10:38-42 
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman 
named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the 
Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the 



preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care 
that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, 
Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few 
things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not 
be taken away from her.” 
 
Aside from Jesus the person in this narrative that captures our attention is Mary, for 
these reasons: 

● Radical Discipleship 
● NOT SATISFIED with what she already knew about Jesus, hungry for more and 

sold out for Jesus 
 
Tension/Common Ground 

● Unable to be sold out for Jesus because we care way to much about what others 
think and, we get worried and distracted and the roles placed on us by society. 

 
1. Not care what others think 

○ Mary 
■ Martha 

● Expectation of help 
● Being in the kitchen 

■ Guys= Disciples 
● They were supposed to be at Jesus’ feet, learning and 

shadowing him, not Mary, not a woman 
○ Us 
○ Sometimes we are more concerned about Pleasing people than God 
○ WORSHIP NOTE 1: Position of Submission= Jesus comes ‘first’  

■ This position needs to be reclaimed...of caring more what Jesus 
thinks than what man thinks, needs to be reclaimed 

■ Galatians 1:10 (NIV) 
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? 
Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please 
people, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

2. Worried and distracted 
○ Martha 

■ Fixing dinner 
■ Entertaining 
■ At the end of the day, Jesus doesn’t critique Martha for her 

hospitality or her service (Martha ’welcoming Jesus and 



making him feel quite at home’ suggesting that the service 

and hospitality that Martha offers was not lacking—it 

sounds like it was indeed wonderful!) Jesus doesn’t rebuke 
Martha for her candid request that Jesus tell her sister to help her 
out.  Jesus ultimately rebukes Martha for her ‘worrying’.  The 
original Greek word for ‘worrying’ means to be distracted—to 
be pulled from all directions, and in this case, so much so that 
she misses the Main Course.  Martha’s worrying and 
distraction leave no room for the most important aspect of 
hospitality—gracious attention to the guest, Jesus.  

○ Us 
■ Things in life/work 
■ Plate is full/ Cup runneth over/ Stretched thin 
■ Teaching/Coaching/Seminary/3 kids/WIFE/Newborn/CHURCH 
■ WORSHIP NOTE 2: Position of Submission= Rise above the 

distractions 
○ How did Martha respond after this encounter and Jesus’ loving correction 

(rebuke) 
■ Martha declaring Jesus as Messiah at death of Lazarus (Couple 

weeks back) 
3. Society 

○ Mary 
■ Should have been up fixing dinner 
■ Was in a position reserved for men 

● Disciples fought over position - who will be the ‘greatest’ and 
at the right hand and left hand of Jesus...fought for the 
wrong position - should have fought over position at Jesus’ 
feet, closest place to learn about the Kingdom 

■ Mary was where she wasn’t ‘supposed to be’, seated where she 
wasn’t supposed to be seated 

■ Positioned at someone’s feet = position of submission 
● Position of submission needs to be reclaimed… 

○ WORSHIP NOTE 3: Position of Submission= sitting at 
Jesus’ feet 

● Sitting at feet good, getting on our face, even better 
● Reclaimed ‘Position’ [position of Jesus coming first; position 

of being ‘at the feet’; position of prostration needs to be 
reclaimed…]: 

○ Us 



■ Society today - culture of submission border-line extinct… 
● Delegated authority= Parents, Bosses, Elected positions, 

president 
○ Romans 13:1 (NIV) 

Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, 
for there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been 
established by God. 

 
Closing  
Series is about Jesus reclaiming folks and bringing them into deeper fellowship 
with the Father on his way to the cross. Position of submission= putting Jesus 
first, letting time with Jesus rise above the distractions and sitting at his feet. 
Jesus was inviting Martha  

 
This week: 

1. Not care what others thinks 
2. Not let the distractions keep you from spending time with Jesus 
3. Be different from society 

 
Invitation 
Jesus wants to bring brings a fresh beginning, unshakable joy, 
unexplainable peace, eternal significance, meaning and purpose to 
life, and opens Heaven’s door.” 


