
 Strange Things: Resurrection 
 
Recap week 1:  Lot of things about Christianity/Bible strange:  Faith - 
like wifi - mysterious connection with what we need...Jesus  
 
Tension/Common Ground 

● Focus on Resurrection...Jesus died, placed in the tomb and on the 3rd day, 
Jesus was raised from the dead...OVERCAME death - 

● John 16:33:  Jesus says, “ take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
●  JESUS SAVED THE WORLD… (resurrection shirt) STRANGE 
● Human condition - things that die in the natural stay dead... 
● Resurrection is weird; and yet our whole faith hinges on the belief in the 

resurrection; Resurrections sets Christianity apart from other world 
religions - it’s the assurance and hope that there is more to come 

● [ANYONE WHO HAS SET OUT TO PROVE FALSE HAS COME TO FAITH) 
● Lee Stroebel - The Case for Christ - set out to prove that the resurrection 

was false  
 
Before I left Habermas’s office, however, I had one more question. 
Frankly, I hesitated to ask it, because it was a bit too predictable and I 
thought I’d get an answer that was a little too pat. The question 
concerned the importance of the Resurrection. I figured if I asked 
Habermas about that, he’d give the standard reply about it being at 
the center of Christian doctrine, the axis around which the Christian 
faith turned. And I was right—he did give a stock answer like that. But 
what surprised me was that this wasn’t all he said. This 
nuts-and-bolts scholar, this burly and straight-shooting debater, this 
combat-ready defender of the faith, allowed me to peer into his soul 
as he gave an answer that grew out of the deepest valley of despair 
he had ever walked through.  
 
Habermas rubbed his graying beard. The quick-fire cadence and 
debater’s edge to his voice were gone. No more quoting of scholars, 
no more citing of Scripture, no more building a case. I had asked 



about the importance of the Resurrection, and Habermas decided to 
take a risk by harkening back to 1995, when his wife, Debbie, slowly 
died of stomach cancer. Caught off guard by the tenderness of the moment, all I 
could do was listen. “I sat on our porch,” he began, looking off to the side at 
nothing in particular. He sighed deeply, then went on. “My wife was upstairs 
dying. Except for a few weeks, she was home through it all. It was an 
awful time. This was the worst thing that could possibly happen.” He 
turned and looked straight at me. “But do you know what was amazing? My 
students would call me—not just one but several of them—and say, 
‘At a time like this, aren’t you glad about the Resurrection?’ As sober 
as those circumstances were, I had to smile for two reasons. First, my 
students were trying to cheer me up with my own teaching. And 
second, it worked. “As I would sit there, I’d picture Job, who went 
through all that terrible stuff and asked questions of God, but then 
God turned the tables and asked him a few questions. “I knew if God 
were to come to me, I’d ask only one question: ‘Lord, why is Debbie 
up there in bed?’ And I think God would respond by asking gently, 
‘Gary, did I raise my Son from the dead?’ “I’d say, ‘Come on, Lord, 
I’ve written seven books on that topic! Of course he was raised from 
the dead. But I want to know about Debbie!’ “I think he’d keep coming 
back to the same question—‘ Did I raise my Son from the dead?’ ‘Did I 
raise my Son from the dead?’—until I got his point: the Resurrection 
says that if Jesus was raised two thousand years ago, there’s an 
answer to Debbie’s death in 1995. And do you know what? It worked 
for me while I was sitting on the porch, and it still works today. “It was 
a horribly emotional time for me, but I couldn’t get around the fact that 
the Resurrection is the answer for her suffering. I still worried; I still 
wondered what I’d do raising four kids alone. But there wasn’t a time 
when that truth didn’t comfort me. “Losing my wife was the most 
painful experience I’ve ever had to face, but if the Resurrection could 
get me through that, it can get me through anything. It was good for 
30 A.D., it’s good for 1995, it’s good for 1998, and it’s good beyond 
that.” Habermas locked eyes with mine. “That’s not some sermon,” he said 



quietly. “I believe that with all my heart. If there’s a resurrection, 
there’s a heaven. If Jesus was raised, Debbie was raised. And I will be 
someday, too. “Then I’ll see them both.” 
 
Powerful story of a guy coming to believe in the Resurrection which was the 
turning point that he came from Atheist to Believer - there is a time in all of our 
lives when we must come to believe in the Resurrection for ourselves is true, is 
real - it IS the cornerstone of our faith and without it, the Gospel is without the 
power to save us and there is no hope...but 
 
WORSHIP NOTE:  Real Resurrection is Real Hope 
 
 
It’s Strange enough that we believe Jesus was resurrected, BUT THEN, we also 
believe that: 
 
WORSHIP NOTE:  The Resurrected One resurrects (Jesus brings dead things to 
life); Jesus is still in the resurrection business 
 
In the Bible we see an amazing story that illustrates Jesus’ resurrection power... 
John 11:17-44 (NIV) - GIVE  BACK STORY TO JESUS GOING TO BETHANY...friends with 
Lazarus, Mary & Martha 
 
 
Jesus ‘tarried’...a time that would make Gods glory known 
 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  

● Significant=4 days, Jewish tradition the spirit stayed close to the body for 3 days, 
so the 4th day he was D-E-A-D [BRENT] 

 
18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
 
 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 



24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will 
live, even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” 
 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 
come into the world.” 
 

● Flush out...for her to have said that, it was monumental - nobody outside of the 12 
had recognized and verbalized... 

 
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher 
is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly 
and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, 
comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, 
supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. 
 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and 
said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

● Read as criticism, really expression of faith, as was Martha’s 
 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he 
asked. 
 
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
 
35 Jesus wept.(exemplifies the depth of love and compassion he has for us...even though 
he knew what he was going to do...empathized - hit close to home for Jesus...exemplifies 
God’s kindness...He cares about what we are going through  
 
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?” 
 
 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid 
across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 
 



“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 
he has been there four days.” 

● King James Version:  “But Lord, he stinketh!”  Don’t we all stinketh, until Jesus 
calls us out, frees us, and gives us life? 

 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that 
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of 
the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
 

● God always hears us - even when do feel like he is listening, He always 
hears us and has compassion… Jesus’ words declare the Father’s 
cooperation in the sign, Holy Spirit as well, Romans 8 ‘Same Spirit that 
raised Christ from the dead lives in you’= Resurrection power 

 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead 
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his 
face. 
 
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 
 
Take a moment to be astounded at Jesus’ awesomeness! 
 
WORSHIP NOTE: Jesus brings Dead things to Life 
Jesus is still in the Resurrection business! The Resurrected One doesn’t just 
bring dead people to life, He also bring dead relationships to life, dead dreams, 
dead hopes, dead friendships, dead marriages, 
 
Resurrection of Dreams= Story of my ministry dream being resurrected 
 
 
When Jesus resurrects something, we have to ‘take off the grave clothes’...embrace the 
new reality and throw off the old, move into the resurrected future God has for us; we 
need to ‘come out’ (human responsibility in the process...Lazarus didn’t just lay 
there)...we gotta get out of the grave...faith requires us to do something - it’s not all on 
God...not living in the ‘dead’ that was, but living into the ‘new life that is’ 

● I don’t know about you but I’m glad Jesus still calls us out, I need it, I still stinkith 
and some days I stinkith more than others  and take off that which binds us= 
expectation of others, own insecurities, sin 

 
● I am the Resurrection, I am the Life - step into the life Jesus has 



○ Tendency to focus on ‘I am the Resurrection’ and not remember Jesus says 
‘I am the Life’, Not only future but the right now 

 
 
Closing  
Believe in the the Resurrected One’s ability to bring dead things in your life to life 
 
John 16:33:  Jesus says, “ take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 
If you don’t believe in the Resurrection, pray for God to reveal what is ‘True’ to you...start 
with that prayer - It’s a powerful, and dangerous, thing to pray 
 
If you have a dead thing in your life that needs resurrection, would you stand?  We want 
to pray over you and that which is in need of new life… 
 
Take off ‘grave clothes’ and live into the new... 


