
6th week on our series Reclaimed where we have been journeying  towards 
EASTER in the Gospel of Luke where Jesus “sets his face towards Jerusalem” 
(Luke 9:51) LINCHPIN VERSE and we’re spending time looking at some of those 
whom Jesus encounters all along the way. 

Tension/Common Ground 
Hard for us to believe sometimes  that Jesus died for us and for our sins. We believe that Jesus 
died for the sins of the world, but believing Jesus died for me personally is hard to realize.  
Tend to be very judgmental of the crowd that goes from cries of adoration at the beginning of 
the week to cries of crucifixion at the end of the week and the hard heartedness of the religious 
rulers that but we can be just as fickle sometimes especially when it comes to our faith 
Sometimes we wonder why did Jesus have to die and why did things have to go down the way 
that they did? 
 

Luke 19:32-40 New International Version (NIV) - WHAT HAPPENS JUST BEFORE 

JESUS ENTERS and how he gets his “royal steed” to ride into Jerusalem on... 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 

As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying 

the colt?” 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 

36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of 

Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud 

voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”[a] 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your 

disciples!” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2019:28-44#fen-NIV-25770a


40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

ONE OF  MY FAVORITE SCRIPTURE 
Some general points: 

● Jerusalem  
○ Luke 9:51, been following Jesus on this journey to Jerusalem and here we are 
○ Why Jerusalem? 
○ Temple 

■ Center of Jewish worship 
○ It was the religious hub for the Jewish religion and God has deemed it an 

important place. Prophecies in the Bible concerning end times all center around 
Jerusalem, all roads lead to Jerusalem  

○ Jews were required to make pilgrimages to Jerusalem various times of the year 
for certain religious festivals 

■ Passover  
● Riding on Donkey fulfills prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 (NIV) 

9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
    Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you, 
    righteous and victorious, 
lowly and riding on a donkey, 
    on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

● Donkeys 
○ Why donkey? 
○ Powerful white horse 
○ Humble  

■ Jesus humbled himself to the point of not only riding on a donkey but 
humbled himself to death 

● Hosannah = ‘Anointed’; believed dawning of a new day - Jesus = Messiah 
○ The crowd was looking for an earthly king to save them from an oppressive 

Roman government 
○ Lots of prophecy in OT that Jesus fulfilled, 100’s fulfilled by Jesus 
○ Jesus didn’t buy into the hype of the crowd 

■ Unswayed by popular opinion, unswayed by the circumstances 
■ Worship Note 1: Jesus was unswayed by the crowd or circumstances  
■ Knew the Father's will and was resolute in completing the task  

● Cloaks = 1st century red carpet; ‘hum of rustling palms reverberating through the streets 
awakening the city to its long-awaited King 

● Feeling of a grand celebration; many want to keep the celebration going and go straight 
from Palm Sunday to Easter, but there is NO Easter without the Cross [Repeat] 

○ Winning a huge sports Championship 
○ Fred Craddock:  “The Palm Processional was also a funeral procession” 

■ Passover week long celebration  



● Jesus is doing a lot over that week 
● Teaching in the temple (even though the priests and scribes are 

“trying to get him”) 
● Last Supper, agonizing in the garden, betrayal, arrest 

■ Jesus knew that and that did not deter him, he was determined to die for 
you,  

■ Worship Note 2: Jesus believed you were worth dying for 
 
 
Luke 23:13-25 New International Version (NIV) 

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people,14 and 

said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people 

to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis 

for your charges against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to 

us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I 

will punish him and then release him.” [17] 

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to 

us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, 

and for murder.) 

20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept 

shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man 

committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore 

I will have him punished and then release him.” 

23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and 

their shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand.25 He 

released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and 

murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 

Crowd 

● Change in scene 



● Scholars believe that these were many of the same people  

● Cries of adoration turn into cries for crucifiction 

● Same people that wanted him king want him killed 

● Influenced by the religious leaders who afraid to lose their “control”- 

false sense, God is in complete control  

● Jesus died for the crowds and believed they were worth dying for 

● Jesus died for the religious rulers  and believed they were worth dying 

for 

● Jesus was determined to die for you 

Pilate 

● Drive home Jesus died for the crowds, religious rulers and YOU 

● Roman governor, appointed by Caesar to the region to keep the 

‘peace’ in a hostile area and impose Roman authority 

● Finds no fault in Jesus and wants to release him after examining him 

himself and sending Jesus to Herod who finds no fault as well 

● Going to punish him and release him 

● Crowd, incited by the religious establishment, demand Jesus be 

crucified and a murderer released 

● Pilate was appointed to keep the peace and now that is threatened by 

the crowd and religious rulers demanding Jesus be crucified 

● Pilate changed his decision  

● Jesus died for Pilate and believed he was worth dying for  

● Jesus was determined to die for you 

 

Closing 

● Jesus believed you were worth dying for and he died for you and that 

is The Gospel and whether people believe that or not it doesn’t change 

the fact of this truth! 



○ Might be having the worst week - you might feel like everything 

is falling apart - Jesus loves you enough to die for you 

○ Might be having a fantastic week - Jesus loves you enough to die 

for you 

○ You might be wondering if life is worth living - Jesus loves you 

enough to for you 

○ While Jesus was on the cross YOU were on his mind- Reclaimed 

Passion for Life= Hope 

○ You might feel that the crowd and the world is against you but 

Jesus is for you! 

○ If that truth doesn’t help you have a better week, drive down 

Pleasant Hill Church Road and look at the donkeys! 

○ Because of His death He offers us The Gift of Life, will you 

receive it? 

● For believers: Worship Note 3: Jesus died for you, will you live for 

Him! 

 

Reclaimed Passion story is our story 

 


