
Reclaimed Sons and Daughters 
 

5th week on our series Reclaimed where we have been journeying  towards 
EASTER in the Gospel of Luke where Jesus “sets his face towards Jerusalem” 
(Luke 9:51) LINCHPIN VERSE and we’re spending time looking at some of those 
whom Jesus encounters all along the way. 

 
Luke 15:11-32 NIV 
Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 
‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 “Not long 
after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there 
squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe 
famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out 
to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his 
stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 “When he 
came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and 
here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. “But while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his 
son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and 
sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For 
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to 
celebrate. 25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going 
on. 27 ‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because 
he has him back safe and sound.’ 28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So 
his father went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years 
I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a 
young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 31 
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we 
had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 
lost and is found.’” 

● LEGO Video  
● Younger Brother 

○ Historical inappropriateness of request [more or less saying, ‘I wish you were 
dead’] 



○ Wild [Dissolute] living  
■ what the word ‘prodigal’ means:  a person who spends lavishly or 

squanders money; WASTEFUL, RECKLESSLY EXTRAVAGANT,  
■ Sins = sense of entitlement (entitled to his inheritance); sins of the flesh; 

poor stewardship of resources; drunkenness; debauchery - His prodigal, 
sin-filled living separated him from Father 

■ Many of people have gone through a ‘prodigal’ phase - and this is a 
prodigal’s theme song: [Play “Looking for Love in All the Wrong Places” 
by Waylon Jennings 

 
■ Friend of mine who was a ‘prodigal’ 

● Before a pastor,  was a chemist, and before he was a chemist he 
was a college student who didn’t grow up in the church... 

● Biological Father- he didn’t stay in my life; was paralyzed from 
drunk driving - and adopted the belief “Life father, Like son” - 
resulted in a shame-based identity 

○ Guilt = I have done bad things 
○ Shame = I am bad (must be, or Dad would love me) 

● He ‘looked for love’ in all the wrong places 
○ He always had a girlfriend in high school and college, and 

simply said, purity wasn’t a priority - for them, or him; 
having a girlfriend around was also a good distraction 
because he never really liked being alone, because when 
you’re alone a lot, you have too much time to think 

○ Part of Looking for Love in Wrong places often means 
dulling reality with alcohol and drugs (drugs are not part of 
his story, but he wasn’t a stranger to alcohol and he 
figured, well, ‘Like father, like son’ and his college years 
were spent with cycles of drinking, getting sick, recovering, 
drinking, getting sick, recovering…and his Sunday morning 
ritual during college wasn’t church, but worshipping the 
porcelain god, which meant he was usually puking in the 
bathroom on Sunday mornings 

○ Prodigal living results in sin, guilt and shame 
 

○ Sin, guilt & shame separates us from the Father (capital F), but the Bible tells us 
that God not only knows everything we’ve done and what has been done to us, 
but that God loves us, even still...in fact, that’s why Jesus came, and died - 
because we are not able to overcome or atone for our sin, WE NEED A 
SAVIOR...and when we experience forgiveness and love of the Savior and  LET 
THAT TRUTH SINK IN, our shame-based identity eventually gets replaced with 
our true identity as beloved sons and daughters of God 



○ 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to 
his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 
were eating, but no one gave him anything. 17 “When he came to his senses, he 
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am 
starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up 
and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around 
him and kissed him.  

○ Prodigal, choices= Life got hard, go back to father as servant not son 
○ Father’s response= filled with compassion, ran to him, hugged and kissed him= 

father’s extravagant love  
○ Prodigal living did not satisfy the ‘God-shaped’ hole in my friends life, and by 

God’s grace, God brought him his wife into his life, and through her, God began 
to woo him into a love relationship where God’s love for him became real; God 
became his Father; The Father claimed him as His Son.  Through God’s grace, 
the Holy Spirit helped him to recognize his need for God, his need for 
forgiveness, and the truth of the Gospel.  He was baptized; claimed Jesus as his 
Lord and Savior, and not only loved more deeply than he knew he could, but also 
let himself to be loved.  He began striving to live a life pleasing to God and he is 
more submitted to God today than he has ever been.  He hasn’t drank in over 18 
years and he has been in a faithful, committed relationship with his wife and 
they'll celebrate their 20th anniversary in April.  If it were not for the love of Jesus 
Christ, he said he honestly doubts if he’d even be around today.  Jesus 
redeemed him.  All glory and honor go to Jesus.  He’s not special.  He just woke 
up to the truth of the Gospel and how much God loves him. 

■ Sometimes it takes a long time for God’s love for us to sink in...and I think 
people who struggle with shame-based identities tend to struggle more 
with faith, because we don’t think we deserve it, and while none of us 
really do, we REALLY don’t think we do...we think, ‘sure, God loves so 
and so, but that’s because they haven’t done what I’ve done…’ and let me 
just say, that’s a lie of the enemy...AS LONG AS you believe that, the 
longer the enemy will keep you captive and keep you from living your life 
for God.  Nothing you’ve done is so bad that God doesn’t love you. 
Nothing I’ve done is so bad that God doesn’t love you.  [Repeat out loud, 
“Nothing I’ve done is so bad that God doesn’t love me…”]  REPEAT 
AGAIN That’s not ‘feel good’ theology; Not prosperity gospel,  it’s the 
Gospel= God loves you no matter what you’ve done or where you’ve 
been. 

■ I want to pray for all the prodigals tody 
○ When we come to a point where we realize that we need to walk away from 

‘prodigal’ living and reckless living, that realization or conviction is from the Lord. 



When we come to realize that we can’t change on our own power and that we 
need God, that realization is from the Lord.  If we feel guilty and shame and feel 
like a piece of worthless garbage, that’s NOT from the Lord.  

■ Worship Note 1: Conviction is from the Lord, Condemnation is from the 
enemy (subscript)  

 
○ Testimony  

■ A lot of prodigals have been set free and have become new creations in 
Christ, but they don’t want to share their testimony because it takes a 
while living in the light of God’s love before their shame-based identities 
will fully get the heck out, but their testimonies of how God has delivered 
them and how they have become new creations through Christ are 
powerful testimonies 

■ Our testimonies are just that - OUR testimonies, and no one’s testimony 
is just like yours, and NO ONE can discount your testimony because it’s 
yours, and your testimony may be the one that somebody else needs to 
hear to help them realize there is hope for them and Jesus CAN help 
them overcome ANY sin, because Jesus overcame the world. 

■ John 16:33  “...In this world you will have trouble. But 

take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 

● Older Brother 
○ Testimony  

■ Older brother types think story not worth telling 
● Done what we were ‘supposed’ to do, by worldly standards 
● Not a cool redemption story as others have 

○ Personal 
○ 1st became pastor at 19, what am I going to tell these folks 
○ No huge redemption story, Never drank Never did drugs or 

tobacco, etc. 
○ Purity- only slept with one woman, etc. 

■ Worship Note 2: Everyone has a testimony worth telling  
○ Liked to have a few more verses 

■ Not go in 
● Sin= bitterness and unforgiveness, judgement, self righteousness, 

envy, pride (entitlement) 
● Bitterness and Unforgiveness 

○ More harmful to the person harboring it, like drinking 
poison and waiting for someone else to die 

○ Resentment 
○ No control over others 

● Judgement 
○ Bible tells us not to judge others, hard 



● Self righteousness 
○ I’m better than them 
○ Struggle with because I have done the ‘right’ thing most of 

my life, follower of the ‘big’ rules even though I’m a non 
conformist 

● Envy 
○ Why are ‘they’ getting what I deserve 

● Pride (entitlement) 
○ Similar to envy 
○ Pride goes before the fall 

● These sins still separate us from God 
○ Not same choices as prodigal 
○ Still sinful 
○ Still need a Savior 

● Brother went in (as the video shows) 
○ Love 

● Worship Note 3: All fall short of the glory of God 
● Romans 3:23 (NIV) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God, 
 
Closing 
No Matter if you are a younger brother/sister or an older brother/sister through Jesus we can 
experience the Father’s extravagant love 

● V. 20b “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

 
Message Projection Plan: 

  

RECLAIMED Default 
  

· 1st part of LEGO Video 
· Prodigal Definition Slide 

RECLAIMED Default 
·[“Lookin’ For Love” Song] 

· Shame-Based Identity Bullets (make 2 slides) 
RECLAIMED Default 

· Worship Note 1: Conviction is from the Lord… 
RECLAIMED Default 

· John 16:33 Slide 
RECLAIMED Default 

· 2nd part of LEGO Video 



RECLAIMED Default 
· Worship Note 2:  Everyone has a testimony… 

RECLAIMED Default 
· Worship Note 3:  All fall short… 

RECLAIMED Default 
· Scripture Slide:  verse 20b: “But while he was still a far way off, his father saw him... 

  

RECLAIMED Default 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Lookin' for love by Waylon Jennings 
 
I've spent a lifetime looking for you  
Single bars and good time lovers, never true  
Playing a fools game, hoping to win  
Telling those sweet lies and losing again.  
 
I was looking for love in all the wrong places  
Looking for love in too many faces  
Searching your eyes, looking for traces  
Of what.. I'm dreaming of...  
Hopin' to find a friend and a lover  
God bless the day I discover  
Another heart, lookin' for love  
 
When I was alone then, no love in sight  
And I did everything I could to get me through the night  
Don't know where it started or where it might end  
I turn to a stranger, just like a friend  
 
I was looking for love in all the wrong places  
Looking for love in too many faces  
Searching your eyes, looking for traces  
Of what.. I'm dreaming of...  
Hopin' to find a friend and a lover  
God bless the day I discover  



Another heart, lookin' for love  
 
You came a'knocking at my heart's door..  
You're everything I've been looking for..  
 
No more looking for love in all the wrong places  
Looking for love in too many faces  
Searching your eyes, looking for traces  
Of what.. I'm dreaming of...  
Now that I found a friend and a lover  
God bless the day I discover  
You, oh you, lookin' for love  
 
In all the wrong places  
Looking for love in too many faces  
Searching your eyes, looking for traces  
Of what.. I'm dreaming of...  
Now that I found a friend and a lover  
God bless the day I discover  
You, oh you, lookin' for love 


