
RECLAIMED HEART 

Continue journey towards EASTER in the Gospel of Luke where Jesus “sets his face 
towards Jerusalem” and we’re spending time looking at some of those whom 
Jesus encounters all along the way. 

Tension/Common Ground 

● We feel like God doesn’t care a lot of time, and yet, this Scripture reveals God is 
always seeking us whether we know it or not [Prevenient Grace] 

● We wonder, can Jesus really love us after everything we’ve done; can Jesus really make 
a difference in our lives?  Can we change? 

● Even wonder sometimes, does anybody like us? 
 
SEE A Lot OF GRACE in this account - before we jump in, want to talk a little bit 
about grace - seems like a ‘churchy’ word, but it’s really a Jesus word 

■ Unmerited Favor 
■ Worship Note 1: Grace is getting something you don’t deserve [a 

‘mulligan’ - getting another chance to get it in the fairway without 
adding a stroke to the scorecard] 

○ Punishment - having to eat brussel sprout before getting up from table 
Sushi for me! 

■ Grace:  Me eating the brussel sprout / sushi for you and then you 
getting up from the table 

 
There’s a lot of places where we see grace in this account 
Luke 19:1-10 (NIV) 
1 Jesus entered Jericho (17—18 miles from Jerusalem) and was passing through. 2 
A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus (whose name meant ‘righteous or 
pure one’- will see he is not living upto his name prior to encountering Jesus); he 
was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3 He wanted to see who Jesus was,  

● Grace-filled curiosity 

● Why would Z want to see Jesus? 

but because he was short he could not see over the crowd. 
● Short 

4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was 
coming that way. 



● How great of God (grace) to put a tree right where Z would be 

seeking to see Jesus; Hunting tree (crowd similar to trees) 

● Grace-directed Curiosity of Z:  active, not passive, curiosity to 

find out more about Jesus - if want to find Jesus, He’s there 

 
5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come 
down immediately.  

● Jesus noticing Z 

● looking up to Him 

● knowing who he was 

● Saying His Name: 

○ Jeremiah 1:5 -   “Before I formed you in the womb I knew[a] you, 

○     before you were born I set you apart;God knowing us; knitting 

us  

○ Luke 12:6-7 (NIV) 

6 Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of 

them is forgotten by God. 7 Indeed, the very hairs of your head 

are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 

many sparrows. 

■ - knowing how many hairs on our heads 

○ Z may have felt like no one in the world liked HIm -  

■ Ever feel like that?  Easy to get there... 

■ but God liked Him; see the kindness of the Father; Chad 

Norris:  The Father is the kindest Person I know... 

 
I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he came down at once and welcomed him 
gladly. 

● Z has been seeking Jesus; comes to find out Jesus had been seeking him, and 
come to the point where Z welcomes Jesus gladly 

● Salvation; heart change 
● Jesus reclaimed Z’s heart - was filled with stuff - Greed, guilt (stealing from his 

own people), envy (short); encountered Jesus and his heart was changed 
radically...heart “kardia” = gk =inner life; character; center being 

● Prevenient Grace:  God seeking us; knowing our name and the needs 

of our hearts; knows the heart change we need; our ‘inner story’ that 

needs some edits 

 
 
7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a 
sinner.” 

● Jesus willing to stay at the house of a ‘sinner’ = grace 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+1%3A5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-18952a


Zaccheaus was a Tax Collector which made him extremely unpopular for a number of 
reasons: 

● 1. First, no one likes to pay money to the government, especially when the government 
is an oppressive regime like the Roman Empire of the 1st century. 

● 2. Second, the tax collectors in the Bible were Jews who were working for the hated 
Romans. These individuals were seen as turncoats, traitors to their own countrymen. 

○ ·· Zacchaeus was “Rich” - because of their skimming off the top, the tax 
collectors were well-to-do.  

●  Would have been ‘taboo’ for Jesus to stay at the house of a tax collector / sinner - but 
Jesus didn’t care 

● Name Zacchaeus means “The righteous or pure one.”  Jesus had a plan to 
reclaim the name; Looked up in the tree “Righteous one you come down” Jesus 
cared more about Zac than his sin and even if Zac didn’t feel worthy, Jesus loved 
him and us 

 
● Lean in - sin leading people to feel like they are too bad to be loved by 

Jesus but our past sins are forgiven and forgotten  
● Bethel podcast - when come into a saving relationship with Jesus our past 

sins are forgiven and forgotten; God’s already forgot them, so there’s no 
use in bringing them back up - bring some past mistake up and God says, 
“I have no idea what you’re talking about…” - with Jesus, we become the 
name Zac - ‘righteous or pure ones’ but not because of anything we have 
done. When we seek Jesus and find him and welcome him gladly, God 
views us as he views his Son, we become clothed in the righteousness of 
Jesus...forgives and forgets 

● Worship Note 2: God forgives and forgets 
○ Psalm 103:12 (NLT) 

8 The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 
    slow to get angry and filled with unfailing love. 
9 He will not constantly accuse us, 
    nor remain angry forever. 
10 He does not punish us for all our sins; 
    he does not deal harshly with us, as we deserve. 
11 For his unfailing love toward those who fear him 



    is as great as the height of the heavens above the earth. 
12 He has removed our sins as far from us 
    as the east is from the west. 

 
 
8 But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give 
half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of 
anything, I will pay back four times the amount.” 

● Stood up- From position of submission 
● Z got ‘Shazamed’ 
● Shazam - sometimes the change Jesus brings is instantaneous, as 

justifying grace tends to be 

● Zacchaeus vows to repay 4 TIMES (400%!) those that were defrauded… 
○ If stole $1000, pays back $4000; $10,000 = $40,000 

● This vow before God and man reflects the heart has changed.” - a·sign of 
salvation 

● FRUIT (restitution) accompanies real heart change (Z went above and 
beyond what was expected or directed by law) - Kingdom followers are 
different [above and beyond]...generosity, kindness, gentleness… 
 

 
9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, 
too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the 
lost.” 
 

● Restoring to Community 
● Extravagant Grace - Jesus restoring Z back to community, as well 

 

Fredrick Buechner:  “Zacchaeus was a sawed-off little social disaster with a big bank 
account and a crooked job, but Jesus welcomed him aboard anyway.”  Jesus again 
shocks the crowds and disciples alike by seeking out this rich tax collector, honoring 
him, affirming him, naming him a child of God and declaring that, indeed, salvation has 
come this very day to his household.  

While the crowd demonizes Zacchaeus, Jesus calls him ‘son of Abraham’ - one of 
God’s own, who now lived like it..  Zacchaeus acts like a son of Abraham revealing a 



heart change and goes from greedy to giving—evidence of a changed heart, “faith 
expressing itself through love.”  A thankful and generous heart is a natural consequence 
of the work of the indwelling Spirit of Christ who renews all believers.  
 
Seek and save the lost 

● GRACE / MISSION - Jesus seek and save the lost 
God doesn't want our money and isn't interested in our morality, God wants our 
hearts.  
 
If you belong to Jesus, sin no longer owns you.  

 

Closing 
Jesus loves you no matter what you’ve done! 
He knows your name, he sees you, he loves you and wants you to gladly welcome him. What's 
our NOW WHAT???  IF YOU ALREADY GLADLY WELCOMED JESUS, pray you will take 
this message and see it as a commission to go out and remind people that God is 
pursuing them, God loves them, no matter what they’ve done, and that their ‘inner story’ 
might not be God’s story; and INVITE PEOPLE, we want to know them and love them  


