
 RECLAIMING EASTER 
 

● Intro to Easter 
● Talking about it for weeks, “Jesus died for us” and today it gets even better “Jesus rose 

for us!”. 
  
Luke 24:1-12 (NIV) 
1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 
prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 
they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about 
this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright 
the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you 
look for the living among the dead? Celebrate 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he 
told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the 
hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered 
his words. 
 
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 
others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with 
them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words 
seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, 
he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what 
had happened. [Had yet to fully understand what had transpired, even though Jesus gave them 
proper warning about what was going to happen, they couldn’t get it through their thick skulls] 
  

● To the world, the gospel ‘seems like nonsense’ like the women’s words seemed to Peter 
and the disciples.  Other words for Nonsense:  garbage, baloney, drivel, gobbledygook, 
noise, babble.  To those who believe, these words are life 

●  1 Corinthians 1:18 “For the message of the cross is foolishness to 

those who are perishing,but to us who are being saved it is the power 

of God.” 
● In a nutshell, Worship Note 1: Jesus died for us, Jesus rose for us 

○ Jesus LOVES you! 
○ Died and rose for you because he loves you!  Nothing you can do or say to make 

that untrue...it’s true whether you believe or not 
○ Doesn’t end there and it gets even better, story doesn’t end 

■ Next week 
■ Coming of Holy Spirit 
■ Clothed in power from on high 
■ Keep on trail 
■ Story still being written by you and me 



■ Resurrection power is Holy Spirit 
■ Power for life change comes from the Holy Spirit 

 Tension/Common Ground 
Gospel is True,  Billions of people believed and transformed by its 
power yet billions struggle to grasp the truth of the Gospel, and even those who may 
believe, they still struggle to grasp the true significance of the resurrection and it’s power for 
their lives 

● The resurrection is NOT 
○ The resurrection is not Easter Eggs 
○ The resurrection is not a once a year event 
○ The resurrection is not just a “Churchy” word 
○ The resurrection is not a fairy tale 

  
The Resurrection IS 

● Worship Note 2: The Resurrection is AWESOME and TRUE 
● Pray the Holy Spirit will make it true to you today... 

○ Quote by Luke Timothy Johnson:  “Jesus did not avoid death.  He didn’t get really 
sick and then get better.  Jesus’ resurrection was not a hallucination.  Jesus 
doesn’t ‘live on’ merely as a moral example, or through his teachings.  Jesus was 
not resuscitated, nor did he simply have a near death experience and come back 
to life, as though death was somehow thwarted or deferred.  Jesus died.  Jesus 
was buried.  And as it says in Hebrews 6:19, “Christ did truly rise again from the 
dead, and took again his body, with all things appertaining to the perfection of 
man’s nature, wherewith he ascended into heaven, and there sitteth until he 
return to judge all men at the last day.”  In doing so, Christ conquered sin and 
death and became Life Giver.k 

○ Luke 24:36-43(NIV) 
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and 
said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
 
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to 
them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at 
my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have 
flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while 
they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do 
you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and 
he took it and ate it in their presence.  

○ Resurrected Body 
■ Not a ghost 



■ Flesh and bone 
■ Eat 

 
 
Not only is the Resurrection AWESOME and TRUE, 
 
Worship Note 3: The Resurrection IS Victory over sin 

○ Jesus Conquered death and sin 
○ Jesus invites us to share in that victory  

■ Winning is always better than playing good 
■ Victory is always better, always more fun to win 
■ Sin management vs Sharing in Christ’s victory over sin 
■ Not about living a moral life 
■ Living in the power and presence of Christ - Resurrection power enables 

one to overcome any sin / temptation / Unforgiveness 
● “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried 
with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too 
may live a new life. For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection 
like his. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so 
that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should 
no longer be slaves to sin— because anyone who has died has 
been set free from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that 
we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was 
raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has 
mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count 
yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore 
do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil 
desires. Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of 
wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have 
been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to 
him as an instrument of righteousness. For sin shall no longer be 
your master, because you are not under the law, but under grace.” 
Romans 6:3-14 

● Gary’s testimony 
■ Wesley:  “SIn Remains, but no longer Reigns” 

○ Same Spirit that rose Jesus from the dead lives in us, you 
■ Not feel good theology, it is the gospel and we pray that the Spirit will 

make that true to you 
Not only is The Resurrection AWESOME and TRUE and enable Victory over sin, 



● Worship Note 4: The Resurrection is hope and the promise of eternal life 
○ Different from other religions 
○ Savior rose and is alive 
○ Hope in the knowledge that the grave wasn’t the end for Jesus, and it isn’t the 

end for those who believe, or for our loved ones who have gone on before us to 
be with the Lord 

■ Paw Paw 
 
  
Closing 
 
JESUS DIED FOR YOU, JESUS ROSE FOR YOU,,, 
“The Resurrection is the assurance that God is greater than anything we may face, even death 
itself.  The same power that raised Christ from the dead dwells in those who believe in Him and 
trust in His name.  Through the gift of the Spirit, the resurrection is a present reality in which 
Jesus Christ continues to be Life-Giver.  We continue to experience Jesus Christ in ways that 
are transforming, personal and powerful; ways that lead to life in this world and the next.” 
 

● If you need victory over sin or if you need hope and you have proclaimed Jesus as Lord 
and Leader of your life remember who now lives inside of you. Jesus has overcome the 
world and invited you to share in that victory, claim and celebrate the victory. 

● If you need victory over sin or if you need hope and you haven’t proclaimed Jesus as 
Lord and Leader of your life we pray the Holy Spirit makes the truth of the Gospel true 
for you right now! 

 
 


