
● Last week= Resurrection of Jesus was Awesome 
 

● Celebrated Jesus died for us, Jesus rose for us - today, celebrate the fact Jesus 
ascended for us - hopefully, recognize the significance of that by the end of the 
message...Continue to Follow Jesus, Resurrection wasn’t the end of the story . . . . . . 
.only the beginning 

● After Resurrection, Jesus appeared multiple times to many  
○ 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing 

proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and 
spoke about the kingdom of God.  

■ he appeared to the Twelve. he appeared to more than five 

hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time -  

■ Important - appearances were important served as PROOF 

of his victory over death 

● Didn’t do what dead people usually do - he didn’t 

stay dead.  Jesus died.  Jesus was buried.  And as it says in 
Hebrews 6:19, “Christ did truly rise again from the dead. 

■ 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised [everybody say gift] which you have heard me speak about.  

 
GIFTS: 
 

● Who doesn’t like to get a gift? 
● Gift illustration?  

○ Monica and Savanna same birthday 

● Worship Note 1:  God is the best gift giver and God only gives good gifts. 
● Better than human fathers 

○ [put this Scripture in too please] Matthew 7:9-11 ‘Which of you, 

if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks 

for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are 

evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 

more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask 

him!’ 

 

● Gift of the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit are ‘good’ gifts - God 

doesn’t give gifts to harm us or the church - they are for our benefit 

and the benefit of the church as a whole, for the edification and 

building up  

● The gift Jesus is talking about is the gift God knows we need most: the 

gift of the Holy Spirit - the gift of power 



 

Tension / Common Ground:  A lot us feel powerless - synonyms:  helpless, 

incapable, toothless, immobilized, weak, ineffective, without power or 

authority, lacking might or fortitude 

 

● Worship Note 2: Without God’s gift of power, we are incapable, ineffective, and 

toothless.  

 

● Power differential - discrepancy when it comes to power - not to 

say we don’t have some power, we just don’t have the extent of 

power that we need to be able to do what God wants us to do 

and to live the life God wants us to live to demonstrate the 

difference He makes, so not feeling guilty/yucky, no regrets,  

● Jumping the Bus off, takes a special truck 

● WE ARE utterly DEPENDENT ON GOD... 

● The ‘gift’ the Father has for them is the gift of power, the Holy 

Spirit, which will come on them, and enable them to be his 

witnesses to the ends of the earth 

 

Disciples had some power before the gift, but they didn’t have what it took 

to live out their purpose (fishers of men) - lacked courage, boldness, power,  

 

Disciples - were ‘power-less’ during the crucifixion, and even after 

Resurrection, wasn’t until the Holy Spirit came upon them that they 

had the power needed to do what God wanted them to do 

 

■ Look again at verse 4 and the command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but 
wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about.  Like the 4 letter word gift, but another 4 letter word we don’t like as 
much...wait 

■ Disciples had to WAIT...they ended up waiting for 10 days...and wouldn’t 
have been the greatest waiting conditions...hot, stinky, loud... 

 
 
Matt Skinner:  The first great act of the apostles occurs when they hike back to Jerusalem . . . 
and wait.  We may find the waiting period at the beginning of Acts easy to skip over, as a brief narrative 
interlude building suspense for the eventual coming of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2. Yet the interval makes an 
important point about how God will interact with these people. Presumably the Holy Spirit could have 
come immediately after Jesus' ascension; but God waits. Rather, God has Jesus' followers wait. I like to 
think that in this waiting they learn, or begin to learn, that they are to be a responsive community, a 
community that waits upon God to initiate. 
  



  

The waiting has an active quality to it, going beyond merely sitting around and contemplating the past and 
future. The apostles wait secluded in a "room upstairs," where they are "constantly devoting themselves 
to prayer" along with others who followed Jesus, both men and women. The group remains sequestered, 
yet expectant. In their waiting they obey Jesus' recent commands; but, even more, they also express a 
readiness for the wild stuff yet to come. 
  
The waiting period conditions them to be attentive to God, so that they might respond when the time is 
right.  They wait in a context of enormous and not fully explained expectations. They live in uneasy 
anticipation of the new realities that Jesus has initiated. Living like this requires just as much courage as if 
Jesus had told them to go out immediately and change the world using their own brains and muscles. 
They wait, not because they see it as their only option, but because they expect big things to come from 
God--things in which they will be privileged to play important roles. 
 
Let’s be real - NOBODY likes waiting...and yet, God does some good work ‘while we wait’.  And why were 
the disciples waiting?  They were waiting to be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
 
Verse 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jesus is referring to 2 different experiences of baptism in this Scripture - both are significant - water 
baptism and Holy Spirit baptism.  Water baptism is important…and there’s a lot of reference to it in 
Scripture - and Jesus was water baptized - but Jesus is pointing to a whole different and greater  

● Keep saying WATER BAPTISM over and over 
● Jesus was baptized 
● Milestone= My baptism!! 
● Romans 6:  Old self buried, sins washed away 
● Recognition of what God has done in us and for us 
● Anytime we can baptize!!!!! 
● Water baptism is significant,, but we need more - but Spirit baptism is essential 

 
Worship Note 3:  Water baptism is significant, but Spirit baptism is essential. 
 
Spirit baptism IS the gift of God, and it is essential to receiving the power God has for your life, and for 
unlocking the gifts of the Spirit 
 
 
Baptism of the Spirit 

● Say SPIRIT BAPTISM again and again 
● A number of references in Scripture regarding the baptism of the Holy Spirit, Acts 19 and Acts 2 

being some of the primary ones 
● In a nutshell, the Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a supernatural filling or indwelling of the Spirit that 

results in a greater closeness with Jesus and a greater willingness to do anything for Him 
● Disciples almost ‘unrecognizable’ after the Spirit was poured on on them; e.g., Peter - post-Spirit 

boldness’ 
○ Disciples go from self-interest to God-interest  



■ 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this 
time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” [self-focus\ to God focus] 
 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father 
has set by his own authority. 

● The Baptism of the Holy Spirit releases the gifts of the Spirit to be Jesus’ witnesses 
○ Rest of the series - teaching on the gifts of the Spirit... 

 
 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
 
Feel powerless, power comes, that Power necessary to live the life God wants you to live to make a 
difference; includes being witnesses...ripple effect...in us, family, church, workplace, community, world 
 

● Greek word for power= ‘Dunamis’= English word dynamite 
○ Feeling powerless today can not overcome= power of Holy Spirit  
○ More 

 
 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
 
Jesus had to ascend, for the Spirit to descend, and then everything changed...come back next 
week 
 

● Jeff Lyle illustration - reformed pastor ‘ambushed’ by the Holy Spirit - part of a ‘cessationist’ 
church - a church that believe the gifts of the Spirit ceased when the Apostle’s died - that’s not 
Biblical...got ambushed, starting praying words he didn’t understand (tongues) - didn’t tell 
anybody for 10 years..but more important than that, greater intimacy with Jesus, Word came 
alive, greater yearning for people to be saved...he experienced a personal revival… 

● Best guidance for Life’s Adventure is to ask God for a personal revival 
○ Anyone yearning for a personal revival?  Anyone want the power the Spirit brings? 
○ God gave Jeff a good gift 

● Luke 11:13 NIV “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”” 

 
WEEKLY RESPONSE:  PRAY TO RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 


