
Empowered: Spirit Baptism 
 
Introduction - about the gifts of the Spirit…1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-11 (NIV) - list 
of the 9 gifts of the Spirit 

● Talking about the Baptism of the Spirit 
● Pause on the individual gifts today to celebrate Pentecost 

○ Few weeks ago - talked about how Jesus had ASCEND in order for 
the Holy SPirit to DESCEND - Acts 2 is where we see the Spirit 
poured out on the 120 people who had been waiting for the Gift 
promised by the Father -  

 
○ See the coming of the Holy Spirit Wasn’t a one and done, see the 

SPirit poured out numerous times, including in today’s Scripture from 
Acts 19 

 

Tension / Common Ground: 
We will see in today’s scripture that this group of believers Paul encounters didn’t 
even know there was a Holy Spirit. This is probably true for most of the world, 
sadly even in the Church. If we are aware of the Holy Spirit we want him on our 
terms if at all. 
 
Acts 19:1-7 (NIV) 
1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and 
arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 
 

● No one here can say they have never heard of the Holy Spirit haha 
● 6 weeks plus on the Holy Spirit and gifts 
● DNA of this faith community (3 campuses) 

 
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” 
“John’s baptism,” they replied. 
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 
believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.”  



 
● John the Baptist had appeared in the desert, calling the people to 

repentance and baptizing them as a sign of cleansing from sin. John did 
not seek to draw attention to himself, but to the One who was to come. He 
cried out, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, 
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire” (Luke 3: 16). The meaning of the word baptize 
is a key to understanding John’s message. Long before it became a 
Christian word, baptizō was an ordinary Greek word. It meant “to plunge 
into water, immerse, soak, drench.” To his contemporaries, the title John 
the Baptist literally meant “John the Plunger.” His message was, in effect, “I 
am plunging you into the Jordan River as a sign of repentance, but this is 
only a preparation for the far greater immersion the Messiah will give you. 
He’s going to plunge you into the Holy Spirit. He’s going to inundate you 
with the very life of God!” 

 
5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When 
Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all. 

● They are being plunged or baptized in the Spirit  
● Definition 

○ Worship Note:  An outpouring of the Holy Spirit into one’s life, bringing a 
profound revelation of the love of God the Father, the lordship of Jesus and the 
power of the spirit and His gifts. 

2 main perspectives or trains of thought regarding the Baptism: 
 
1.Baptism in the Spirit is an activation, or a coming alive, of what was given 
through faith at the time of regeneration (the new birth in Christ). This is the view 
of most historical evangelical denominations. 
 

● Belief that have that gift when come to faith - NOT a 2nd class BELIEVER if 
have yet to experience the baptism in the Spirit - just MORE that God has 
for you and wants to do in you 

 



2. Baptism in the Spirit is an experience of the Spirit that is subsequent to 
receiving the Spirit in regeneration. 
 

● We lean towards #2, but ultimately we don’t care - results are the same: 
● Quote from a guy who was part of the Duquesne University outpowering in 

Pittsburgh 1967, also when the fire spread to the Catholic Church. Our faith 
has come alive, our believing has become a kind of knowing. Suddenly, the 
world of the supernatural has become more real than the natural. . . . Jesus 
Christ is a real person to us, a real person who is Our Lord and who is 
active in our lives. We read the New Testament as though it were literally 
true, now, every word, every line. Prayer and the sacraments have become 
truly our daily bread instead of practices which we recognize as “good for 
us.” A love of Scripture, a love of the Church I never thought possible, a 
transformation of our relationships with others, a need and a power of 
witness beyond all expectation, have all become part of our lives. . . . We 
have also been showered with charismata.  

● Worship Note:  The Baptism of the Spirit cranks up the fire of faith.  (makes it come 
alive, intensifies everything) 

○ Pilot Light 
● Baptism story- Chris Laskey 

○ Holy Discontent / Conference 
○ Deep Surrender - 2 things the Lord brought to mind that I hadn’t 

surrendered:  careerism [Manager vs. FOLLOWER of Jesus and 
spiritual LEADER], future of UMC 

○ Surrendered fully - in that moment, in worship, had a Vision of Jesus, 
and in those moments, like John 14:23 - “Jesus said, “Those who 
love me will keep my Word, and my Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and MAKE OUR HOME with them.”  Father, Son, Spirit 
‘made a home’ in me, and remains 

○ Filled with Joy, brought to life, changed everything 
■ Following week, began to experience ‘gifts of the Spirit’ 

and had ‘NO GRID’ for anything, began to know without a 
doubt that something/everything was different, but had 
never heard about the Baptism of the Spirit...thankfully, 



■ God put him together with some guys in ministry - 
Methodist and non-Methodist - to help me understand what 
had happened, and what God was doing 

● Baptism story 
○ Age 17, Another church 
○ Elisha Double portion of the spirit in the am 

■ 2 Kings chapter 2 
○ Ministry in the evening 

● “Immersion in The Holy Spirit that causes the spiritual gifts to spring forth in 
a person’s life and to be activated for the spread of the Gospel.” Randy 
Clark  

○ Activates the Gifts 

 
Closing 

● The famous nineteenth-century evangelist R. A. Torrey, who was part of the Holiness 
movement in America and England, offered these seven steps for obtaining baptism in 
the Holy Spirit:  

1. Repent for your sins and accept Jesus as Christ and Lord.  
2. Change your mind about sin, renouncing it, and find a place of honesty in your heart.  
3. Humble yourself in confession of sin.  
4. Choose obedience and a “total surrender to the will of God.”  
5. Have an intense desire in your heart to be baptized in the Holy Spirit (see Luke 11: 13).  
6. Ask for a blessing and baptism in the Spirit (again, see Luke 11: 13). Torrey believed 

that “what was given to the Church must be appropriated by each believer for himself.” 
7. Have faith in order to receive the baptism (see Mark 11: 24). 

 
RESPONSE:  

● BELIEVE! 
● OPEN SELF TO GREATER WORK OF THE SPIRIT! 

 
Working Definitions of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
Prophecy:  “Human Report of a Divine Communication” for the purposes of edification, encouragement 
and comfort 
Gift of Faith:  Having the Faith OF Jesus so that others can have Faith IN Jesus 
Words of Wisdom:  The supernatural unveiling (through dreams, visions, Divine visitation, thoughts 
and impressions) of a portion of God’s future plan 
Words of Knowledge:  Supernaturally-conveyed facts about a person’s past or present (that are 
generally useful for building people up or bringing them to faith). 
Spirit Baptism: An outpouring of the Holy Spirit into one’s life, bringing a profound revelation of the 
love of God the Father, the lordship of Jesus and the power of the spirit and His gifts. 


