
Empowered: Words of Knowledge 
 
Introduction - about the gifts of the Spirit…1 Corinthians 12:1, 4-11 
(NIV) - list of the 9 gifts of the Spirit 
 

● Healing 
● Miracles 
● Discernment of spirits 
● Tongues / Interpretation of Tongues 
● Prophecy [message on line] 
● Faith = [message on line] 
● Words of Wisdom [message on line] 
● Words of Knowledge = Today’s Focus 

 
Before jump in, want to remind Why we are preaching this series 

and why we are sharing our experience of the gifts of the Spirit? 

 

To help people realize there is MORE of God to experience  

● NOT to make anyone feel ‘insecure’ or to wonder ‘why isn’t 

God doing that in me… 

■ Doesn’t mean your not a Christian/follower of 

Jesus if you haven’t exhibited the gifts of the Spirit 

■ Just means that there is MORE for us to 

experience 

● To give people a ‘grid’ (structure or framework) 

○ Destigmatize 

○ Fear 

○ Accessible, Not overbearing 

● Biblical (authority of Scripture) - it’s Biblical 

○ God still works this way 

○ To grow desire in individuals 

● Obedient, not ‘grieve the Spirit’ 

○ This series 



● The gifts of the Spirit are for the edification [‘building up’] of 

the Church and for EVANGELISM, bringing people to faith in 

Jesus 

 

Tension / Common Ground: 
Reading a book recently by author named Randy Clark where he described 
the ‘human condition’ pretty well.  He said, “We are surrounded by the 
‘walking wounded’...those who have been hurt by living in a fallen world, 
especially by the fallout from a secularized culture, including broken 
relationship, broken families, neglect, abuse, crime and prejudice.  Many 
people have a gaping void deep inside, a great ache of the heart that 
shows itself in all kinds of harmful ways.  It is the wound of spiritual 
orphanhood - a sense of aloneness and lack of identity that come from not 
knowing the heavenly Father, who knows us perfectly and loves us 
unconditionally.”  Of course, we who love God, want to help, but We feel 
incapable of helping people the way we know God wants us to.  Our 
knowledge is limited; God knowledge is limitless.  By the Holy Spirit, God 
equips us for the greater work He has for us to do.  The gifts of the Spirit 
are a balm to heal.  They help convince those with broken and hardened 
hearts that God is real, present and active in our lives.  The spiritual gifts 
are part of God’s answer to the spiritual darkness of our times.  One of the 
primary gifts that God uses through us to speak hope and life to a hurting 
world today is the gift known as “Words of Knowledge” 
 
What Words of Knowledge ARE: 

● Worship Note:  Words of Knowledge are supernaturally-conveyed facts about a 
person’s past or present  

●  
○ Knowledge of facts that does not come about through human means, such 

as through study, research, experience. 
○ Knowledge of facts conveyed to us through the 4 avenues talked about 

last week:  dreams, visions, Divine visitation, thoughts and impressions 
○ Works of Knowledge are generally useful for edification (building people 

up) and evangelism (bringing people to faith). 



○ Words of knowledge are often employed today surrounding the ministry of 
healing, where a word of knowledge can reveal a condition or pain that 
God wants to heal in a particular setting 

■ I have been walking in this gift for the purposes of healing for a 
couple months 

● Builds up in the way that it conveys God’s love and desire to 
heal an ailment 

● Encouraging in that it reveals that God is involved in their life 
■ Allison and headache 

○ Edification of the Church 
■ Rand and Gary 

○ Words of knowledge are used today for reminding people God loves them 
and cares about them] 

■ PRIESTS EATING PIZZA ILLUSTRATION (Evangelism) - page  
● When people come to know God loves them and cares about 

them, they are drawn towards God, and they have a heightened 
willingness to give God’s Son, Jesus, a chance  

■ “My friend Father Mathias Thelen was on the phone one day ordering 
pizza for himself and some other priests. He struck up a conversation with 
the woman on the line, Emily, and the conversation began to turn toward 
God. Perceiving her openness, he began to share the Gospel with her by 
explaining that the essence of Christianity is to respond in love to the God 
who gave us His Son, Jesus. As they were talking, an image came into 
Father Mathias’s mind of Emily looking at herself in a mirror, with earrings 
on. He decided to take a step in faith and share it with her: “Even right 
now, as we speak, I see the Lord Jesus looking at you with love as you 
look at yourself in the mirror, with earrings on. The Lord wants you to 
know that He sees your beauty and delights in you, and that no matter 
what you’ve done in the past, He loves you and has a plan for your life.” 
There was silence on the line. Then he heard her trembling voice: “I feel 
as if I’m going to cry right now. How did you know that?” “What do you 
mean?” he asked. “Yesterday I had a terrible day, and life was so dim as I 
was thinking about the black hole I had fallen into in my past and about 
how I need to change my life. Then today, I put on the brand-new pair of 
earrings I just bought. Looking at myself wearing these new earrings 
made me feel better. How did you know? This is so amazing; I am blown 
away right now.” Father Mathias explained to her that Jesus knows her 
deepest struggles, that He wants to be part of her life, and that His love 
changes everything. Emily shared that she was a nonpracticing 
Protestant. But she was so moved by the conversation that she accepted 
Father Mathias’s challenge to read a book about Jesus and consider 



coming back to church again. She was very excited. As they were 
speaking, she suddenly broke in, “Oh no! Corporate is here, and I have to 
go.” He quickly responded, “Before you go, about the pizza . . .” 
 
Clark, Randy. The Spiritual Gifts Handbook: Using Your Gifts to Build the 
Kingdom (pp. 142-143). Baker Publishing Group. Kindle Edition. 

■ Shocking to lady that the priest was given such a clear image 
■ Shocking part of story for me was that Priests eat pizza! 

 
 
See in our Primary Scripture - John 4:16-30 - Jesus uses a Word of Knowledge to Edify & 
Evangelize a Woman at a Well and her entire town 
 
Background:  John 4:1 - 15 
 
 
John 4 New International Version (NIV) 

Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman 

4 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more 

disciples than John— 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 So 

he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 

4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near 

the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, 

tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 

7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a 

drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 

9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 

you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.[a]) 

10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, 

you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.” 

11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can 

you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well 

and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 

13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,14 but whoever 

drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in 

them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to 

keep coming here to draw water.” 

 
 
John 4:16-30 New International Version (NIV) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26166a


16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 

17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband.18 The 

fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your 

husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 

19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet.  

● Word of Knowledge - verses 17 - 18 
○  Supernaturally-conveyed facts about a person’s past or present 
○ Through the Spirit, the Father conveys to Jesus facts about the woman’s 

rocky relationships, broken past, and broken dreams: 
 

“We can imagine this woman staggering back in surprise.  Jesus had just exposed an 
area of sin and woundedness in her life that she had probably spent a lot of energy 
trying to hide.  Her life had been a series of broken relationships and repeated 
rejections.  She had been unfaithful to God’s plan for marriage.  Yet looking into Jesus’ 
face, she saw no condemnation, only a depth of love and mercy she had never 
experienced before.”  

● In Jesus, there is no condemnation, only love 
● The Woman at the Well; we don’t know her name - but maybe this is one of 

those times that not knowing her name allows us (women) to more easily 
imagine themselves as this woman that Jesus is talking to 

○ She was excluded, judged, avoided, ignored, and probably even shunned, 
which is why she was drawing water at a time when nobody else was 
there- ladies, have you ever felt that way? 

○ Her love life didn’t go as planned...ever been there? 
○ She potentially made some choices and did some things she wasn’t proud 

of...which led her to carry feeling of guilt and shame for years...ring a bell? 
○ She spent a lot of energy trying to pretend to have it all together, when, in 

fact, she did not 
○ If we use our imaginations (because we don’t know for sure), possibly, she 

may have longed to have children, but did not or could not for whatever 
reason, and she struggled with the expectations placed on her by society 

○ Or maybe she had many kids, by many fathers, and people gave her 
condemning looks 

○ Was she close to her kids?  Maybe 
○ Was she estranged from her kids?  Possibly 



○ And our imaginings could go on and on, but ultimately, we know she made 
some mistakes (don’t we all), but when Jesus met up with her as she was 
making an oddly-timed, isolated water run, His face and His words held no 
condemnation…”only only a depth of love and mercy she had never 
experienced before”  

■ Ladies, some of the details pertaining to this woman may pertain to 
you - God may have you here today in part to hear this particular 
portion of the message, and to know in your heart:  Jesus has no 
condemnation for you - only love and mercy and grace and 
forgiveness.  You have been and always will be God’s beloved 
daughter.  If you are still carrying around guilt and shame, put it 
down...it will then free up your arms in order to widely embrace 
Jesus, the Savior of the World.  Condemnation, guilt and shame 
are not of God, but of the devil, and the devil is continuously striving 
to undermine your identity as God’s beloved daughter so that he 
can derail your life...don’t let him.  Choose God’s love and 
forgiveness, and choose to love and forgive yourself. 

■ All true for men, as well 
 
“Jesus exposes a wound only in order to heal it.  Jesus’ word of 
knowledge, given with gentleness and respect, was what was need to 
open the woman’s heart.  She now realized that she was with no ordinary 
man…and the Scripture goes on…”Then, leaving her water jar…” 

20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the 

place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will 

worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You 

Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, 

for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come 

when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, 

for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his 

worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

● Worshipping in ‘Spirit and truth’...?? 
 

25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When 

he comes, he will explain everything to us.” 



26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

● Significant - only the 2nd time in the Gospel accounts that Jesus admits to being the 
Messiah 

27 Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with 

a woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking 

with her?” 

28 Then, leaving her water jar, the woman went back to the town and said to 

the people, 29 “Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did. Could 

this be the Messiah?” 30 They came out of the town and made their way 

toward him. 

● Come to learn later on that Many Samaritans come to Believe 

○ “Evangelism” aspect of Spiritual Gifts, such as Words of 

Knowledge...opens the doorway for deeper conversation, 

conviction and conversion [“I like it!”] 

John 4:39-42 Many Samaritans Believe 

39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the 

woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the 

Samaritans came to him, they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed 

two days. TWO DAYS!  41 And because of his words many more became 

believers. 42 They said to the woman, “We no longer believe just because of 

what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this 

man really is the Savior of  

the world.” 

● Just like v. 39, we want to function in the gifts so more and more people are brought to 
faith in Jesus! 

● Worship Note: The more the Gifts of the Spirit function the more souls are saved. 
 
RESPONSE:  

● BELIEVE! 
● OPEN SELF TO GREATER WORK OF THE SPIRIT! 

 
 
 



Working Definitions of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
 
Prophecy:  “Human Report of a Divine Communication” for the purposes of edification, 
encouragement and comfort 
 
Gift of Faith:  Having the Faith OF Jesus so that others can have Faith IN Jesus 
 
Words of Wisdom:  The supernatural unveiling (through dreams, visions, Divine visitation, 
thoughts and impressions) of a portion of God’s future plan 
 
Words of Knowledge:  Supernaturally-conveyed facts about a person’s past or present (that 
are generally useful for building people up or bringing them to faith). 


