
“Love for the Lost” 
● 3rd week of our 4 week series on Jonah 

○ 1st week= Reluctant Prophet, Relentless God 
■ God is always pursuing us 

○ Last week= Proactive Prayer 
■ Prayer should be our 1st response not our last resort 

● Story= Mountain Top Mission Trip girl getting lost at the falls 
○ God wants us to join him on his mission of rescuing people 

■ We have to be rescued 1st and then we join him on his mission 
 
Tension:  
The fact is that we are messed up people and sometimes we think that we are ‘too far 
gone’. But in reality we are never too far gone for God. Also, a lot of times we think we 
are too messed up for God to use us in this mission, but the truth is that God uses 
messed up people to reach the lost.  We see this throughout scripture and we witness 
this in the life of Jonah. 
 
Jonah 3 (NIV) 
1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of 
Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 
 

● Chapter 1 
○ God told Jonah to go and he didn’t want to, so he ran 
○ God pursued Jonah even to the bottom of the sea because he didn’t want 

him to ruin his life 
○ Rescued him with a fish (Whale)= God is the rescuer! 

● Now 
○ Jonah is finally relented to God’s better plan, to save the Lost (as he was 

saved and rescued) 
○ “Word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time” 

■ Worship Note:  God is a God of second chances 
○ All of us have done things and been things we are not proud of  
○ Luckily for us God still uses us even though we mess up! 

● Brian “Head” Welch 
○ Lead guitarist, co founder of heavy metal band KORN 
○ World of drugs, girls, hooked on meth 

■ Come home to his wife, who hooked on drugs, fight, not good 
■ Birth of daughter= cleaned up, best thing happened to ahim 



■ Go on road= drugs, girls, rock star life 
○ Putting himself and his loved ones, his daughter who he loved dearly, in 

dangerous situations 
○ Riding around one day, high, with his daughter in the car, listening to Nine 

Inch Nails “Bow down before the one you serve, you are going to get what 
you deserve” 

○ Chasing Money and Fame 
○ Led him to a place of self destruction 
○ “Not hurting me, but the ones I care about” 
○ Had a partner in Real Estate, sent him an email in the middle of the night 

with the verse  
■ Matthew 11:28 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. 

○ Went to church, accepted Jesus 
○ On Feb. 22, 2005, Korn’s management announced that Welch had 

decided to leave the band, citing that he had “chosen the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his Savior and will be dedicating his musical pursuits to that 
end.” 

○ “I was walking one day, just doing my Rock & Roll thing making millions of 
bucks, you know success and everything, addicted to drugs and then the 
next day I had a revelation of Christ and I was like, everything changes 
right now!” he confessed. 
On March 10, 2005, Welch was baptized in the Jordan River on a trip to 
Israel with a group of believers from his church in his native city of 
Bakersfield, California. 
“I don’t want to pollute the world anymore. I want to spread a message of 
love and understanding, and that’s what I’m going to do,” Welch told MTV 
at the baptism. 

○ He joined the “Whosoevers” movement of rockers who have found Christ. 
They derived their name from John 3:16: “For God so love the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that WHOSOEVER believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” 
They bring the gospel message to schools, rehab centers and youth 
events around the country. 

○ Surprisingly, after almost a decade separated from Korn, Welch rejoined 
the band for a 2012 one-time concert, “Carolina Rebellion.” Eventually he 
rejoined the band permanently because the band members had each 
cleaned up their acts. 



○ The rock-and-roll lifestyle promises many young aspiring musicians girls, 
drugs, and money as a means of joy and fulfillment. But Brian Welch’s 
story proves a life of sin is not the answer. Jesus is. 

● Here in 3:1-2 we have the same statement as 1:1-2, God brought Jonah all the 
way back to where he started 
 

 
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very 
large city; it took three days to go through it.  

● Jonah obeyed 
○ Took a little while but finally obeyed 
○ Obedience is a result of our relationship with God 

■ Obedience is intimate friendship with the Father -Chad Norris 
○ Who has your obedience 

■ Authority= Spouse 
■ Love= Mom 

● Nineveh 
○ ‘Very large city’ 

■ 3 times in book of Jonah= ‘Great City’ 
○ Modern day Iraq 
○ Capital of Assyria 

■ Biggest city in known world at that time 
■ V. 3 “it took three days to go (walk) through it” 

○ Had 2 walls around the outside of it, interior= 50’ wide, 100’ tall 
○ Center of and symbol of power of kingdom of Assyria 
○ Known for its violence and arrogance 

■ Prophet Nahum called it a city of ‘blood and cruelty’ 
○ This is where God sends Jonah!? 

■ Why? 
■ Worship Note:  God loves messed up people.  

● delights in rescuing lost people 
● Loves the Lost 
● Heart breaks for the broken 
● He seeks the shameful 

● No one is ever too far gone 
● God will send you to Nineveh 

○ Not place of greatest temptation 
○ But place of greatest need 
○ No one is too far gone 



4 Jonah began by going a day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more days and 
Nineveh will be overthrown.” 

● God announces Judgement b/c it’s the last thing he want to do! 
● Ezekiel 33:11 (NIV) 

11 . . . . ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. . . . . 

 
5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest 
to the least, put on sackcloth. 
 
6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his athrone, took off 
his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 This is the 
proclamation he issued in Nineveh: 
 
“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 
 
Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; do not let them eat or 
drink. 8 But let people and animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call 
urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? 
God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not 
perish.” 
 

● Nineveh 
○ Complete Repentance 
○ Only needed 8 words v. 4 “Forty more days and Nineveh will be 

overthrown.” 
○ Only 5 words in the Hebrew 

● Jonah 
○ More than a few words 
○ Ran, boat, storm, fish, etc.  
○ Needed a lot more than 8 or 5 words 

 
10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented 
and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened. 

● True repentance 
○ Result= God forgave 

■ Relented 
 
 



Closing 

● God is in the business of rescuing lost people 

○ Need of rescuing this morning 

○ Never too far gone, God forgives 

○ Allow God to rescue you 

● God wants you to join Him in his mission 

○ Worship Note: What’s your Nineveh? 

○ School, workplace, family, organization (Iserve) 

○ History is His Story and he wants all of us to join him in rescuing 

the lost. 

● Story 

○ Youth minister= Girl called ‘armrest’, middle schooler 

○ Previous week prayer request= “Hadn’t told anyone about Jesus 

THIS WEEK” !!!!!! 
○ Surprise Test tomorrow= Girl asked her why she didn’t look 

frantic like everyone else= “Sound crazy, but Jesus” 

○ Girl was with her at youth group that night! 

● Invite someone, don’t worry about what crazy thing I’m gonna do!? 

Haha 

● Barna Group “80% of people would come to church if invited” 


